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Items for the  

December grapevine  
should be sent by 

Sunday 15 November 
 Preferably by email to: 

missjudecurtis@btinternet.com 

We do so love doling 
out treats in these 
challenging times so it 
will be no surprise that 
there will be two 
editions of grapevine 
this midwinter instead of a 
combined December/January one. 
And, as happened in the summer, 
the second one will be a present 
from us all at grapevine.  

Better - or worse depending on 
where you’re standing - I am 
spending the first winter for sixteen 
years in  Rushden re-engaging with 
the ‘Lazy’ wind of my youth: so-
called because our prevailing East 
Wind doesn’t go round but straight 
through you.  Of course things 
being as they are at the moment 
making such a massive prediction 
about epidemiology and climate is 
nigh on useless and I’m hoping to 
buck the trend by lazing around in 
unseasonal warm airs and walking 
dry every day in mid-January. . . 
Dream on, eh?  

Jude Curtis, Editor 

PS From Sue Prior’s point of view 
this may well be preferable to being 
ordered about from distant 
Galloway! 
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Part of my curacy training involves attending 
certain days which follow a theme. I recently 
attended - online of course - a training day on the 
theme of Fresh Expressions. The Fresh Expression 
movement came about some time ago when it was 
sensed that traditional models of ‘church’, although 
generally appropriate to most contexts, may sometimes work better if 
changed or replaced by more fitting types of ‘church’ -  the definition of 
'church' in this context being a gathering of Christian believers.  
 

Examples of these are churches built around café themes or those 
intentionally being more accessible for young children, or people with 
disabilities. 'Messy Church' is one such example which you may well have 
heard of. [Ed note:  Fun, Faith & Food was an example of this.] 
 

We are living in an unprecedented era of modern times as we continue to 
battle the global pandemic. It has touched nearly every area of life, not 
least the experience of church in this country. At St Mary’s we have tried 
to adapt by providing services online and more recently have been 
permitted to meet again in person, albeit with restrictions in place - 
facemasks being mandatory and without singing. The change has been 
quite a difficult cultural shift for many, with only a minority of previous 
parishioners returning, and a largely elderly minority at that. 
 

The idea of fresh expressions could not be more relevant to our times. By 
that I do not mean that we should re-do church wholesale but rather that 
every Christian should consider how they can express their faith in a fresh 
and meaningful way, given how much the landscape of our culture has 
been changed by the pandemic.   
 

If the church is to survive once we come out of the other side of this 
pandemic, it will not be sufficient for parishioners to simply look to their 
leaders for ideas. Rather every-member ministry must prevail (yes - 
including you!) as each of us who are following Christ takes upon 
themselves personal responsibility to minister in their own way to friends 
and family, given that our usual forms of outreach and mission work are 
not possible.  

From Phil  . . . 
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Whilst the gospel doesn't 
change, context and 
circumstances do and so we 
each need to think in a fresh, 
imaginative and creative way 
about how to reach lost 
people whilst keeping the 
message the same. It's no 
good just sitting back and 
letting others do everything, 
we all have a part to play in 
reaching friends, neighbours, 
and colleagues where you 
are.  
 

The passage from the Book 
of Common Prayer that was 
the reading for Holy 
Communion this week was 
from Matthew chapter 22. 
There Jesus is asked what 
the greatest commandment 
is. He replies by quoting from 
both Deuteronomy and Leviticus to explain that the essence of the 
Christian life is to love God with heart, soul, mind and strength, and love 
our neighbour as ourselves.  
 

In light of what I have said about ‘every-member ministry’  it’s clear that 
this is a mandate for every Christian to express their love for God by 
loving their neighbour in turn. There is no greater way we can love our 
neighbour than by telling them of the glorious truth of the gospel that 
saves us from eternal judgement and brings people into a relationship 
with God that leads to eternal salvation. The challenge for each of us is, 
in light of the restrictions in place, how can we play our part in helping to 
grow God's kingdom where he has uniquely placed us at this time?  
 

When the history books are written what will they testify about how we 
loved God by loving our neighbour:  in reaching out to them with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in the ‘time of Covid-19’? 

Phil Nightingale 

Jesus said, “Love the Lord 

your God with all your 

heart and with all your 

soul and with all your 

mind. This is the first and 

greatest commandment. 

And the second is like it: 

Love your neighbour as 

yourself.” 
Matthew 22. 37-39 
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A fair few weeks ago now Phil preached a very 
compelling sermon in church on the moment of utter 
surrender that characterises giving your life to Christ.   
I can remember the exact moment when I did just that 
over twenty years ago: it was some time during  the 

evening of  30 March 20001, and ‘surrender’ is exactly the word I would 

use.  The ‘public’ avowal was the following Sunday when I attended  
St Mary’s on-going Alpha course. I [naively] thought that a quiet word in 
Linda Brett’s ear would be notice enough of this change in my status, but 
she immediately turned to the entire Hall and brought it to total silence 
with the news. What followed is the sort of ‘Hug-Fest’ that I am missing 
quite desperately during Covid-19. It’s rare that something that means so 
much to you can be shared so wholeheartedly but at the time I was NOT 
used to such outrageous displays of affection. That it was such a cause for 
celebration to people I’d barely spoken to maybe a month before, I found 
astonishing at the time. Both searchers and committed Christians seemed 
equally pleased.  

But - and it’s a big but - that moment of surrender didn’t come out of the 
blue. Even one of the most dramatic cases of ‘instant’ conversion -  
St Paul’s on the road to Damascus  that Phil was preaching on - was 
prefaced by deep heart-searching.  His rampant opposition, denial and 
persecution of believers were profoundly  indicative of how much the 
issue meant to him. 

I can look back at the long gap between being a teenage Christian, 
knocking around with a peer group that felt, unquestioningly, the same, 
and then the profound rejection and virtual atheism that lasted through 
university [and going on to lecture and do research extended that by ten 
or fifteen years more than most 18 year olds]. From Freshers’  Week to the 
last solitary moments in the Faulkner St Drill Hall that I described back in 
April’s grapevine, there was nothing from the repertoire of Sixties 
Christianity that survived - except, significantly, C S Lewis. I totally agree 
with Phil’s belief expressed on the previous pages, that every age needs 
its own expression: what might have worked in the early days of Billy 
Graham won’t work today: in fact in the Sixties it felt light years away from 
Liverpool 8’s multi-ethnic heartland, composed as that was in equal parts 
of hope and deprivation.  

  Editorial - one brick at a time 
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So, for me, God and everything associated with Him were consigned to 
the back burner for the best part of 30 years. Only in moments of life-
threatening danger: being extracted from the passport queue at Rutba on 
the Jordanian/Iraqi border in 1981 and taken away for questioning;2 ; 
floundering hopelessly in the Strait of Islay in a small boat, totally 
surrounded by historic wrecks; receiving a cancer diagnosis in 1996 and so 
on, did I resort to prayer. Quite unreasonably it was answered: but then 
God isn’t reasonable he’s much more generous than that! 

From the early ‘80s to the Millennium  such moments counted as building 
bricks. Individual encounters with Christians became segments in a 
structure I had no intention of building but that was definitely there, and 
as complete as it needed to be for that moment in time.  

In the late eighties one ‘brick’ was a short but deeply significant meeting 
with Rev Alan Smith.  At other times it involved conversations on trains, 
boats and planes with total strangers.  I never knew when the next huge 
hint would appear out of the left field.  By  2000 I’d already been pelted 
with the ‘white-out’ experience on the train through France : I’d been 
‘told’ in no uncertain terms to sell my house and be ready for change. I’d 
acquired a kitten and been ‘told’ to name him Damascus.   

People were almost always involved in conveying these messages: it’s 
part of our job as Christians to identify and seize the moment: to 
encourage seekers and support doubters. It sometimes feels like tiny, 
baby steps of no significance, but cumulatively and applied with love, it 
works!  Where I’m standing there’s rarely been a better time to try it than 
the middle of a pandemic!                                                             Jude Curtis, Editor 

 

1 now celebrated as a ‘second’ birthday which still makes me under 21. 

2 that turned out OK: my doleful Arabic kept me insisting that I was a male 
Architect when asked my profession [muhandis mamari] when I should have said, 
‘mhandisa mamaria’. The Colonel in charge of the border patrol, swivelling on his 
swivel chair behind a massive desk,  thought it was hilarious and every time I 
repeated it the whole room of fully-armed troops burst into laughter.  

“For I know the plans I have for you ... 

Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future .”  

Jeremiah 29.11 
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St Mary’s Church Office 
While the Church Office is currently 
closed,  messages may be left via 
email - 
stmaryschurchoffice@btinternet.com,  
or on the office phone [412335] as 
these are both checked every few 
days.  
 

Notices will be put on the church 
website and requests for posters will 
be fulfilled  and put up in the porch 
and Church Hall.   
 

For prayer requests, please phone or 
email Steve at the Rectory [312554 / 
sprior@toucansurf.com]. 
 

The Children’s Society 
Normally our annual Box Opening 
would have taken place by now, so 
this seems a good moment to give 
an update.  Due to Covid-19 many 
charities are suffering, as we 
are.  Alas there will be no events this 
year – no Box Opening, no 
Christingle service. We have lots of 
kind supporters at St Mary’s and we 
will not be able to collect and empty 
your boxes this year – but we will be 

happy to take donations from 
anyone, if you feel you are able 
to!  Please write any cheques payable 
to “The Children’s Society” and 
either post them to our treasurer 
(Mrs C Calder, 13 Alpine Road, 
Rushden, NN10 9RJ) or leave them 
for me at Church (11.15 am service). 
Thank you!  Anne Riley 

November 2020 
 

Behind the Communion Table 
1 Ellen Inwood 
8 Remembrance 
15 Remembrance 
22 Ann Harris 
29 Paul Williams 
 

Memorial Chapel 

 1   Mrs Kelland and Mr Craddick in 
memory of Mr and Mrs 
Craddick 

8   Remembrance Sunday 

22 Mrs Ann Whitworth in memory 
of Bob 

Flower Rota 

St Mary’s News 

A Note about November & December’s services [see p28] 
The outdoor Act of Remembrance will be very brief this year and the public will 
not be encouraged to attend.  The civic service that will follow in church will 
have only  a dozen or so civic and RBL representatives.  We are aiming to make 
our online service for that day a more ‘formal’ Remembrance Service (as at 11.15 
in church) with more hymns provided on the organ.     Steve Prior  
Our December edition will carry details of the arrangements to celebrate 
Christmas in church.  Ed 
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Newton Church News 
Newton - Altar Flowers for 
November 
1  Mrs Beeby 
15  Helen Mayes 
29 Mrs Dangerfield 
 

Remembrance Sunday  
There will be a special service with 
Holy Communion on Sunday 8 
November starting at 10.45pm. 
 

Carol Service 
Unfortunately, there will be no Carol 
Service on Christmas Eve this year 
due to the Coronavirus restrictions 
in place.  
 

Harvest 

We have received a letter from the 
Food Bank thanking everyone for 
the food tins and packets that were 
donated as part of Harvest. 

 Sunday at St Mary’s 

22 November 
  

We hope very much to welcome 
Derek & Jane Waller to both 
9.30am & 11.15am  services to 

talk about their work in 
Madagascar 

St Mary’s News cont . . . 
Harvest Donations 
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the appeal at 
harvest. We were able to send £654 
to Tearfund, this included about £80 
left from the Lent collection. Earlier 
in the year we sent £228 from the 
Lent Collection and we believe that 
there may be more jam jars and 
Tearfund boxes to be returned. 
They will be gratefully received - just 
contact me below. 
 

In addition to the donation to 
Tearfund the groceries which were 
donated for the Food Bank filled 
two cars. A huge thank you to 
everyone. 

Robert Bates [o1933 358005] 
 

Harvest Decorations 
“Thank you every one who donated 
goodies and decorated the church 

for Harvest.  All help greatly 
appreciated - and the gifts for the 
food bank and donations to 
Tearfund – particularly at this 
difficult time.”     Ellen Inwood 
 

Thank you ...! 
... for the card and book I received 
for my Seventieth Birthday recently.  
It was a lovely surprise and greatly 
appreciated.                 Barbara Annis 
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Children’s Society 
The Children’s 
society Autumn 
Quiz:  “Boys will be 
Boys” This is now available [price £1] 
from: Joy Holloway on 318415, Pam 
Bailey on 313195 and Committee 
Members.  There are three prizes of 
£10 each to be won.  Closing date 31 
December 2020 
 

Mission Quiz 
It's quiz time again. However this 
year's Mission quiz is mainly being 
distributed by email. Hopefully you 
have received a copy and can 
download the form and instructions. 
If not please contact Peter 
Chamberlain at 
cephasxwords@gmail.com or ring 
him on 01933 386826.  

More Parish News  . . .  Quizzes 

Crime prevention for car owners  

 Keep car keys safe when you 
leave your vehicle, remove 
ignition key and lock doors, 
windows and sunroof. 

 On icy mornings, never leave 
your vehicle unattended with 
engine running.  

 Keep keys out of sight away 
from windows & doors. 

 Arrange to have the car's 
registration number etched 
onto all glass surfaces inc. 
headlamps. 

 Don't leave anything on display 
in your car. 

 Take all belongings with you 
when you leave. 

  Look into having security items 
installed e.g. electronic 

immobiliser 
fitted by 
accredited 

installers or 
mechanical 
immobilisers 
for the steering wheel, fit 
locking wheel nuts for the 
wheels and/or fit alarms 
installed by professionals. 

 Mark frequently used items in 
your car with eg  SmartWater or 
other identifying mark that may 
be linked to a database.  

 In a safe place keep a note of 
serial numbers on your 

valuables. 

 Fit theft-resistant number plates 
that conform to DVLA standard 
or use clutch head screws that 
cannot be easily undone. 

 If you don't have a garage try to 
park in a well-lit, open place. 

Local interest 

mailto:cephasxwords@gmail.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=neighbourhood+watch+logo+uk&id=0FF7DD8A688349D84B912D6EDA0971D9F39C8794&FORM=IQFRBA
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The Rushden Food Bank 
The Food Bank continues to 
operate, helping people who find 
themselves in food poverty. We 
have had a huge number of 
donations throughout the 
pandemic; we are counting on 
supporters like yourself to ensure 
this does not stop as we are still 
supporting people in need. With 
the furlough scheme coming to an 
end in October, we expect another 
increase in numbers of clients.  
 

andrew.presland.harborough58@gmai
l.com or by phone on 01933 316927 if 
you would like any more information 
on anything mentioned in this section.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
So what do The Children’s 
Society actually do? 
They look out for young people in 
practical ways: something that 
becomes even more important 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 

We all need to feel safe, and 
confident that we can handle what 
life throws at us. Without this sense 
of well-being, our quality of life is 

threatened and mental health can 
become precarious. 
 

What is well-being? 
It’s  about how we are doing and 
how we feel about our lives. Low 
well-being has been linked to 
mental health conditions like 
depression and anxiety. It can 
impact our relationships with family 
and friends and how we feel about, 
and interact with, the world around 
us. Right now, young people aren’t 
getting the help they need. They can 
struggle to access support from 
overstretched public services. Those 
on waiting lists for therapy can wait 
months or even years to be seen. 
It’s unacceptable. 
 

Right now, children's well-being is at 
a ten year low. At The Children’s 
Society we want young people to be 
happy and feel good about 
themselves: to be able to fight and 
not give up.  We are there for those 
who can't access  mental health 
services . If they're anxious about 
home life or stressed over exams, 
we listen. We help them understand 
their emotions, to take control of 
the situation and feel more 
confident. 

You can find more about the work of 
The Children’s Society at 
www.childrenssociety.co.uk  

Anne Riley 

 

Interesting Stuff 

mailto:andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com
mailto:andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com
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Other News and Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food for thought and prayer ... 

  
  

 

 

 
For those who have died 

 

Almighty and eternal God, 
from whose love in Christ  

we cannot be parted, 
either by death or life: 

hear our prayers  
and thanksgivings 

for all whom  
we remember this day; 

fulfil in them  
the purpose of your love; 

and bring us all, with them,  
to your eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ  

our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

churchofengland.org/prayer 

... and a little wry humour 

“...encourage the 
disheartened, help the weak, 

be patient with everyone.” 
Thessalonians 5.14b 

... at the going down of the sun we would 
have  remembered them - but some rotten 

scrap metal thief has stolen the brass 
plaque with the names on!  

cP
ar

is
h

 P
u

m
p
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Daily Bible Readings for November 2020 

We continue this month with readings from the Gospel of Luke 
—apart from Sunday readings— and watch as Jesus teaches and leads his disciples  

at the same time as he challenges, rebukes and warns the religious leaders  
and those who are looking for an easy ride.  

 
Sunday 1 November  Matthew 5.1-12  
Monday 2 November Luke 9.1-9 
Tuesday 3 November Luke 9.10-17 

    Wednesday 4 November Luke 9.18-27 
  Thursday 5 November   Luke 9.28-36 

Friday  6 November   Luke 9.37-45 
Saturday 7 November  Luke 9.46-50 
 

Sunday 8 November    Psalm 46  
Monday 9 November    Luke 9.51-56 
Tuesday           10 November    Luke 9.57-62 
Wednesday   11 November    Luke 10.1-12 
Thursday        12 November    Luke 10.12-16 
Friday             13 November    Luke 10.16-20 
Saturday        14 November    Luke 10.21-24 

 
Sunday 15 November     Matthew 25.14-30  
Monday 16 November     Luke 10.25-37 
Tuesday 17 November     Luke 10.38-42 
Wednesday 18 November     Luke 11.1-4 
Thursday 19 November     Luke 11.5-13 
Friday  20 November     Luke 11.14-28 
Saturday 21 November     Luke 11.29-32 

 
Sunday   22 November    Matthew 25.31-end  
Monday 23 November     Luke 11.33-36 
Tuesday 24 November     Luke 11.37-44 
Wednesday 25 November     Luke 11.45-54 
Thursday 26 November     Luke 12.1-7 
Friday   27 November     Luke 12.4, 8-12 
Saturday 28 November     Luke 12.13-21 

Sunday   29 November     Mark 13.24-end  
Monday 30 November      Luke 12.22-34 

‘Blessed  
 are those who 

hear the  
word of God 
and obey it.’   

Luke 11.28 
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Well, what has happened since our last report? The work has continued 
with a full team, now boosted by Gill and Marion, most weeks. The gates 
are kept locked so that we can keep to the correct social distancing and it 
has been a pleasure (well most of the time) to be able to look after the 
flower beds.  

The borders from the West steps to the Wheatsheaf were cleared and we 
were able to stand back and admire them, but three weeks ago when we 
looked again all we could see was weeds, no soil in sight. The rain during 
August had encouraged every weed you can imagine to grow. It took two 
barrow loads to clear but as it is the one border that is not really seen we 
have not been too diligent as we have plenty of work to do. 

Mick has been busy clearing all the drain gutters ready for the winter and a 
brilliant job he has done. However, he still has some hyacinth bulbs to reset. 
The cosmos and tobacco plants have flourished and are enormous. They 
have given a very colourful display, along with the roses and David Clarke’s 
fuchsias. Tony cuts the Garden of Rest grass most weeks and he and 
Yvonne keep it looking cared for. The low wall at the top of the West steps 
was covered in ivy but no longer. Ask Gill for more details! 

The PCC decided that the car park should be covered with new gravel, so 
three tonnes were ordered and delivered one Wednesday morning. 
Fortunately, because of our more mature years several younger volunteers 
turned out to help us spread the gravel. Our thanks go to Steve, Mark B. 
Phil and Ali who all worked well (under my supervision). Unfortunately, 
three tonnes were not enough so two weeks later another tonne arrived - 
but after we had gone home. The next day Sue and Steve helped me to 
spread it, I was only allowed to rake the gravel because Sue would not let 
me do any of the heavy work (Steve called it “Help the Aged”). 

The two troughs outside the hall have been planted for the winter with 
daffodils and pansies. Various bulbs have been planted in other beds so that 
in the Spring the borders will be 
colourful. 

We really enjoy our Wednesday 
mornings and hope that the end results 
help to cheer you up in these difficult 
times.                               Bob Bates 

Gardeners’ Report 
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Remember, remember… 

 

Diocese of Peterborough – Magazine Resource – November 2020 
Produced by the Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough, PE1 1YB 

Tel: 01733 887000  Email: communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 
www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

N 
ovember – 1st: All Saints, 

2nd: All Souls, 5th: Guy 

Fawkes, 8th: Remembrance, 

11th: Armistice… 22nd: Christ the 

King (and 29th is Advent Sunday 

this year). Lots of church, 

community, and civic highlights. This 

year still very real, and very 

important – but subdued and maybe 

overshadowed by the virus. 

   Remembering still matters though. 

Not just wars and those lost in them 

or damaged by them, not just those 

currently in our armed forces – 

though we mustn’t minimise that at 

all. But we need to remember our 

story, our history (even Guy Fawkes 

and his co-conspirators). We need 

to remember our Church story, and 

who we are as the inheritors of all 

the saints, named and unnamed. 

We need to remember those we 

have lost, those who have gone 

before us into eternity. And above 

all, we need to remember that Jesus 

is still Lord, that Christ is still King, 

High King, Lord of lords and King of 

kings. 

   In these strange days of Covid-19 

- apparently running through the 

dark winter ahead - we need hope 

and light. In a sense, some of that 

comes through our support for each 

other, our continued self-discipline 

for the common good, and the 

scientific 

endeavour to 

find a cure or at 

least a vaccine. 

But in the 

deepest sense, 

hope and light 

come only 

through Christ – 

and we are assured of that by 

remembering the past. 

   Ultimately we have hope, and light 

at the end of every tunnel, because 

God is faithful.  

    Scripture and Church history point 

so consistently to a merciful, saving, 

promise-keeping, faithful God. 

Nothing “in all creation will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord”. “God is 

faithful, and he will not let you be 

tested beyond your strength.” “Come 

to me, all you who are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest.” 

   Remember, remember, what a 

faithful God we have. Remember, 

remember, his faithfulness to the 

saints of old. Remember, remember, 

that Jesus is King. Remember, 

+Donald 

Bishop of Peterborough 

mailto:communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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M 
ichael Moore, Vicar of St 
Mary's Church, 
Peterborough, got on his 

exercise bike in August for a 
fundraising challenge. Here is his 
story of just how hard it was… 
   Each year St Mary’s Church 
chooses a specific local charity to 
support, and this year it chose 
Peterborough Foodbank. As a result, 
a fundraising garden party is held at 
St Mary’s Vicarage every summer. 
However, this year, my wife Sue and 
I could not, as we usually do, fill 
people full of cakes and gently (and 
reverently) extract money from you! 
So instead, in a heat of madness, I 
said, “I will cycle to Land’s End on my 
exercise bike”. 
   The distance from Peterborough to 
Land’s End was 374 miles and I 
divided this into seven days – thus 54 
miles per day. 
   Notionally, I fixed a place in my 
mind where I would like to aim for 
each day – the places were Newport 
Pagnell, Swindon, Bristol, Taunton, 
Chagford, Bodmin and Land’s End. 
   I knew that it would take about four 
to five hours a day so I would have to 
fit my normal work around it all. 
   The first thing was to split the day 
into three sessions, and then each 
session into three-mile stints. I would 
set off, do the first three miles then 
stop, walk around the bedroom 
where the bike is, then walk 
downstairs and go back up again. I 
found this would allow the blood to 
find the numb areas, so as to refresh 
them before getting straight back on 
to the bike. 

   Boredom soon came into play. I 
kept looking at the speedometer and, 
as it seemed to slow down, I tried to 
amuse myself by looking out of the 
window. This did not work. So I said 
morning prayer, midday prayer and 
evening prayer whilst peddling. 
   As I got more proficient, I started to 
send emails whilst peddling and 
making phone calls. Who says men 
cannot multi-task?! 
   After day two, soreness started to 
be a problem. One church member 

Peterborough to Land’s End? On your bike! 
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told me to have a bath when I 
finished each night. That sounded 
good advice, but I was so tired after 
the last session I had a job to get out 
of the bath! One other member told 
me to put two banana skins in my 
shorts so as to ease things along. I 
did not do this because I didn’t want 
any slip-ups! 
   So I motored on and prayed as I 
went along, knowing that God would 
get me through it because He 
always has and always will. All I kept 
thinking of on day four was those 
people losing their jobs once 
furlough ends and being short of 
food. Jesus explicitly tells us to feed 
the hungry, so I kept on. 
   When not praying, I listened to two 
documentaries about the Falklands 
War – it was really interesting 
because they had accounts from 

both sides. I recall the war very 
clearly and how I was involved – I 
was working in a foundry at the time 
and we worked 18 hours a day for 
two weeks to make spare parts for 
the troops’ vehicles as they steamed 
down to the islands. When you hear 
these real-life stories, you are very 
grateful for what you have. 
   After a week of cycling, I finally 
‘arrived’ at Land’s End on the Friday 
night at 7pm and was sorely glad to 
have done it! 
   I was glad too that I have not (so 
far) had to fight in a war. 
   I was glad that I had raised some 
money for the Peterborough 
Foodbank and for the Church. 
   And I was really glad that I did not 
have to sit on a bike the following 
day! 

Nat Stiles is one of two new Mission 
Enablers (along with Sarah Howes) 
who joined the Gen2 project in 
September. She caught up with us 
to talk about her experiences of the 
last few months. 
   I am very lucky to be based in two 
different churches in our Diocese 
(St Peter and St Paul, Uppingham 
and St Andrew, Whissendine) which 
gives me the opportunity to be 
involved in different areas of 
ministry. I am passionate about 
intergenerational church, where 
each generation connects together 
to worship God. Although the last 

Lockdown log 

few months have seen so many 
restrictions, it has also given us a 
chance to try new and exciting ways to 
worship and stay connected. 
   Lockdown gave me an opportunity to 
pause, pray and fully think about where 
God was calling me to be. As a mum, I 
wanted to support parents/carers, so I 
turned my energy to a weekly 
newsletter, which included a short 
reflection and different links to ideas 
about online family-friendly worship. I 
also completed a mental health First 
Aid course, and I hope to be able to 
offer support to families and schools. 

Story continues overleaf 
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A host of useful information and resources to help you during this time can be 

found via www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/coronavirus 
 

After researching different ways to 
engage online, our youth group 
Rooted was able to restart meeting, 
but on Zoom – they are such a 
blessing to our church. It was so 
important to keep that connection with 
young people – to just take some time 
out of the week to worship together, 
play games and encourage them to 
keep going on their journeys with 
Christ. They particularly liked to laugh 
at my general knowledge when we 
challenged each other in a quiz! 
   Together we chose the name 
‘Rooted’, based on the Bible verse 
from Ephesians 3:17–18: “And I pray 
that you, being rooted and established 
in love, may have power, together 
with all the Lord’s holy people, to 
grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ”. This 
has helped us to remember that 
through all these unsettling times, our 
roots and connections are in Christ, 
and that we need to show these roots 

and Christ’s love to the people around 
us. 
   We won’t be able to go into schools 
for some time to deliver collective 
worship, but we have had great fun 
thinking of enjoyable ways to record 
worship for teachers to play in class. 
Over the last few weeks I’ve recorded 
the lost sheep from our farm, and I’ve 
climbed a tree for the story of 
Zacchaeus! I also had to learn how to 
edit videos, but this has really 
strengthened our relationship with the 
local school, and helped the teachers 
who are having to cope and adapt in 
so many new ways. 
   Going forward, it’s going to be more 
important than ever to get creative 
about worship and how we can reach 
out as a church. I feel really excited to 
see where God takes me, to keep 
looking for the light in the darkness 
and keep pushing on those new 
doors, making those spaces for God 
to come in and do his stuff! 

https://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus
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     What else is happening? 

Embrace The Middle East [a 
charity some of you may know 
better as Biblelands] has been 
providing our Christmas Carol 
Sheets for years and years. They 
work through partners on the 
ground in the Middle East: best 
able to identify and respond to 
needs. They wanted  to share just 
some examples of the work those 
amazing partners do – essential, 
life transforming work, among 
families and communities in the 
Middle East.  
 

Musalaha runs peace and 

reconciliation training for 
Israeli and Palestinian 
women – empowering 
women to influence their 
communities and advocate 
for peace and justice. One 
participant told us she valued 
the opportunity ‘to listen to 
others that are different to 
me in their behaviour or 
belief … and to learn from 
others, to broaden our 
knowledge on the different 
issues that can help us and 
the people around us.’ 

 

CAPNI helps strengthen livelihoods 
in Iraq for returnees – by providing 
no-interest loans and grants to help 
new businesses in their first year, 
so returnees can provide a secure 
future for their families, even in the 
midst of uncertainty and previous 
loss of homes and livelihoods. 
 

This support is so important to 
enable Embrace  to carry on their 
crucial work. For  more go to 
www.embrace.co.uk  
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Gloria was born in 1941 in York and spent the first few months of her 
life in a Moses basket under the dining table ... due to the air raids! 
Her father, William, was a Surveyor and Health Inspector working in 
the Leeds and Bradford area until 1946 when they moved to a village 
called Denholme which is five miles north of Haworth. Mother was 
at home looking after the new baby! 

Gloria’s childhood was spent roaming free over the Yorkshire 
moors, which she loved!  She does have an early memory of VE Day 
and the enormous bonfire and fireworks. Unfortunately this put her 
off bonfires for life! Five years after she was born her brother Keith 
came along, whom  she regularly helped care for. 

Attending Denholme Primary school she enjoyed History and 
Domestic Science, but failed her 11+. She moved on to Knight 
Rawlings College until she was 15, where she learned shorthand and 
book keeping. Not surprisingly her first job was with a firm of 
accountants in Bradford, as a junior shorthand typist.  

The family moved to Higham Ferrers in 1956 and she started 
working at a local Building Society and later as a secretary at Alfred 
St School - at the same time as David Clarke was a form master! 

Meeting George [who many readers will remember] was the next 
big event in her life. He was a Sunday School teacher at St Mary’s 
Higham and Gloria played the piano for the little ones. They became 
a couple and in 1962 were married at St Mary’s Church, Higham 
followed by a honeymoon in Bournemouth. They came home to 
their new house in St Margaret’s Avenue.  

They began coming to Rushden St Mary’s, and continued to attend 
regularly apart from a ten year break later on, when George wanted 
to go back to Higham church. 

They had three children - Dawn, Stephen and Gail. Both the 
daughters were married at St Mary’s and on both occasions assisted 
by George’s twin brother, the Rev Robert Wagstaff from Hartlebury. 

Meet the Congregation – Gloria Wagstaff 
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Dawn married during Michael 
Wilson’s time and Gail during 
Alan Smith’s.  

Later George became ill and 
Gloria looked after him for 
several years but then he had 
to go into a care home and 
alas, he passed away quite 
recently.  We are pleased Gloria 
is back with us again.  

Gloria has been delivering the 
Grapevine for more years than 
she can remember! 

Roving Reporter 

                                             

 

 

  

Person with Most Influence? 

I was always a free spirit .. ! 
 

Hobby? 
Gardening & Walking 

 

Guests to dinner?  
Gervaise Phinn: a very  

entertaining author 
 

What would you serve? 
Scampi, chips & peas followed by 

apple pie and ice cream 
 

Favourite Place? 
The Yorkshire Dales 

  

Special Treat? 
To go back to W 

Yorkshire!!! 
 

Proudest Moments? 
When my daughters were married 

 
 

Favourite Bible verse ? 
“Therefore my dear brothers and 

sisters, stand firm, let nothing 
move you, always give yourself 

fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know your labour in 

the Lord is not in vain!” 
1 Corinthians 15.58 

 

Those questions 
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P. G. SAVAGE 
PAPERHANGING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING 

FREE Estimates & Advice Given 
Reliable Service 

01933 316278 
10, Wymington Rd, Rushden, Northants 

PAINTERS & 
DECORATORS 

WITH 

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

Daffynitions  
Our  

advertisers 

  Net Affair Home 
Furnishings 

 
 clothing alterations 

 
12D, High St, RUSHDEN 

01933 411000 

 

 

Tears                            Glum drops 
Unabridged               A river you have                           
      to swim across 
Vitamin                       What you do 
     when someone 
     comes to the 
     house 
Walkie-talkie            A grounded 
    parrot 
 

“Given the state of our boilers, 
you’d think the Rector would be 

all for it” 

cP
ar

is
h

 P
u

m
p

 

Can you spot the hidden 
Corvid in this edition?  
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 Flowers 
for  

 

37A HighSt 
37a High St, Rushden  

01933 315840 

because style is always in bloom 
info@inbloombiz.co.uk 

Flowers for all occasions 
and gifts, chocolates . . . 

 Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Accident or illness can strike at any time.  

If you suffer a  loss of capacity to  
make decisions, what safeguards to protect 

your loved ones have you made? Can they manage your 
affairs if you are rendered incapable of doing so? 

For confidential advice on Powers of Attorney 
Contact us today to arrange a FREE initial consultation. 

Stephen Wilkins - 01933 426266 

Inter County Waste Management are 
typically cheaper than skip hire and more 
flexible - you only pay for what we take 

-
-friendly solution for 

households and business looking to 
dispose of waste.  
OTHER SERVICES 

Bin cleaning - Litter picking - House 
Clearance and much more 

CALL US TODAY! 
Brindley Close, Rushden, NN10 6EN 

01933 315872     

  

 Ribchester Carpentry 
all aspects of woodwork 

undertaken 
 

mob: 07508 052463 
e mail: 

jay.ribchester@gmail.com 

Providing high quality and 
safe care to support  

people at home 

  
  
  
  
  
 

Home care is safe care 
Our professional and DBS checked CAREGivers are 

required to protect you and themselves and are 
highly experienced and trained in using a 

combination of social  
distancing, infection control and PPE 

  
  

Keeping you safe and happy at home 
 Award-winning care 

 Same CAREGiver each visit 

 Highly trained CAREGivers 

 Our CAREGivers can facilitate activities to 
help stimulate the mind and body 

  Helping you stay connected with friends and 
family 

Call us: 01933 678775 
www.homeinstead.co.uk/east-northants 
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Looking Back at St Mary’s Magazines 

50 years ago 

November 1970 

Belfry Gossip 
We had a visit some 

weeks ago from an 

Evening Telegraph 

reporter. Poor chap came 

with the idea of having 

a go at ringing. I 

eventually summoned up 

enough courage and gave 

him a go, limiting him 

to one pull. He said 

later he could see why. 

He spent the evening 

observing and chatting 

to all and sundry, which 

led us to expect a grand 

write-up. Nothing has 

been seen. 

Tintinnabulum 
 

Christmas at Ecton 
Ecton House will be open 

from Christmas Eve, 24 

December, to Monday 28 

December, to provide a 

Family Christmas for 

those who would 

otherwise be on their 

own. Apply for details 

to The Warden, Ecton 

House, Ecton, 

Northampton. [Tel. 

Cogenhoe 666] 

25 years ago 
 

November 1995 

Grapevine 
It is difficult to drive 

through the streets of 

Rushden at present ... 

trenches take up half 

the road [laying TV 

cable]... I might be 

forgiven for feeling a 

little depressed when I 

think of the competition 

for the church 

magazine! ... 
 

We have recently been 

voted Best Magazine in 

the Diocese but what can 

we offer compared to 

[other] media?... Dramas 

happen every day to our 

parishioners, but how, 

as editor, do I hear of 

them? Curiosity is what 

sells newspapers.  
 

The magazine can be an 

outreach medium, but we 

need the help of our 

readers to give the 

’seasoning’ to a bland 

diet of facts. Let’s get 

out of churches into the 

MEDIA picture. 
 

Margaret Akroyd, Editor  
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Crossword No 372 
ACROSS 
1 ‘-- -- all loves 
excelling’, (hymn) 
(4,6) 
8 Rental vehicle (7) 
9 Namely (2,3) 
10 Dim (5) 
11 Liquor (7) 
12 Fall in America (6) 
14 Pineapple (6) 
16 Excess (7) 
17 18 down dam (5) 
19 Pessimist (5) 
20 Son of Abraham 
and Hagar (7) 
21 Extra (10) 

 
DOWN 
1 ‘-- -- in heavenly 
splendour’, (hymn) 
(4,9) 
2 Priest (5) 
3 Tabitha, Christian woman of Joppa (6) 
4 Papal palace (7) 
5 ‘-- -- -- -- our God’, (hymn) (3,5,2,3) 
6 Jezebel’s husband (4) 
7 Needle (6) 
12 French Rhineland region (6) 
13 Last Old Testament book (7) 
15 Birthplace of St. Francis (6) 
17 Pale (5) 
18 Egyptian river (4) 

Solution to Crossword No 371 

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19 20

21

A L F R E S C O E Z R A

R R P H S U C

C L E R I C A L E R R O R

H E S P P O

A L L C R E A T U R E S

P U O L U E T

R U N U P S T A I C H I

O C A S G L C

B E H O L D T H E M A N

A I P S I D

B E T H A T A S I T M A Y

L W N U M E E

E B O R O L E A N D E R
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Barry Miller 
GENTLEMEN’S HAIR STYLIST 

40-42, HIGH STREET SOUTH RUSHDEN 
 

6 FULL TIME STYLISTS 

Walk in or for appointments ring 
 

01933 356483 

PARKING 

OPPOSITE 

 

 

NOBLE EYE CARE 
Est 1963 

 

Affordable  
Family Eye Care 

Celebrating 58 years in our community 

Now at: 
89 High St, Rushden  

NN10 0NZ 

312551 
www.nobleopticians.co.uk  

 

 

£5 million  

public liability  

insurance 

Rushden based 

 
John Hadley      tel: 07973 828897 

email: jjhadley71@gmail.com 

Hadley Woodland Management 
hedge trimming 

pruning  - tree removal 

seasoned woodland logs 

hedge & tree planting 

small woodland  

management  

& conservation   
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A & J COULSON 
Plumbing, Heating & Gas Engineers 

Boiler Servicing 

Bathrooms & Showers 
 

T:  01933 355703 

M:  07734 046 331 or 07927 163 039 

E: coulson166@btinternet.com 
Established 1966 

 

Hollis Brothers 
High class butchers 

 

44 Duck St. Rushden 

357763 
Friendly, personal service 

PETER TOMAS 
Comprehensive Glazing Service  

Boarding Up & Property Secured  

Property Maintenance  

Garage Doors Installed 

Tel: 359688 

PETER DRAPER 
Photographic 

 

* PASSPORT PHOTOS * 
BINOCULARS  * TELESCOPES 

65, High St, RUSHDEN   
419909 

P. W. HOUSE 
54, High Street, Rushden 
 

Rushden’s Family Jeweller 
For over 60 years     
 

Tel: 418877 

The 
Distinctive 

Jeweller 

R J Smith & Son 

 Shoe Repairs 
 Engraving 

 Gifts 
 Locksmiths 

 Watch Straps & 
Batteries 

4 Hamblin Court  
Rushden NN10 0RU 

Tel: 01933 358541 
www.rjsmith-son.co.uk  

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
All types of tree work undertaken 

 
01933 356205     

A . ABBOTT & SONS 
PERSONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

BEDFORD ROAD, RUSHDEN 
 

‘Owned and operated by  
the Abbott family for four generations’ 

 

Tel: Rushden 312142 
24 HOUR SERVICE TO ALL AREAS 

 

Private Chapel of rest, 
Service Chapel, Catering suite, 

Memorial display, Floral tributes 
Pre-paid plans available         Est. 1885 

 

www.abbottfunerals.co.uk 
info@abbottfunerals.co.uk 

RUSHDEN SCHOOL 
OF MOTORING         Tel: 312874 
4 Hall Avenue, Rushden, NN10 9ET 

Practical and theory tuition  
in manual and automatic cars                

Probably Rushden’s oldest  established 
driving school: 1957-2020 

mailto:info@abbottfunerals.co.uk
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1 November - All Saints Day  

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Holy Communion  

Morning Prayer 

11.00am Family Service 

8 November  -- Remembrance Sunday 

9.30am 

10.55am 

11.30am 

All Age Service 

Act of Remembrance 

Civic Service 

 

10.45am 

 

Remembrance 
Service &  Holy 
Communion 

 15 November  - Second Sunday before Advent 

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Service 

Holy Communion 

 

11.00am 
 

Morning Prayer 

22 November - Sunday next before Advent 

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Service 

Morning Prayer 

 

11.00am 
 
Holy Communion 

 

29 November - Advent Sunday  

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Service 

Advent Praise 

 

11.00am 
 
Morning Prayer 

Midweek Service in St Mary’s Church 
Thursdays 10.30am Holy Communion [BCP] 

 

ON-LINE SERVICES 
Sunday Service 10.00am on Facebook & YouTube 

Bumps & Babes:  Facebook on Monday mornings at 10.00am. 
Thought for Thursday: 10.30am on Facebook 

 

Access these services via stmaryschurchrushden.org and 
 

facebook.com/stmaryschurchrushden/  

St Peter’s  
Newton Bromswold 

Services for November 2020 
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 Mission Matters  -  Financial Update November 2020 

At this time of the year we like to inform you all of the contributions St 
Mary’s has made to our Mission Partners, at home and abroad. We can 
give a 10% tithe of our Church’s General Income which means this year we 
will distribute over £12,300 to our six mission partners. 

It has been allocated as follows: 

 20% to CPAS  

 20% to CMS – Tearfund  

 20% to CMS - to support the Mission work Derek and Jane 
Waller started in the Toliara Diocese of Madagascar. 

 20% to Wycliffe Bible Translators: Brian and Val Hodgkin. 

 10% to Langham Partnership 

 10% to the Church Army 

Due to Covid-19 UK Government restrictions the church was 
closed on Good Friday therefore there are no collections to 
donate to CMJ [The Church’s Ministry among Jewish People]. 

The Mission Quiz sheets this year have been distributed by 
email [see note on p10 and St Mary’s Website for alternatives]. 

Our Lent Appeal raised £354 and the Harvest collection raised £654 and 
was donated to Tearfund. 

On behalf of the Mission Committee, I would like to thank everyone for 
their prayerful support and financial donations throughout a difficult year 
with Covid-19.                                          Martin Compton 

 

  

https://twitter.com/CMJ1809
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Seeing Jesus from the East,  Ravi 
Zacharias and Abdu Murray 
[Zondervan: paperback 2020] 
The authors of this book have their 
roots in the East. Abdu Murray was 
born into a Muslim family. The 
essence of their book is their desire 
to share with Christians, particularly 
those in the Western churches, 
insights that emerge if we consider 
the Middle Eastern culture within 
which Jesus fulfilled his vocation.  
 

They insist that Christianity is not an 
Eastern religion, nor is it, as is often 
assumed today, a Western religion. It 
is for the whole world, in accordance 
with God’s covenant with Abraham.  
 

I found that seeing Jesus through 
Eastern eyes refreshed and enlarged 
my understanding of Jesus’ teaching. 
It also helped me to see reasons why 
for those of us brought up in the 
Western churches it can be 
exceptionally difficult to witness 
effectively in the East. In a short 
review it is not possible to provide an 
adequate summary of the contents 
of this book. I encourage you to read 
it. However, a couple of illustrations 
derived from it may be sufficient. 
 

In a chapter entitled “Honour, shame 
and Jesus” the authors assert that 
we often interpret our relationship 
with God through the lenses of our 
relationships with each other. In the 

West we structure relationships 
around the concepts of innocence 
and guilt. In the East the overarching 
concepts are honour and shame. It 
was within this latter framework that 
Jesus had to work. However, within 
the Gospels we encounter both ways 
of thinking.   
 

A second illustration drawn from the 
book shows how easy it is to be 
ignorant of the origins of the church. 
The story is told of a church in 
America that wanted to foster peace 
in the Middle East, so it arranged a 
meeting with a Palestinian pastor 
from Bethlehem. Their first question 
to him was, “When did you convert 
to Christianity? The reply was, “my 
family’s Christian heritage goes back 
to the second century.  When did you 
guys convert?”  

Tony Smith 

Also recommended:  Kenneth E. 

Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern 

Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels, 

[SPCK. 2008] Ed.  

 

     Book Review 
“... My family’s Christian 
heritage goes back to the 

2nd Century.  When did you 
guys convert? ” 
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We are continuing with limited Sunday service ringing, mostly on five 
bells, using Brenda's rota. There is currently no indication of when things 
may change, but we are keeping an eye on the situation and following all 
the safety advice as it is being  made available. 

Thank you for all the comments of appreciation saying how nice it is to 
hear the bells ringing again, this is greatly encouraging for us to 
continue. 

Contact between ringers is still being maintained and a virtual practice 
held when possible while not able to meet in the tower on a Friday 
evening, although sometimes the internet seems to disrupt our 'ringing' 
with the Ringing Room program. 

The Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Bellringers has now held its AGM 
which was a virtual meeting using Zoom because the Covid-19 
restrictions prevented us from gathering and ringing together. Despite 
which about 60 people 'attended'.  

The Rector of Towcester - where the AGM had been scheduled - had 
recorded a video containing prayers and remembered members who 
had died since the last AGM.  Seven members received 50-year 
membership certificates, which will be presented in due course, and two 
Life Honorary Member were elected.  

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2019 were also accepted before 
grants from the Bell Fund towards work on four bell installations were 
voted on and accepted. The secretary advised a list of dates for events 
for 2021 in the hope that these will be able to take place, then Simon 
gave a report of the recent Central Council of Church Bellringers AGM, 
which was also held by Zoom. All this happened before the election of 
Guild Officers for the next year where the President, who had previously 
given his intention to retire, was the only change, all other officers were 
re-elected. Simon remains the Guild Master and Cathy the 100-Club 
organiser. A small amount of Any Other Business concluded the meeting. 
Thanks to the Guild Officers who worked hard to make this Zoom 
meeting a success in this unusual time. 

Tintinnabulum 

Belfry Gossip 
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