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 As ever the theme 
for this edition of 
grapevine emerged in 
its own subtle way and 
in its own time. Rarely , 
however, do I get as far 
into the editing week as Wednesday 
without seeing its emergence.  

The first time it happened I treated 
it as a surprising but eminently 
welcome one-off: now I just wait in 
all faith for it to appear. The ‘tell 
tale’  is when two pieces appear 
from different directions, and 
different brains, at about the same 
time, with a clear, God-given 
connection. This time it was the 
quotation from Hebrews on the 
cover highlighted by Steve and the 
prayer on p15 from the Archdeacon. 
After that everything fell into place. 
Yes, as Gordon Steele puts it, our 
illusion of material and physical 
immunity has been shattered, but 
the result is to recognise afresh our 
need of God.   Amen to that!  

Jude Curtis, Editor 



4 

 

From Steve  . . . 

Dear Friends, 

As the sun streams through the study window on 
this delightful mid-September afternoon, it’s hard 
to centre my thoughts on the approaching autumn 
season. I want to savour every bit of warmth 
that’s left to us in this “Indian summer”!  But by the time you receive this 
edition, our celebration of Harvest Thanksgiving will be over, and we will 
undoubtedly be truly into autumn, with a marked drawing in of the days 
and cooling temperatures.  

As of today, new restrictions (“the rule of six”) with regard to Covid-19 
have come into force -  so even as we encounter the shortening days, we 
are also faced with the gloomy realisation that we are coming into 
autumn and winter without a vaccine available.  It is frustrating to wait 
outdoors in a queue for the post office on a sunny morning in June; it will 
be a considerably more so on a cold, wet afternoon in January.  

Yet, as we settle in to the “new normal” and realise that the situation will 
be with us for some time, it’s so important to be positive and maintain 
hope. Hope – not simply to get us through the shortening days  - but 
hope to help us deal positively with restrictions and disruption to family 
gatherings that many understandably look forward to over the Christmas 
holidays.  I certainly hope that the track and trace system becomes more 
effective; that testing will be available for all who need it, with results 
coming back in a timely manner; and that schools, workplaces and our 
churches can continue to function without even further restrictions.  I 
hope that a safe and effective vaccine will be developed and made 
available widely within months rather than years.   I hope that you – and 
all those that you and I love – will come safely through the coming 
autumn and winter. Yes, hope is essential for our mental well-being, even 
as we come to terms with living under restrictive conditions.   

I pray for the efforts of the Government, but I do not base my hope on 
them.  I pray for the medical researchers and the NHS, but my hope is not 
built on them.  
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What is the foundation and basis of my hope?  My hope is centred on the 
person and the promise of God who, through Christ, has secured our 
salvation and continually 
transforms us through his 
Spirit.  

It is essential as the 
people of God that we 
resolutely put our faith 
and hope in Him.  In 
practical terms, as we 
prepare for living under the shadow of threat and current restrictions, 
we need, as Bishop Donald reminded us, to “pace ourselves and prepare 
for the long haul”. This will mean some mental readjustments.  Do not 
expect things in church (or anywhere else) to be like they were last year.  
Do not put life on hold, but try to see how best to live, give, love and 
work each day that God’s provides.   

Do not try to just hold your breath until the wave subsides;  none of us 
will be able to stay under water until this has past – we need to develop 
the spiritual and psychological equipment to breathe “underwater” – like 
a scuba diver!  So make the time to stay close to God through prayer and 
reading his Word.  Make the time to stay close to others – in church, 
family, friends and beyond – through phone calls, shouting greetings 
from six feet apart, texts, emails, zoom meetings, whatever!   This will be 
increasingly important as the weather becomes more inclement.   

Never be lacking in zeal,  
but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.  

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  
Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.  

Practise hospitality.     Romans 12.12-13 
 

God will enable us, not just to survive, but in strange and new ways, He 
will enable us to thrive in this new situation.  Look out for what God is 
doing, where he is working, and work with him.  Look out for and count 
your blessings – they will often pop up where we least expect them!   

                                                                           Steve 

“We have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul ,  

firm and secure” 
Hebrews 6.19 
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More years ago than I want to think about someone 
described war to me as a ‘grand stochastic process’. 
Exactly when, where, and who had the temerity to throw 
it into a conversation is a mystery, but the idea surfaces 
from time to time - particularly now. 

According to the internet a ‘stochastic process’ describes the evolution in 
time of a random phenomenon. From a mathematical point of view the 
theory was settled around 19501, although the OED gives 1662 as the 
earliest occurrence of ‘stochastic’ as a proper word2. This narrows my 
personal field of acquisition to anywhere above the age of two.  

These days I’m more likely to say, “Stuff happens” - and stuff is continuing 
to happen as we speak.  

Over the last six months we’ve been expected to treat as normal 
extraordinary demands on our patience and resourcefulness. We’ve been 
invited [and sometimes coerced] into becoming more long-suffering than 
most of us have ever managed before.  The best approach and defence is 
to maintain hope in the Lord  - a recurring theme in this edition - and twist 
the constraints on living anywhere near normally  with as much ingenuity 
as we can without breaking the law or subverting its principles. 

My approach from the word go  has been to pay more attention to the 
basics - and consciously uncouple from redundant possessions like a car.   
In the absence of Grand Designs and long-range plan juggling, what’s right 
under my nose has a new and profound fascination.   

I am reminded of an email, way back in April, from a reader who had 
grasped this aspect of lockdown both very early and in one fell swoop. 
She described, ‘looking [outside] and watching two beetles crossing the 
patio and having a silent wager with myself which will be the victor. Gosh, 
who knew enforced retirement could be so enlightening and mind 
blowing!!’ 3 

Sometimes it’s enough to look at what’s under your nose more carefully. 
I’ve certainly undone a lifetime of first, planning escape from Rushden as a 
priority, and second, staying away - though working in both Baghdad and 
Kano were perhaps, on reflection, a tad extreme measures to take.  After  

  Editorial - Right under your nose 
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a few tentative stabs into the surrounding countryside I was hooked: 
questioning what, exactly, all those years ago, I was escaping from? And 
the exploration has grown from there, and the rewards: in distance and 
appreciation compounded, and become the new ‘normal’.  

I’m still finding little gems every week which other people have known for 
ever, but perhaps don’t visit any more. It’s a kind of regression to 
childhood in the nicest possible way - if you were beginning to feel sorry 
for my deprived upbringing I have to say I spent most of my childhood in 
two successive houses which backed onto Hall Park, both with private 
access to an infinite resource of friable soil to practice underground 
chamber construction in, and masses of to-hand building materials in 
fallen branches and dead leaves.  Becoming an architect was a no-brainer.  

So my humble advice is to think like a child. Treat the world as ‘unknown’. 
Or don’t ‘think’ at all: just let impressions of what is around you flicker 
over your consciousness. Something interesting is bound to surface. A 
new connection. A forgotten interest that sends you heading for the 
bookshelves or the sewing or toolbox. A sudden, overwhelming desire to 
make bread for the first time in years just for the pleasure of the aroma 
pervading the whole house. Let your curiosity loose - as children can do 
without thinking. Visit the familiar with new eyes.  

Jude Curtis, Editor 

1 quora.com 

2 sciencedirect.com/topics/neuroscience 
3 You may be pleased to know the smaller beetle won.  

“But to me there is a peculiar, quiet charm in these broad meadows 

and gentle eminences. They are better than mountains, because 

they do not stamp and stereotype themselves into the brain, and 

thus grow wearisome with the same strong impression, repeated 

day after day. A few summer weeks among mountains, a lifetime 

among green meadows and placid slopes, with outlines forever 

new, because continually fading out of the memory — such would 

be my sober choice.” 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel. A Wonder Book and Tanglewood Tales (Illustrated) .  
Didactic Press.  Kindle Edition. 
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St Mary’s Church Office 
While the Church Office is currently 
closed,  messages may be left via 
email - 
stmaryschurchoffice@btinternet.com  
Or on the office phone [412335] as 
these are checked every few days.  
 

Notices will be put on the church 
website and requests for posters will 
be fulfilled  and put up in the porch 
and Church Hall.   
 

For prayer requests, please phone or 
email Steve at the Rectory [312554 / 
sprior@toucansurf.com]. 
 

Thank you ... 
to all my friends at St Mary’s for all 
their cards, gifts and good wishes for 
my Eightieth Birthday in September. 
It is overwhelming the amount I have 
had, and is greatly appreciated . 
God Bless you all.           Ellen Inwood 

 
Transfer of Reader Licence 
“As you may know I asked to be 
seconded to St Peter's, Midland 
Road, so that I could help out during 
the coronavirus lockdown.  
  

I feel that the direction my ministry is 
going - with lots of reflective and 
meditative services - is a good fit for 
St Peter's so have prayerfully 
decided, with the backing of Steve 
and Rachel that I will be transferring 
my licence over to join St Peter's 

more formally. I feel this is the place 
God is calling me to be now.  
  

I would like to take this opportunity 
to say a big 'thank you' to all you 
wonderful people at St Mary's for all 
your support and encouragement 
over the years and I hope to remain 
in touch with many of you as I move 
on to the next stage of my ministry. 
Blessings to you all,   Ruth Compton ” 
  

October 2020 
 

Behind the Communion Table 
We have a new rota for October 

bringing flowers back to the 
space behind the Communion 

Table.  
4   Peter White [arranged by 

Jude Curtis] 
11   Mary Hadley 
18  Julie West 
25 Judy Perkins [arranged by 

Ellen Inwood] 
 

Memorial Chapel 

There will be no flowers in the 
Memorial Chapel for  

the time being.  

Flower Rota 

St Mary’s News 
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Newton Church News 
Newton - Altar Flowers for 
September 
4        Mrs Beeby 
18    Helen Lines 
 

Newton - Church 
Bike Ride 
The Northants 
Historic Churches 
Trust Church Bike 
Ride took place on 
Saturday 12 September and it was a 
lovely sunny day for the bike 
ride.  This year Newton had visitors 
from St Mary’s in Rushden, Hargrave 
and Stoke Doyle. 
 

Newton Harvest Festival 
The Harvest Festival Service will take 
place on Sunday 4 October at     
11.00 am.  This year we are collecting 

food for the Rushden Food Bank – 
any donations gratefully received. 
  

Spot the signs of a Cannabis 
Factory 

Help the police: look out for: 

  Curtains & windows closed and 
drawn, even in hot weather. 

  Strange comings and goings 
from the address with vehicles 
attending very late at night. 

  Smells coming from the address 
that could indicate cannabis is 
being grown. 

  Light coming from roof spaces 
or leaking through the building 
in odd places. 

 
  Sounds of fans         

constantly running 
at the address  

  Cables running to and from 
lamp-posts nearby. 

  Rubbish bags full of garden 
related waste. 

  Occupants & visitors who are 
rarely seen except at odd hours 
of the day. 

  Condensation on the windows. 

  Copious amounts of fertiliser 
being taken to the address at 
odd times         

                    Christine McKenzie 

Local interest 

Services at St Mary’s & St Peter’s 
Newton Bromswold  

We carry a full October Service 
Schedule on p28 for both our 
churches, with full details of 

Services in Church and Online: on 
Sundays and during the week.  

Church services 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=neighbourhood+watch+logo+uk&id=0FF7DD8A688349D84B912D6EDA0971D9F39C8794&FORM=IQFRBA
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Children’s Society 
The Children’s 
society Autumn 
Quiz:  “Boys will be 
Boys” This is now 
available [price £1] from: Joy 
Holloway on 318415, Pam Bailey on 
313195 and Committee 
Members.  There are three prizes of 
£10 each to be won.  Closing date 31 
December 2020 

Justin Welby, Archbishop of 
Canterbury continues to support a 
useful and uplifting resource 
through the Daily HOPE free phone 
line.  This includes a loop of well-
loved hymns, reflections and other 

resources accessible through a 
straightforward number-pressing 
exercise.  A genuinely helpful 
resource for those without internet 
access - and for those who have!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

ENCS and Covid-19 update 

Wanted! – a volunteer to become 

the next ENCS Treasurer: more info 
is available from Andrew Presland 
(contact details below) 
 

Rushden Night Shelter remains 
closed as we aim to create a safe 
place for residents, staff and 
volunteers and cannot yet do this 
effectively in line with government 
guidance. However, prior to 
shutting, all the residents were re-
housed, and we continue to work 
with the council to support them.  
 

Rushden Food Bank is open every 
Tuesday and Thursday 9.30am – 12 
noon for those that need food 
parcels due to financial difficulty. If 
anyone is not in financial difficulty 
but cannot get to the shops for 
whatever reason, they should get in 
touch with the Coronavirus support 
hub on 0300 126 1000 (Option 5) for 
help. The Food Bank would welcome 

More interesting stuff . . .  
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donations of food, carrier bags in 
good condition, or money at this 
time.  Sara Owst is happy to 
provide more details  
[sara.owst@encs.org.uk  or 07814 
406731] 

 

The next Friends of Refugees - 
East Northants meeting will take 

place using Zoom from 7.30pm on  
Thursday 8 October.  It will be a 
virtual meeting,  to which everyone 
is invited. Please contact Andrew 
Presland (details below) any time 
before the meeting if you would 
like him to send you the web-link. 
  

andrew.presland.harborough58@gmai
l.com or by phone on 01933 316927 if 
you would like any more information 
on anything mentioned in this section.  
 

Hold Still 

Hold Still is the digital exhibition 
compiled by The National Portrait  

Gallery and is available to view 
through their website npg.org.uk.  
 

It contains amazing images, both 
heart-warming and challenging. 
There were 31,598 entries to be 
judged by a panel spearheaded by 
The Duchess of Cambridge. It 
represents a ‘unique collective 
portrait of the UK during 
lockdown’. 18/100 “Prayers for our 
Community” features the back 
view of a priest, with photos of the 
congregation occupying the empty 
seats of his church in London in the 
early days of lockdown.  
 

Advent 

October’s not too early to start 
making plans for Advent and 
Embrace the Middle East are ready 
with every resource you need. Go 
to their website [embraceme.org] 
for new ideas for 2020.  

 

mailto:sara.owst@encs.org.uk
mailto:andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com
mailto:andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com
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Other News and Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you might find 
These images on The Back Page are 
courtesy of Sue Prior, taken on 
recent local walks : the 
Sunflower gracing The Greenway 
and this gorgeous ‘foreign’ beast 
near Rushden Lakes.  

Food for thought and prayer ... 

  
  

 

 

A prayer to start the day 
 

Heavenly Father, I pray that I 
may not be so consistent in the 

small things of life that I will 
lose the great inspirations that 

come to the soul.  
 

Broaden my life, that I may 
have the freedom of heart and 
mind to pass over the failures 

and interruptions, and with 
vigorous energy continue in the 

progress of life.  Amen 

... and a little humour 
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A man is as miserable as he 
thinks he is. Seneca 
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History will remember when the world stopped 
And the flights stayed on the ground 

And the cars parked in the street 
And the trains didn’t run. 

 

History will remember when the schools closed 
And the children stayed indoors 

And the medical staff walked towards the fire 
And they didn’t run. 

 

History will remember when the people sang 
On their balconies, in isolation 

But so very much together 
In courage and song. 

 

History will remember when the people fought  
For their old and their weak 

Protected the vulnerable 
By doing nothing at all. 

 

History will remember when the virus left 
And the houses opened 

And the people came out 
And hugged and kissed 

And started again.  
 

Kinder than before. 

 
Donna Ashworth, www.ladiespassiton.com  

This poem was sent out by Amnesty International in the early days of 
lockdown.  

It demonstrates just how much has changed - how much stuff we didn’t 
anticipate - situations we hadn’t even contemplated. The Coronavirus already 
has a history, is constantly changing, flexing its muscles and fighting back in 
new ways. I like this poem because of its innocence: as innocent as Boris 
Johnson’s ‘This will all be over by Christmas.” 

Most of all I love the sense of hope, the ‘coming through’ tough times but also 
being changed by them. Ed.  

Remembering [Already]  
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The new normal? 

  

Diocese of Peterborough – Magazine Resource – October 2020 
Produced by the Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough, PE1 1YB 

Tel: 01733 887000  Email: communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

W 
e find ourselves living through 
extraordinary and demanding 
times, where many things that 

might previously have been relied upon 
to be reasonably stable and secure have 
suddenly become quite provisional and 
uncertain – whether that be income and 
employment, education and future 
prospects, health and wellbeing, or even 
what will be able to happen in our church 
life and worship, week by week. 
  

   We have had to become used to 
lockdown, to greater working and 
studying at home, to wearing face masks 
and keeping our social distance, to being 
restricted as to when we can meet up 
with our wider family and friends, to 
conducting worship online and taking part 
in meetings on Zoom. 
  

   Life for us has quite suddenly taken on 
some of the precariousness and fragility 
that was familiar to the generations who 
went before us and who built many of the 
places of worship that we now cherish. 
We in the western world, perhaps rather 
naively, thought that we had moved on 
from, and escaped, the deprivations and 
challenges that had afflicted our 
ancestors (but which remain the 
characteristics of life to this day in many 
less developed, stable and privileged 
parts of the world). We had been 
encouraged to believe – or, at least, to 
act – as though we had ‘come of age’ 
and were in control of our destiny. 
  

   Now, however, the bubble has burst, 
the illusion has been shattered and our 
human vulnerability has become all too 
obvious to us and to those around us. 
Some of us have been ill, many have lost 
loved ones, and the caring professions 

have been under immense pressure. 
 

    As this has unfolded, online worship 
seems to have attracted greater numbers 
than had recently attended face-to-face 
worship, but whether that will lead to 
greater numbers of active disciples, we do 
not yet know. 
 

    However, whether or not our numbers 
have immediately increased, we ourselves 
have surely been chastened and 
challenged to recognise afresh our own 
need of God. We have been starkly 
reminded of what we really did know all 
along – that all that is around us is of a 
transitory nature, and that there is only 
One in whom to put our faith, and to whom 
our eternal wellbeing can be entrusted. 
    I wish you every blessing as we adapt to 
the evolving nature of the ‘new normal’, 
and as we seek to witness afresh to our 
unchanging and dependable God, and to 
his love for all people and his desire for 
them to be in a conscious living 
relationship with him. 
  

   For them and for ourselves, we pray: 
  

The Lord bless you and watch over you,                          
the Lord make his face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you,    
the Lord look kindly on you and give  

you peace;                       
that we who are wearied                                               

by the changes and chances of this 

fleeting world,                       
may rest upon his eternal 

changelessness. 
 

  
  

 
Gordon Steele 
Archdeacon of Oakham  

mailto:communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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O 
n Saturday 29th August, 
Chris Dommett, one of our 
Gen2 Youth Champions 

based at St Mary's Wollaston, took 
part in a very special challenge. He 
walked from Irchester to 
Peterborough Cathedral and back 
in aid of Cancer Research UK, a 
total of 93 km, in 24 hours.  

  

The inspiration for Chris’ challenge 
was his mum, Heather, who was 
diagnosed with leukaemia in 
September last year. COVID-19 
put pay to Chris’ initial plans, but 
as can be seen by our interview 
with Chris below, he was able to 
complete the challenge and has 
already raised a huge amount of 
money. 

  

Could you tell us more about 
your challenge, Chris? I 
understand that you were 
planning to do a walk of the 
south coast – is that right? 

  

Yes, the challenge was simple – 
walk 100 km in 24 hours to raise 
money for Cancer Research UK. I 
had originally planned to take part 
in a larger event called the South 
Coast Challenge where you walk, 
as the name states, along the 
south coast of England for 100km, 
with a dedicated support team 
included at each rest point, with 
proper meals made, doctors, 
physiotherapists, massages etc. 
But due to Covid it was cancelled 
so I decided to do it myself without 
a professional support team – just 
friends and family bringing me 
water and food bags. 

  
Could you describe your route in 
detail? 

  

So my planned route was Irchester, 
Rushden, Higham Ferrers, Chelveston, 
Hargrave, Covington, Catworth, (old) 
Weston, Winwick, Great Gidding, 
Caldecote, Stilton, Norman Cross, 
Peterborough Cathedral and back 
again to Chelveston, except instead of 
Stilton to go through Folksworth. 

  

How did you discover that the walk 
from your house to the Cathedral 
and back would be close to 100 km? 
  

So when I found out the main event 
was likely to be cancelled, I still wanted 
to honour what had been donated so 
far. I knew Leicester and back was the 
right distance by road when I was using 
Google to drive there, so I started to 
wonder what else was around an 
hour's drive and I had a connection 
with. So I googled how many 
kilometres Peterborough Cathedral was 
from home – since I have been 
connected to Peterborough Diocese for 
nearly 20 years through my dad or 

A walking wonder 
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continued overleaf 

myself working – and the distance 
was just under halfway, so I played 
around with the routes to avoid 
main roads and found this route 
that was 93 km. 
  

So how was it on the day when 
you did your walk? 

  

On the whole, it was lovely. The 
weather was not bad – it was a ‘not 
warm enough to be in a T-shirt’ 
kind of day but this meant it was 
cooler, which made it easier to walk 
without getting too hot. Through the 
day I had visits from friends and 
family to help me keep a good 
pace, and I am thankful for that. 
  

Was it tougher than you 
thought? 

  

Definitely, yes. The first nine hours 
were great, but after that things 
started to hurt. I knew somewhere 
between 30 to 40 km in that I had 
developed (and then burst) a huge 
blister on my left foot, but I did 
what little First Aid I could and kept 
on walking. The next 30 km were 
hard but I was still able to keep on 
walking. At the 70 km point, I ‘hit 
the wall’ and hit it hard. It took a lot 
to keep going, it was hard to get 
energy, and at this point my hips 
and knees had declared war on 
me and each step was painful. But 
with friends who were walking with 
me through the night, I kept on 
going. 
  

 
  

Did anything unusual take place? 

  

Not overly unexpected, no (sadly). 
However, it was refreshing to 
experience the kindness of 
strangers. In Winwick, a lovely 
couple provided me with lunch and 
a donation as well. And later on in 
Stilton, Marion the churchwarden 
opened up the church building for 
me to use the facilities, have some 
coffee and a bit of cake, which was 
much appreciated. If anything 
unexpected did take place, it was 
our church youth worker and her 
family turning up at a random point, 
and having a small race with one of 
the young people – probably not the  
 

 

Halfway through 
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A host of useful information and resources to help you during this time can be 

found via www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus. 

wisest thing to do with blisters but 
ah well. There was also the 
moment when, at around 2.00am 
in the pitch-black, the police drove 
past in the middle of the 
countryside, only to come back 30 
minutes later asking what on earth 
I was doing! 

  

I understand your inspiration for 
the challenge has been your 
mum – how is she now? 

  

Yes, that's right. She is better than 
she was but her leukaemia has 
returned, and she will be starting 
chemotherapy again in a few 
weeks. She has good days and 
bad days in how she mentally is 
feeling about it, but we try to 
support her as best we can. 

  

What have you raised so far? 
What are you hoping to raise? 

  

I originally only wanted to raise 
£600 as that was what was needed 
to take part in the original event. 

However, after starting training and 
fundraising I soon raised that, so I was 
given a target of £2,000 by my main 
contact at Cancer Research UK. 
When I got over that amount, Cancer 
Research UK threw down the gauntlet 
of trying to get over £3,000 and I 
accepted that challenge. 

  

At the time of writing, I have currently 
raised (with God's help) a total of 
£4,920.65 (including Gift Aid) but I 
know I still have more to collect. I am 
also hopeful that my current employer 
Morrisons will match whatever I raise, 
and give this to Cancer Research 
UK. 

 

My fundraising page (https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
christopher-dommett1) is due to close 
for donations on 30th September, but 
people can still donate directly to 
Cancer Research UK via https://
www.cancerresearchuk.org/get-
involved/donate. 
  

Chris in action 

A well-earned rest at the end 

https://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/christopher-dommett1
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/christopher-dommett1
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/christopher-dommett1
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/get-involved/donate
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/get-involved/donate
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/get-involved/donate
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     What else is happening? 

Stables Christian Centre 
This Bolnhurst-based Christian 
Centre is currently advertising two 
posts: Garden/Outdoor Activities 
Coordinator, and a Kitchen 
Coordinator.   
 

The Bolnhurst Stables Trust is an 
interdenominational Christian 
charity founded in 1986 which aims 
to promote and witness to the 
Christian faith and way of life, 
particularly in relation to social 
issues, and to offer practical help 
and friendship to those on the 
margins of society. 
 

Projects in the past and present 
have offered work experience and 
support,  particularly to ex-
offenders, those with a mental 
illness or a learning disability and 
others with additional needs. 
 

The beautiful grounds are managed 
to encourage a wide variety of wild 
plants and natural habitats. Apart 
from plant sales, both herbs and 
fruit are used in making preserves 
and craft products, which are for 

sale in our shop and elsewhere. 
For further information about 
either post please contact Elizabeth 
Elphick on 01234 376237 or 
email: manager@stableschristiance
ntre.co.uk. Website: 
www.stableschristiancentre.co.uk  
 

Florence Nightingale &  
William Carey 
You may be interested to know 
that Andrew Presland  is [with 
Simon King: a paramedic from 
Whitefriars Church] writing an 
article/blog for Cross Keys 
Magazine, linking the historical 
figures of Florence Nightingale and 
our local man William Carey. The 
link is: https://
crosskeysmag.org.uk/?
p=4059&fbclid=IwAR1OgfxHX3IF0e
DXaqoifw3-
TN19rYqnr5_G2WRhued8vtknl7bn8
cGFDvk 
 

The Peterborough DEF Zoom 
meeting with Philip Evans arranged 
for October 1 has now been 
confirmed for 1.00pm: more 
information from Andrew Presland: 
01933  316927 
 

 

 

https://crosskeysmag.org.uk/?p=4059&fbclid=IwAR1OgfxHX3IF0eDXaqoifw3-TN19rYqnr5_G2WRhued8vtknl7bn8cGFDvk
https://crosskeysmag.org.uk/?p=4059&fbclid=IwAR1OgfxHX3IF0eDXaqoifw3-TN19rYqnr5_G2WRhued8vtknl7bn8cGFDvk
https://crosskeysmag.org.uk/?p=4059&fbclid=IwAR1OgfxHX3IF0eDXaqoifw3-TN19rYqnr5_G2WRhued8vtknl7bn8cGFDvk
https://crosskeysmag.org.uk/?p=4059&fbclid=IwAR1OgfxHX3IF0eDXaqoifw3-TN19rYqnr5_G2WRhued8vtknl7bn8cGFDvk
https://crosskeysmag.org.uk/?p=4059&fbclid=IwAR1OgfxHX3IF0eDXaqoifw3-TN19rYqnr5_G2WRhued8vtknl7bn8cGFDvk
https://crosskeysmag.org.uk/?p=4059&fbclid=IwAR1OgfxHX3IF0eDXaqoifw3-TN19rYqnr5_G2WRhued8vtknl7bn8cGFDvk
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Richard and his twin sister were born in Watford in 1950, where they 
continued to live until he left school. His  Mother brought them up on her 
own whilst working as a Doctor’s Receptionist. His earliest memories are 
of watching the train thundering through Watford Junction: they were 
fortunate enough to live near attractive countryside but still within easy 
reach of London.  

Mother took them both to the Parish Church of St Mary’s.  During his 
younger years he struck up a friendship with Chris Smith and later on they 
went Youth Hostelling together [This is Lord Chris Smith, Master of 
Pembroke College, Cambridge].   

At Watford Grammar School his interests were English, History and Art, in 
which he gained A levels. On leaving School he was given a small grant to 
study the Gothic Cathedrals of the Ile de France. He remembers  especially 
entering Chartres with the sunshine dazzling on the beautiful glass. Alas 
the grant wasn’t big enough [or his financial management good enough] 
as he spent his last night sleeping in a field.          

Richard studied Architecture at Sheffield University and whilst there he 
continued Drawing evening classes. He attributes his love of the Arts to his 
Grandmother who was an art teacher and took him with her to classes.  

Whilst at Sheffield he was befriended by members of the Christian Union 
and was impressed by the late evangelist and author David Watson.   

Richard has always been on the serious side but  valued friends who could 
make him laugh. He has spent time and a great deal of thought on the 
Design Argument1  and is convinced design in nature is reality and not an 
illusion as argued in The Blind Watchmaker 2.   

He wrote his dissertation on the influence of Ruskin’s writings on 
Architecture - which won him the History of Architecture prize.  His 
working life involved many projects including community centres, public 
housing schemes and some work on historic buildings - including the 
Guildhall in Northampton. His interest in art led to work and friendship 
with artists like Malcolm and Elke Pollard and Henry Bird. 

Richard and Gill were married for eighteen years and they have two sons - 
one by adoption from his wife’s former marriage. Unfortunately the 

Meet the Congregation – Richard Toosey 
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marriage ended three years ago: 
his wife returning to Scotland and 
Richard moving from the village 
of Ravensthorpe to Rushden. His 
son, William, still lives with him, 
though he is normally away at 
Portsmouth University studying 
Palaeontology.                     

Richard is grateful for the support 
of St Mary’s and for Tony Smith’s 
Home Group and is now a 
member of the PCC.  

Roving Reporter 

 

 
1 One argument for the existence 
of God through evidence that the 
world works well because 
someone, or something, must 
have designed it. Generally 
attributed to William Paley.  

2 Richard Dawkins’ argument for a 
Theory of Evolution based on a 
‘Universe without Design’.  

  

Person with Most Influence? 

David Watson 
 

Hobby? 
Art 

Guests to dinner?  
David Watson & Claude Monet 

 

What would you serve? 
I would let them choose, and serve it 

with a good red wine 

Favourite Place? 
Somewhere near water during  an 

English Spring 
  

Special Treat? 
A meal with friends 

Proudest Moments? 
Having a painting awarded Best in 

Show at Northampton Town & 
County Exhibition 

 

Favourite Bible verse ? 
“They will neither harm nor destroy 

on all my holy mountain,  for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of 

the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea”.    Isaiah 1.9  

Those questions 
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P. G. SAVAGE 
PAPERHANGING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING 

FREE Estimates & Advice Given 
Reliable Service 

01933 316278 
10, Wymington Rd, Rushden, Northants 

PAINTERS & 
DECORATORS 

WITH 

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

Daffynitions 
Our  

advertisers 

  Net Affair Home 
Furnishings 

 
 clothing alterations 

 
12D, High St, RUSHDEN 

01933 411000 
Last Minute  

A Note from David Crisp 

“I have recently started my own 
business, Wired4Autism, delivering 
licensed speaking and training on 
autism awareness from my 
personal and professional 
experiences via Zoom or Face to 
Face.  

I know that churches can be 
[unwittingly] very challenging 
places for people with autism and 
their families and carers, leading to 
a sense of social isolation within the 
Church Family. Autistic people and 
their families have so much to offer 
the church, both practically and 
spiritually, but too often they 
become disillusioned or feel 
excluded. As you are aware, I 
myself am a late diagnosed autistic 
adult with two adult children on the 
autism spectrum.” 

Wired4Autism.co.uk 
01933 413431 

07572 433801 

Romance                   Italian ants 
Rubberneck              What you do 
                  to help her                   
        relax                               
Shotgun                     A worn out 
        gun 
Sleeping bag             A nap sack 
Snoring                      Sheet music 
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 Flowers 
for  

 

37A HighSt 
37a High St, Rushden  

01933 315840 

because style is always in bloom 
info@inbloombiz.co.uk 

Flowers for all occasions 
and gifts, chocolates . . . 

 Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Accident or illness can strike at any time.  

If you suffer a  loss of capacity to  
make decisions, what safeguards to protect 

your loved ones have you made? Can they manage your 
affairs if you are rendered incapable of doing so? 

For confidential advice on Powers of Attorney 
Contact us today to arrange a FREE initial consultation. 

Stephen Wilkins - 01933 426266 

Inter County Waste Management are 
typically cheaper than skip hire and more 
flexible - you only pay for what we take 

-
-friendly solution for 

households and business looking to 
dispose of waste.  
OTHER SERVICES 

Bin cleaning - Litter picking - House 
Clearance and much more 

CALL US TODAY! 
Brindley Close, Rushden, NN10 6EN 

01933 315872     

  

 Ribchester Carpentry 
all aspects of woodwork 

undertaken 
 

mob: 07508 052463 
e mail: 

jay.ribchester@gmail.com 

Providing high quality and 
safe care to support  

people at home 

  
  
  
  
  
 

Home care is safe care 
Our professional and DBS checked CAREGivers are 

required to protect you and themselves and are 
highly experienced and trained in using a 

combination of social  
distancing, infection control and PPE 

  
  

Keeping you safe and happy at home 
 Award-winning care 

 Same CAREGiver each visit 

 Highly trained CAREGivers 

 Our CAREGivers can facilitate activities to 
help stimulate the mind and body 

  Helping you stay connected with friends and 
family 

Call us: 01933 678775 
www.homeinstead.co.uk/east-northants 
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Looking Back at St Mary’s Magazines 

50 years ago 

October 1970 

Thought for the Month 
“Pray for one another” 

James 5.16 

 

Extract from Magazine 

of 1890 
“The Harvest Festival 

will soon be upon us. 

Gifts of fruit and 

flowers - particularly 

the latter - will be 

very welcome. A profuse 

display of vegetables is 

not desirable. They do 

not enhance the beauty 

of the church”  
 

Home Missions 
We are going ahead with 

the proposed link 

between St Saviours, 

Battersea [Rev John 

Tombling] and ourselves. 

We pray this will be to 

the benefit of both 

parties. 

25 years ago 
 

October 1995 

RACY [Rushden Area 

Christian Youth] 
The ‘It’s Life, Jim!’ 

all-night party, which 

will raise money for 

the Shaftesbury 

Society, takes place at 

the end of this month . 

. .Donations of money 

will be gratefully 

received by Andrew 

Presland. Tickets are 

available from Ann or 

Keith Saunders or Chris 

Brett.  
 

Another RACY event in 

October is a disco at 

St Mary’s Church on 

Saturday 14th October: 

adult helpers are 

needed and any willing 

volunteers are 

encouraged to contact 

Keith Saunders.  
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Crossword No 371 
ACROSS 
1 In the open-air (8) 
5 Book preceding 
Nehemiah (4) 
9 Written mistake 
(8,5) 
10 ‘-- -- of our God and 
King’ (hymn) (3,9) 
13 Approaches (3-3) 
14 Chinese system of 
exercise (1’2,3) 
16 ‘-- -- -- upon a cross, 
my sin upon his 
shoulders’, (modern 
hymn) (6,3,3) 
18 Even so (2,4,2,2,3) 
20 Archbishop of 
York’s legal alias (4) 
21 No dealer (anag.), 
evergreen shrub (8) 
 
DOWN 
1 Curved structure (4) 
2 There’s no such thing! (4,5) 
3 Relating to bishops (12) 
4 Ecclesiastical building (6) 
6 King of Midian in Moses’ day 
(Numbers 25:15) (3) 
7 Word puzzle (8) 
8 Third Sunday before Lent (12) 
11 Won back (9) 
12 Most likely (8) 
15 Saul of Tarsus, later -- -- (2,4) 
17 Cloth stainer (4) 
19 Duo (3) 
 
 

Solution to Crossword No 370 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9

10 11

12

13 14

15

16

17

18 19

20 21

N E W C R E A T I O N

I O E B N U

S M Y R N A B O E I N G

R S D E R C

L O B E L I A E T H I C

D N U N I O

M A G D A L A

N A S I P P

L O W L Y T H E F L A T

V A K T A L

D E A C O N A N I M A L

N H E L T C

A B I D E W I T H M E
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Barry Miller 
GENTLEMEN’S HAIR STYLIST 

40-42, HIGH STREET SOUTH RUSHDEN 
 

6 FULL TIME STYLISTS 

Walk in or for appointments ring 
 

01933 356483 

PARKING 

OPPOSITE 

 

 

NOBLE EYE CARE 
Est 1963 

 

Affordable  
Family Eye Care 

Celebrating 57 years in our community 

Now at: 
89 High St, Rushden  

NN10 0NZ 

312551 
www.nobleopticians.co.uk  

 

 

£5 million  

public liability  

insurance 

Rushden based 

 
John Hadley      tel: 07973 828897 

email: jjhadley71@gmail.com 

Hadley Woodland Management 
hedge trimming 

pruning  - tree removal 

seasoned woodland logs 

hedge & tree planting 

small woodland  

management  

& conservation   
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A & J COULSON 
Plumbing, Heating & Gas Engineers 

Boiler Servicing 

Bathrooms & Showers 
 

T:  01933 355703 

M:  07734 046 331 or 07927 163 039 

E: coulson166@btinternet.com 
Established 1966 

 

Hollis Brothers 
High class butchers 

 

44 Duck St. Rushden 

357763 
Friendly, personal service 

PETER TOMAS 
Comprehensive Glazing Service  

Boarding Up & Property Secured  

Property Maintenance  

Garage Doors Installed 

Tel: 359688 

PETER DRAPER 
Photographic 

 

* PASSPORT PHOTOS * 
BINOCULARS  * TELESCOPES 

65, High St, RUSHDEN   
419909 

P. W. HOUSE 
54, High Street, Rushden 
 

Rushden’s Family Jeweller 
For over 60 years     
 

Tel: 418877 

The 
Distinctive 

Jeweller 

R J Smith & Son 

 Shoe Repairs 
 Engraving 

 Gifts 
 Locksmiths 

 Watch Straps & 
Batteries 

4 Hamblin Court  
Rushden NN10 0RU 

Tel: 01933 358541 
www.rjsmith-son.co.uk  

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
All types of tree work undertaken 

 
01933 356205     

A . ABBOTT & SONS 
PERSONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

BEDFORD ROAD, RUSHDEN 
 

‘Owned and operated by  
the Abbott family for four generations’ 

 

Tel: Rushden 312142 
24 HOUR SERVICE TO ALL AREAS 

 

Private Chapel of rest, 
Service Chapel, Catering suite, 

Memorial display, Floral tributes 
Pre-paid plans available         Est. 1885 

 

www.abbottfunerals.co.uk 
info@abbottfunerals.co.uk 

RUSHDEN SCHOOL 
OF MOTORING         Tel: 312874 
4 Hall Avenue, Rushden, NN10 9ET 

Practical and theory tuition  
in manual and automatic cars                

Probably Rushden’s oldest  established 
driving school: 1957-2019 

mailto:info@abbottfunerals.co.uk
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4 October - Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Holy Communion  

Morning Prayer 

11.00am Harvest 
Family Service 

11 October  -- Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Service 

Morning Prayer 

 

11.00am 

 

Family Holy 
Communion 

18 October  - Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Service 

Holy Communion 

 

11.00am 
 

Morning Prayer 

25 October -  Bible Sunday: Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Service 

Morning Prayer 

 

11.00am 
 
Holy Communion 

Midweek Services in St Mary’s 
Thursdays 10.30am Holy Communion [BCP] 

 

ON LINE SERVICES 
Sunday Service 10.00am on Facebook & YouTube 

Bumps & Babes:  Facebook on Monday mornings at 10.00am. 
Thought for Thursday: 10.30am on Facebook 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmaryschurchrushden/  

St Peter’s  
Newton Bromswold 

Services for October 2020 
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 Mission Matters  - A message about Madagascar 
Dear Friends, 

 “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
for his steadfast love endures forever.” Psalm 107.1 

It’s good to be in our own home again in the village of Mawsley.  How 
beautiful our land is!  Our special joy has been getting to know our ten  
month old granddaughter, Rose. Truly the Lord is good! 

We have left a part of ourselves in Madagascar and our friends there are 
much on our hearts. So we invite you to continue praying for them.  

COVID-19 numbers are increasing and there have been more cases in Toliara 
Diocese. Because testing facilities are limited it’s hard to get a true picture 
but it does seem that the increases are slow and numbers relatively small.  
So far the secondary impacts of the disease have caused more harm: e.g. 
stopping of vaccination programmes, closure of schools, rising food prices, 
lack of employment.  Please pray for God’s hand to stay this disease.  

Here are three people for your prayers. 

Bishop Todd: He and his wife Patsy plan to return to the US at the end of 
this year.  Please pray for them in their last months in the Diocese.  Pray for 
the choice of his successor. 

Bishop Samy: As assistant Bishop, he will take temporary charge once 
Bishop Todd leaves. Pray for much grace and wisdom for him. 

Rev. Florent: Our dear colleague is now the Discipleship Coordinator.  He 
has done some training using Zoom (a first for the Diocese) for parishes far 
from the city of Toliara and some locally in person.  The aim is to consolidate 
the Rooted in Jesus groups already begun and to stimulate the start of new 
groups.  There are around forty groups at present.  Pray for the growth of 

disciples of Jesus through these groups.  

We complete our service with CMS on 31 December and then plan to retire.  
Before then we hope to “visit” as many of our supporting churches as 
possible, either in person or virtually.  We will send dates once they are 
known and hope that you will be able to join us at one.   
Your support and prayers fill us with much gratitude to the Lord.   
Thank you.                                                                                 Derek and Jane Waller 
 
NB Pictures of the people mentioned are on The Back Page 
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Fearfully and Wonderfully: the 
Marvel of Bearing God’s Image. 
Philip Yancey & Dr Paul Brand 
[Hodder & Stoughton: 2019 ISBN 978 
1 47369328 9]  

I recommend this book.  I found its 
contents stimulating, informative and 
challenging. 

Dr Paul Brand, a specialist in 
orthopaedics , worked for The 
Leprosy Mission for many years. His 
pioneering work earned him 
numerous awards and a world-wide 
reputation for his surgical skills.  

Philip Yancey is a best-selling author, 
well-known for his thoughtful 
exploration of Christian teaching 
within the contemporary context. 

This book is the result of a long-
standing friendship between two 
men of faith. Much of the text is 
derived from earlier publications 
written by Dr Brand. Philip Yancey 
has edited and up-dated the original 
manuscripts to produce this new 
edition that reflects on the metaphor 
“one body, many parts” from a 
medical perspective of human life, 
together with reflections on the 
unifying Body of Christ, expounded 
by St Paul in 1 Corinthians 12.  

By reading this book I learned a lot 
about the human body, the essential 
activities of its many amazing 

components and its overall unity of 
purpose. It truly is wonderfully made 
and the authors skilfully draw a 
multitude of analogies with Paul’s 
teaching on the nature and purpose 
of Christ’s church.   

As each chapter unfolded the familiar 
text seemed, for me, to acquire a 
greater clarity and vivid new, exciting 
colour tones of understanding. 

This is a book I would buy to give 
away, believing that it has the ability 
to bless whoever reads it. It can 
speak at many levels of 
understanding: as a medical text 
book, a theological exploration or as 
a stimulating read for any enquiring 
mind.  

As a post-script here are two 

quotations; “unity is the foundation 

of bodily life”; “of all the senses, 

touch is the most trustworthy”. 

Perhaps in these social distancing 

days the second quote may be 

particularly apt. Discuss!      

Tony Smith 

 

     Book Review 
“... the unifying Body of 
Christ, expounded by St 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 12” 
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At last some limited ringing has been able to start again, but as I said last 
time, this will be on fewer, and non-consecutive, bells, because of the 
distances required between the ringers, and then only for Sunday 
service and only with the same number of ringers as bells being rung: 
each ringer ringing only one assigned bell for that session, to eliminate 
any possible cross contamination via rope contact. 

We have been busy deep-cleaning and measuring distances between 
ropes to ensure that we adhere to the regulations relating to distancing 
and keeping ourselves safe from transmission, and completed a required 
Covid-19 Risk Assessment.  

Our first Sunday ringing since everything stopped way back in March 
was at the beginning of September when we, suitably wearing face 
coverings, rang five bells. The ringing sounded different because of using 
‘alternative’ bell-sequences, but it was nice sounding.* Brenda has 
worked out a ringing rota so no one gets left out week by week. 

We have had many comments of appreciation saying how nice it is to 
hear the bells ringing again, some being on the Rushden & Higham 
Facebook page which has received somewhat more than a hundred 

likes. Thank you all, this is greatly encouraging us to continue in this 
way until we can get back to some form of normality and ring more 
of our bells again. 

Without a practice night yet, the ringers are still maintaining contact 
and a virtual practice on computers when possible.  

Before the next edition of Grapevine, The Peterborough Diocesan 
Guild of Bellringers will, after being postponed from June, be holding 
a virtual AGM this year. A first for our Guild although other Guilds and 
Associations have used this format already this year, so something 
about that next time.                                                             Tintinnabulum 
 

*It was indeed different, and sometimes ‘different’ is just what we need 
to underline that these are strange times. It was a real joy to walk 
towards the sound of bells to morning service: it really lifted my heart. 
Ed   

Belfry Gossip 
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