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Items for the  

October grapevine  
should be sent by 

Sunday 13 September 
 to Jude Curtis 

 Preferably by email to: 
missjudecurtis@btinternet.com 

How wonderfully 
encouraging to have 
a full Schedule of 
Services for September 
on  p28:  with both in-
church and on-line 
meetings covered.  Church is still 
church!  And, as Phil reminds us 
overleaf, “God is still the same, 
yesterday today, and forever”. The 
next goal has to be the return of the 
Events page. But, as Steve warns us 
on p8, maybe not for a while.  

Thank you to the nearly forty 
readers who have contributed to 
the contents of this edition: the 
largest post bag/in box/scraps of 
paper/phone calls I can remember in 
over fifteen years. It all helps to 
make grapevine representative of all 
aspects and all members of our 
churches and is a continuing delight 
for me to have so much material to 
choose from. 

Stay safe, look after yourselves and 
go on looking after each other.      

      Jude Curtis, Editor 



4 

 

From Phil . . . 

Apart from the central events of Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection, the other outstanding storyline of 
the New Testament is the conversion of the apostle 
Paul and its aftermath.  

Paul is seen ‘breathing out murderous threats’ 
against the Church in the earlier chapters of Acts 
and had overseen much of its persecution before his dramatic 
encounter with Jesus on the Damascus Road. The physical blindness he 
then experienced mirrored the spiritual blindness he had lived in, and 
when he had his physical sight restored it showed that he could now 
also see ‘spiritually’ and behold Jesus as his Lord and Saviour.  

This dramatic about-turn in Paul’s life brought about a name change 
from Saul, and with it a complete change of purpose. A man who had 
been embraced by his people soon found himself rejected as he 
proclaimed Christ to them. Amazingly, reflecting on his conversion, 
Paul speaks of how it showed how great and merciful God is, in that he 
doesn’t just save people who seem most ready and warm to receive 
him but that his own conversion is a vivid demonstration of the grace 
of God towards him -  ‘chief of sinners’. Paul spoke with passion and 
urgency of the need for people to come in repentance and faith to 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.  

In the gospels Jesus speaks through the parables of the Wheat and the 
Weeds as well as the parable of the Fishing Net to describe how, in this 
world, we must endure both suffering and sinfulness in and through 
people, yet must still persevere and trust God because there is a 
wonderful day coming when God will take his people to be with him 
forever. 

When we look at the teachings of Jesus and the life of the apostle Paul 
we should remember that God is a God of grace and mercy and no one 
is too far from him. Paul had become very distant from God,  yet 
despite that, God broke dramatically into his life and saved him and, 
even more amazingly, went on to use him as a powerful instrument in 
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building his kingdom. We should 
therefore be confident and bold to 
share the gospel with others - 
particularly those who we think the 
least likely to accept it - as we pray 
that God will give them spiritual 
sight to see Jesus for who he is. As 
Paul eventually did! 

The pandemic as it continues will 
give us lots of opportunities to 
connect with people both online 
and in person as we begin to meet 
with friends and family once again. 
We would do well to pray in 
advance of these meetings that God 
may open a door for his message to 
be proclaimed through us so that 
his kingdom might be grown and his 
name glorified as more souls turn to 
him. 

We are living in unprecedented 
times but God is still the same, 
yesterday today, and forever, and 
we need to trust that he is still 
growing his kingdom, even if it 
seems hard to understand how, as 
well as why, this pandemic has 
come to us at this time. There are 
some questions we will never know 
the answers to but we know 
enough of God’s holy and gracious 
character to be able to trust his 
power in all things and commit 
people and conversations to him as 
we live and speak for Jesus.           

         Phil 

“God is still the 
same, yesterday 

today, and 
forever” 

  
 

Sunday at St Mary’s 

13 September 
  

Guest Preacher:  
Charlotte Nobbs 

9.30am, 11.15am & online 

Covid-19 Advice 
Missed the latest News? Get 

irritated by the rolling marquee on 
Freeview Channel 231? Then 
www.northampton.gov.uk/

latestcovid19advice is a good 
place to go. It has all the latest 

updates and the locations of your 
local Testing Stations: both walk 

and drive in 

Newton’s Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service  

will take place on  
Sunday 4 October at 11.00am. 

Understandably there will be no  
Harvest Sale in the  
local Pub this year 

Last Minute . . . 
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There are two ways to compile and edit a magazine like 
grapevine: the ‘planning ahead’ route or the ‘kick back and 
see what happens’ approach. I touched on the genetic 
tendency of female Helsdowns to be a tad idiosyncratic in 
the planning ahead department in the June Grapevine so it 
will be no surprise to discover that I adopted the [theoretically] more relaxed 
approach to the serious business of receiving, opening, reading, judging, 
juggling, correcting, checking and compiling material in the widest possible 
range of formats and media. In every case the ‘theme’ of each edition has 
been a closely guarded secret  - particularly closely guarded from me! It is 
always there, however, somewhere, however carefully hidden, and I long 
ago lost any feeling of mild panic if it hasn’t shown itself by the Wednesday 
of grapevine editing week [GEW - pronounced ‘goo’]. 

It usually1 starts with a single point of contact between disparate pieces of 
material. This time I was late coming to the MMR [Monthly Magazine 
Resource] from the Diocese, but the appreciative words of Bishop John on 
Vanessa King’s book, How To Be Happy, immediately resonated with a Book 
Review, already placed, on birdwatching as therapy. This is the point at 
which you need to take a pause and not jump to the conclusion that you’ve 
‘got’ the message. Sometimes there are messages within messages. 
Sometimes the overall picture is only revealed at the last, frantic read-
through before proofing. Sometimes it doesn’t even have a name - it’s just a 
feeling or a taste of something elusive. I do believe it’s God given.  

Bishop John’s piece on p15 underlined a truth we are only slowly coming to 
terms with. The Covid challenge is, obviously, a threat to our physical health. 
It’s also a challenge to our mental and spiritual health too.  One temptation 
in the Covid-19 world is to fixate on the number of life-options being taken 
away from us: up to, and including [it now appears], attending an all night 
rave in the depths of outer Manchester without a face covering and no 
concept of social distancing.  More pedestrian losses might have been a 
burst of retail therapy on the local High Street, coffee with friends or hosting 
a dinner party at home. Then we realised this was just the showy stuff. What 
we really missed was proper physical contact - the gift of a good hug - family 
encounters that hadn’t had to be planned in minute detail months in 
advance. Then the real reality check, particularly for men, no haircuts! 

 

  Editorial - Chaos Theory 
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A lots of these banning orders came in clumps, masking each other, 
leaving us with a long sigh of “What next?”  It took a while for the 
cumulative effect to be taken in.  

The cleverer [or more realistic] took a deep breath and went in search of 
life-affirming activity - preferably something they’d never done before.  
The usual serendipity had me watching two TV programmes about Wild 
Swimming almost back to back. One was an episode of Stories of Us which 
airs on BBC2 on Sundays at 1.45pm and is presented by the slightly off-
piste Rev Kate Bottley. The programme is meant to show ‘a spiritual map 
of the nation’ or demonstrates ‘theology by stealth’ depending on where 
you’re standing. 

But Wild Swimming is not my idea of a ‘life-affirming activity’, let alone 
heaven. I don’t like getting my face wet, ever since my unscheduled 
attempt to cross from USA to Canada via The Great Lakes in 1970. I’d 
stupidly removed my glasses before swimming, got disorientated and was 
foolhardily striking out for Ontario instead of the private beach I wanted, 
before a loose float went by and I re-orientated myself in a short-sighted 
blur and rediscovered Wisconsin.  

The point is not how bizarre your choice might be but how you treat it. A 
lot of the ‘new stuff’ we’re trying out and, in some cases, already treating 
as the new normal, feels wrong if compared to what life was like before. 
The trick is to see each of these new opportunities, cyber tricks or virtual 
life experience as exactly that. Not as a substitute for past pleasures but a 
thing in its own right. A Zoom meeting is not seven people meeting 
informally in Costa. A Webinar is even weirder, but jolly useful: ask Tony 
Smith! They are experiences to be viewed on their own terms not 
compared to the good old days - ie any time before 23 March 2020. 

Sometimes it’s enough to look at what’s under your nose more carefully. 

Jude Curtis, Editor 

1 but the fun and challenge of this is that there is no ’usually’ - every time it’s 
different. 
2 Talking of 1970, a number of people noted that the Stones Concert in Hyde 
Park, which featured in my last Editorial was in 1969 not 1968. Silly me. Memory is 
a tricky thing. As a confirmed soixante-huitard I should have known better, 
particularly when the Beatles released Hey Jude in 1969 and I was working as a go-
go dancer in the 007 Club in Benidorm. It was indeed, believe me, the longest 
single ever recorded!  
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Church Worship in and out of buildings 
In our church buildings:    We appear to have entered into a 
new ‘normal’, unless a second wave of C-19 forces us out 
of our church buildings again.  At St Mary’s, we plan to 
continue a pattern of two Sunday morning services at 
9.30am and 11.15am and Thursday morning Holy 
Communion at 10.30am.  At Newton, we will continue our Sunday morning 
services at 11.00am each week.   
 

Online:    We will also continue our online services on Sundays at 10.00am 
and Thursdays at 10.30am.   
 

Bumps & Babes and Children’s Ministry:   Helen Smedley will begin again 
with Bumps & Babes Online starting Monday 7 September.  We will be 
reviewing the situation and the regulations to see when starting up in the 
Church & Hall will be possible. We are also exploring when and how we can 
safely pursue children and youth ministry in the coming months, however, 
we do not foresee it beginning until after the half term break at the earliest.   
 

Harvests will take place on 27   September at St Mary’s and 4 October at 
Newton when we will give thanks at all the morning services.  We will be 
taking a special collection of harvest gifts, needed more than ever now at 
the Food Bank, and at St Mary’s also taking a collection for Tearfund. 
 

PCC:   After a rather lengthy holiday (!) we will be holding our next PCC 
meetings in early September in the Church buildings (where it is easy to 
socially distance).  Bishop Donald has given permission for APCMs to be 
delayed even until next Easter, and I believe that is the best way forward. 
We are allowed to keep our current PCC members until that date and, in the 
absence of an APCM, I have been allowed by the diocese to appoint Paul 
Adams as Church Warden for St Mary’s, since the departure of Don 
Merrifield, and at Newton, Jenny Burt as Church Warden and Joyce 
Dangerfield as Treasurer, since the departure of Bill and Anna Giles.  I 
appreciate their willingness to take on this extra responsibility at a 
particularly difficult time in the life of the church.  
 

As we come into the autumn, we are looking at how we can make the best 
of the current situation, because it looks as if it may continue for some time. 
While worship is not the way we want it to be, I have been encouraged to 
see those who have been able to be ‘in the pews’!  

How are we doing?  
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Parish News 
Services at St Mary’s & St Peter’s 
Newton Bromswold 
Happily a full September Service 
Schedule has now been reinstated 
on p28 for both our churches, with 
full information on Services in 
Church and Online.  
 

Ride & Stride 
The current plan is to hold the Ride 
and Stride as usual on Saturday 12 
September from 10.00 to 6.00pm 
providing there are no changes to 
government guidelines regarding 
Covid 19. Monies raised will be split 
between the sponsored rider’s 
designated Church and Northants 
Historic Churches Trust. 
 

Forms are available at http://
www.nhct.org.uk/index.php/

bicycle_ride. Most local churches are 
on the list of participants [including 
Newton and St Mary’s] and many 
should be open but this is billed as 
an outdoor event.   

Newton - Altar Flowers for 
September 
6        Helen Lines 
13    Rosemary Coulson & Abigail             

 Stannard 
20      June Clarke 
27    Mrs Hollis & Mrs Porter 
 

More News overleaf . . . 

Funeral 
 

Lorna Haverson  [86]  
Thursday 6 August  

From the Register 

 

After consultation with Rosemary Nayyar and the Church Wardens I have 
also moved the 11.15am Holy Communion Service from the Second Sunday 
of the month to the Third Sunday from September giving a much more 
even spread of provision.  
 

Pastoral Care continues to be essential and I appreciate so much those 
who continue to keep in touch with their group members and report back 
to me.  I want to encourage those who are able to meet by Zoom for 
home groups to continue to do so.  I am praying for a way to effectively 
evangelise in this new situation.  I don’t yet know what that may be!  But 
we have a Creator who continues his creative activity! We pray that we 
may share both his love for people and his ingenuity in reaching out to 
them.  So as we settle into this new pattern, we do so with hope and in 
expectation that our Lord has new and better things in store. 

                                                                                Steve 

http://www.nhct.org.uk/index.php/bicycle_ride
http://www.nhct.org.uk/index.php/bicycle_ride
http://www.nhct.org.uk/index.php/bicycle_ride
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Children's Society News. 

The current quiz 'Boys will be Boys’ 
is on sale, price £1 and the closing 
date for entries is 30 December 
2020. If you are unable to obtain 
them from your normal supplier 
send the fee of a £1 and a SAE to Joy 
Holloway 51, Fern Road  Rushden 
NN10 6AU.  
 

News of Mobi, Therese  and Lilly 
The family have now moved into a 
rental property in Higham 
Ferrers.  They are so grateful for the 
generosity which has enabled them 
to have their own home and for all 
the gifts they received to furnish 
it.  Therese said 'The house has been 
furnished with love'!  At present they 
have been unable to get a Year 5 or 
6 place for Lilly at either of the 
Higham primary schools so they are 
facing a long walk to Newton Road 
School when term restarts.  And 
there is no news as yet regarding the 
court case regarding their future. 
Please continue to pray for them as 
they wait for a date and for a 
positive outcome.        Linnet Smith 
 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!  
Don and I were humbled to receive 
such a lovely send off as we left St 
Mary’s to move to Kettering. We had 
no idea that anything was going to 
happen at that first (and for us, last) 
service on Sunday 19 July.  Steve 
called us to the front of church 

where we received a Garden Centre 
voucher, a lovely card and 
everyone’s good wishes.  

Since we moved on the 24 July we 
have had many ‘Welcome to your 
New Home’ cards from St Mary’s 
congregations  - thank you all so 
much. 

We have settled in very well and it is 
lovely being near our daughter and 
grandchildren.  We have already 
spent some of the voucher on some 
plants for our new garden. 

Our new telephone number is 01536 
238320 and we would be delighted 
to see any of you who may visiting 
Kettering.  Do call in for a coffee and 
a chat [when this is allowed!] 

Thank you again for the good wishes 

and the gift card.         Sue Merrifield 

Thank You . . . to all my friends at St 
Mary’s for their cards, presents and 
good wishes on my Eightieth 
birthday in August.   I had a 
wonderful weekend away in 
Derbyshire with all my family.  With 
the coronavirus we did wonder if we 
would be able to go, but with a lot of 
planning and social bubbles we did!                  
Ann Harris 

Congratulations are also due . . .  
to Richard Toosey, 70 on 18 
September, Barbara Annis, 70 on 28 
September and Ellen Inwood who 
will be 80 on 10 September.  

More Parish & Church News ... 
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John Dixon 
This month’s cover 
photograph was 
taken by Helen 
Dixon in Swaledale, 
one of the most 
northerly Yorkshire 
Dales.  Brenda 

explained that this had been John’s 
favourite place in this country and 
way before he died he told her he 
wanted some of his ashes scattered 
there. The family decided last 
autumn that they would rent a 
cottage this summer and do as he 
asked.  
 

The cottage was quite remote, on 
the north side of the dale, with paths 
going higher.  With Brenda, Helen 
and granddaughter Naomi joined by 
John’s brother Malcolm and his wife 
Pam they were able to fulfil John’s 
wishes.  Brenda adds, “The peace 
was lovely and the view down the 
valley provided a special time and 
place for remembering”.   
 

The quotation from Romans comes 
from one of the readings at his 
funeral. 
 

Peter Mayes – a note from Edna 
Wadsworth 
We have been praying for Peter for 
many years in the Monthly Mission 
Letter. For those not aware of his 
history with Rushden: he worked for 
Bert Catlin at the Rushden Boys 

School from 1972-
76, attended St 
Mary’s and was a 
Choir member from 
1974-76, [seen here 
next to a young 
Bob Bates] and has 
very fond memories of belonging to 
our Church family and its help in his 
growth with the Lord. 
 

He worked in France from 1977-89, 
returning in 1990 to his home town 
of Leicester, then leaving for Sydney 
in 1991 where he is still teaching.  His 
contract ends in September and he 
asks for prayer that he will be 
granted a new contract. He reminds 
me many times of his fond memories 
of St Mary’s and felt he was praying 
with us and still ‘belonging’ to the 
Church Family.  
 

It was due to a massive Mission 
initiative in Rushden that he became 
a Christian. Peter writes, “The 
Mission [held] meetings every night 
for a week. It would have been in 
1973. I went to every meeting plus 
attending the Pentecostal church. 
Then one Sunday evening on my way 
to the church God spoke to me 
clearly and said I should go to St 
Mary's. I went forward at the end of 
the Mission and attended a few 
times at the Pentecostal but my real 
conversion and learning about Jesus 
as Lord and Saviour was in St 
Mary's”.  

... and Stories                                                



12 

 

Other News and Events 

 

Food for thought and prayer ... 

... and a little humour 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

The Constancy of Father God: 
Meditation on the Good Use of 

Sickness 

Lord, you are good and gentle in 
all your ways; and your mercy is 

so great that not only the 
blessings but also the 

misfortunes of your people are 
channels of your compassion.   

Grant that I may turn to you as a 
Father in my present condition 

since the change in my own 
state from health to sickness 

brings no change to you.  

You are always the same, and 
you are my loving Father in 

times of trouble and in times of 
joy alike. 

Blaise Pascal (1623 – 1662),  
mathematician and scientist 
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Daily Bible Readings for September 2020 

13 
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“We believe the Bible is a unified story  
that leads to Jesus” 

 

Six years ago, two guys who had been friends since college, Tim and Jon, 
created The Bible Project.   Tim was a pastor, biblical scholar and teacher: Jon 
was a graphic designer who made videos “getting to the heart of why things 
matter.”  Out of their love for the Lord, they wanted to help others 
understand the beauty and message of the Bible and set about making 
resources to explore the entire biblical narrative by breaking it up into short, 
animated five-minute videos that explore  the structure and themes of the 
Bible.  

I guess I have been putting off writing about this website, because anything I 
say makes it sound so much more mundane than it actually is.  You have to 
check it out and explore the material on the website yourself in order to 
understand all that is available.  They are ‘crowd funded’: which means that all 
the resources are available for free on the internet.  

Our resources help people understand the Bible in a way that is approachable, 
engaging, and transformative. We do this by showcasing the literary design of the 

Scriptures and tracing core themes that unite the biblical story  
from beginning to end.  

The videos include: 
 every book in the Bible, its shape, outline and how it fits into the overall 

biblical narrative 
 word studies (“soul”, “justice”) 
 themes  (“Son of Man”, “Sacrifice and Atonement”) 
 series on  How to Read the Bible  (i.e. How to read apocalyptic literature) 

and other topics such as Spiritual Beings and The Torah. 

If you want to go deeper and listen in on the discussions that precede the 
making of these videos, there are (edited) podcasts of the hours of dialogue 
about the theology behind each video.   There are also tons of written notes 
accompanying almost all the videos and podcasts, resources for Bible studies, 
online classes to attend and (since lockdown) “Church at Home” material. 

However, a big part of what makes the website so vibrant and engaging is the 
obvious love for Jesus and the Bible that comes across in the words of these 
two friends who shared a vision for helping people to come to love the Bible 
as they do.   God is truly using their work to grow his Kingdom.       Sue Prior 

                           bibleproject.com                    
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Happiness in Christ 

  

Diocese of Peterborough – Magazine Resource – September 2020 
Produced by the Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough, PE1 1YB 

Tel: 01733 887000  Email: communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 
www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

D 
ear friends, 
   Please 
let me 
begin by 

saying a heartfelt 
“Thank you” on 
behalf of my wife 
Elizabeth and 
myself for the many 
kind messages of 

support and prayer we received 
whilst being seriously ill earlier this 
year. The diocesan family is very 
special and we really appreciated 
your loving care. It made a great 
difference to our mental health and 
feeling of well-being. 
   This year’s (very delayed) FA Cup 
Final was renamed the Heads Up 
FA Cup Final after the project led by 
HRH Prince William to harness the 
influence of football to encourage 
people to discuss more openly the 
vital matter of mental health. This 
has never been more important, with 
people around the world spending 
months isolated at home due to 
lockdown. One strapline claimed; 
“Heads Up – Wembley Stadium may 
be closed, but the conversation 
about mental health is now open”. 
   I’ve recently been impressed by a 
movement called ‘Action for 
Happiness’, founded by the 
economist Professor Lord Richard 
Layard. They suggest 10 simple 
practices – the initials spelling out 
GREAT DREAM – to improve 
mental wellbeing and increase 
happiness:  

1. Giving – do things for others 
2. Relating – connect with people 
3. Exercising – take care of your   

body 
4. Awareness – live life mindfully 
5. Trying Out – keep learning new 

things 
6. Direction – have goals to look  

forward to 
7. Resilience – find ways to bounce 

back 
8. Emotions – look for what’s good 
9. Acceptance – be comfortable  

with who you are 
10. Meaning – be part of something 

bigger 
(From How To Be Happy by Vanessa King) 
   For me, this great dream is fulfilled 
as we share our lives with Jesus, 
who said: “I have come that you may 
have life, and have it to the full” 
(John 10.10). Good mental health 
and wellbeing are integral to that 
fullness of life, which is Jesus’ desire 
for everyone.  
   At the start of lockdown I quoted 
these words: “Whatever these 
coming days hold, let’s be mindful of 
one another, alert to the cries of a 
hurting world, and confident in the 
love of God, from which nothing can 
separate us”. They remain my prayer 
for us all. 
   With my love, thanks, prayers and 
best wishes, 

+John 
Bishop of Brixworth 

mailto:communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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A 
fter inevitable delays due 
to lockdown, our 2020 
ordinations services will 

finally be taking place in 
September. Last year’s Deacons 
– Jordan Allen, Sophie Cowan, 
Jenni Duffy, Kathryn Evans, 
Patrick Kelleher, Keri Morrow, 
Matthew Smith and Alice Watson 
– will be ordained as Priests, 
taking the next stop in their 
ministry calling. Eleven Deacons 
will also be ordained – we thought 
we would introduce them to you… 
    

Simon Aley – Oakham, Ashwell, 
Braunston, Brooke, Egleton, 
Hambleton, Langham, Market 
Overton, Teigh and Whissendine 
   I am married to Carys and live 
in Manton in Rutland, having 
grown up in both Barnet and 
Potters Bar.  
   I have been both trustee and 
President of Time for God, a 
charity placing volunteers in 
churches and Christian 
organisations. 
   Music is a passion of mine and I 
play in a few recorder orchestras, 
usually on the bigger recorders 
(and they do get quite big)!  
    

Yvonne Desroches – 
Northampton Emmanuel 
   I am a wife to Simon, a mother 
and grandmother. Friends and 
family are treasures I value.  
   I have 40 years’ worth of work 
in nursing, the Police Authority 
and community resettlement, 
which has helped me to view life 

through many different perspectives 
and with different lenses. 
   Photography is something I enjoy 
and has taken over from my 
previous passion of scuba diving!  
    

Keir Dow – King's Cliffe, Bulwick 
and Blatherwycke, Collyweston, 
Easton on the Hill and Laxton 
   I met my wonderful wife Cazzie 
when we both studying at the 
College of St Mark and St John in 
Plymouth. 
   I began my teaching career 20 
years ago, and my roles have 
included Director of Rugby at 
Hitchin Boys’ School and Head of 
PE at a special needs school. 
   Speaking of rugby, Cazzie and 
myself travelled to Australia for the 
2003 World Cup and got engaged 
whilst on our travels. 
    

Nicholas Edwards – Moulton 
   I am married to Becca, a 
veterinary surgeon. We have a one-
year-old daughter, two dogs and a 
guinea pig! 
   I used to be a primary school 
teacher, with a special interest in 
Special Educational Needs. 
   I enjoy DJing and playing the 
guitar and other instruments, but 
not proficiently enough to be of any 
use in church (yet)! 
    

Michelle Frost – Irthlingborough 
with Great Addington, with Little 
Addington and Woodford 
   I am a deaf BSL user, and have 
previously worked as a support 
worker to people with spinal 
injuries.  

Ordinations 2020 
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   I have two goddaughters, 
Tori and Milli, and a pet corn 
snake called Sizzler! 
   I have recently take up 
kayaking and enjoy spending 
time on the River Nene. 

  

Alison Hammett – Towcester 
with Caldecote and Easton 
Neston and Greens Norton 
and Bradden 
   My husband Chris and I 
have six grown-up children 
and one grandchild between 
us. 
   I have worked in a wide variety 
of people-focused roles, including 
teaching, young people’s services 
and public sector work. 
   I spend a lot of my time at home 
with my nose stuck in a book – 
when not being interrupted by the 
cats! 
  

Kevin Montgomery – Corby St 
Columba and the Northern Saints 
   I am married to Kate, an 
Emergency Department Nurse. 
We have four children – three of 
whom are still at home – and a 
cat who thinks he’s one of the 
children. 
   Most of my working life has 
been spent in IT, and my passion 
over the last few years has been 
to see the Church use technology 
well. 
   I love photography of all sorts, 
particularly capturing the 
moments that bring back those 
special memories in people’s 
lives. 

 Kris Seward – Clipston with 
Naseby and Haselbech and 
Kelmarsh, Welford with Sibbertoft 
and Marston Trussell 
   I have been married to my wife 
Karen for 26 years – we have a 
dog called Archer and a cat called 
Tibby.  
   Before my time studying at 
Cranmer Hall in Durham (where I 
have spent the past two years) I 
was a police officer and dog 
handler.  
   In my spare time I love walking in 
the countryside, and also enjoy 
watching movies, American 
football and Formula 1. 
    

Debbie Smith-Wilds – Uppingham 
with Ayston and Belton with 
Wardley 
   I am married to James and have 
two children, Edward and Bethany. 
   Prior to my training, I worked as 
a language teacher and in export 
sales. 
   I love to travel and visit other 
cultures.  
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A host of useful information and resources to help you during this time  

can be found via  
www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus. 

  

Joshua Thorne – Rushden 
Whitefriars 
   I am married to Corrine, who works 
in safeguarding at a primary school, 
and we are expecting our first baby 
in the autumn. 
   My hobbies include spending time 
with friends and family, sharing good 
food, learning about history, and 
watching TV series and films. 
   I also enjoy playing music and I 
have a qualification in music from 
Canterbury, as well as a degree in 
Theology from the London School of 
Theology. 
    

Alison Wagner – 
Northampton St 
Giles 
   I am married to 
Clive, a man of 
many talents – both 
practical and 
creative, and we 
have two teenage 
boys, Caspian and 
Dominic. 
   Before ordination,  
I worked as an actor 
for 20 years, mostly 
in radio and theatre. 
The aspects of 
acting I most enjoy, 
the collaboration and 
the storytelling, are 
things I hope to 

develop in ministry (I’m not sure 
how yet)! 
   I like dancing, singing and 
making things. One of my favourite 
things is walking and praying – 
observing what is around me and 
asking God to reveal things to me 
as I walk.  
  
   Please note that, due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, only 
those specifically authorised by 
the Bishop may attend our 
ordination services. 

https://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus
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     What else is happening? 
Disability Hate Crime 
From 24 July 2020, it 
has been compulsory 
to wear a face 
covering in shops and 
supermarkets in 
England.  Many disabled people are 
exempt from wearing one and 
because of this it has raised 
serious concerns about the rising 
tide of coronavirus-related 
disability hate crime, amid fears 
that this could increase even 
further.  
 

Despite exemptions many 
disabled people who cannot wear 
face coverings have been subjected 
to disability-related hostility online 
and while travelling on public 
transport. We should be aware that 
verbal abuse can still be recognised 
as a potential hate crime and as 
such should not be tolerated. 

Christine MacKenzie 
 

Sight Loss Friendly Church? 
Torch Trust is holding free 30-
minute Zoom taster sessions about 
becoming a Sight Loss Friendly 
Church (SLFC) on 29 and 30  
September and 27  and 28 October. 
It's a chance to meet the team and 
ask questions. Visit SLFC or 
email slfc@torchtrust.org for 
more info and to book your 
place.                     Andrew Presland 

Embrace the Middle East ... 
continue to support their partners 
in Lebanon in the aftermath of the 
devastating explosion in the Port 
area of Beirut. Lebanon was 
already in financial  and political  
meltdown before the present 
government was dissolved last 
week.  
 

All their partners in Beirut are, 
thankfully, safe, but the fate of the 
people they help is still a huge 
challenge. Feelings will be running 
high as some punishment is being 
meted out to the perpetrators of 
the assassination of Rafiq Hariri 
back in 2005. I was in Beirut a week 
later, visited his memorial, and the 
sadness and outrage locally was 
palpable and heartfelt.    
 

Lebanon is already weighted down 
by the continuing influx of refugees 
from Syria and further afield. It is in 
a poor position to provide the 
space and resources to support 
newcomers but Embrace’s 
Christian partners are still trying to 
provide homes for refugees 
alongside the thousands of newly 
homeless. Go to their website to 
read first-hand accounts from the 
devastation and you can donate 
through www.embraceme.org/
Dimafamily.     Ed 

 
 

 

https://new-wine.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e89eafa09abea41a8dd8bbdd5&id=dbd130bb14&e=6fb52d1705
mailto:slfc@torchtrust.org
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=neighbourhood+watch+logo+uk&id=0FF7DD8A688349D84B912D6EDA0971D9F39C8794&FORM=IQFRBA
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Sonia was born in a snowy St Albans in December 1978 to father, Nick, 
who worked for and loved British Rail - a love he has now passed on to 
Sonia’s son. He also loved Bellringing which daughter Kaylee is now 
enjoying.  

Mother,  Mary,  was a supply teacher.  She was involved  in church where 
she had a TraidCraft stall, which made Sonia aware of the work that they 
do. 

They, and her two younger brothers, left St Albans while she was at 
Infants School and moved to Chippenham, which is where she grew up. 
Her grandparents stayed behind but they visited them several times a 
year. There were wonderful areas nearby - Sonia remembers the bluebell 
wood, the Abbey, but especially the Waffle House! Many happy memories. 

In Chippenham she attended Monkton Park Primary school and then 
Sheldon School. Her favourite subject was English followed closely by Art. 
Her other Grandad was a botanist and her Grandmother a sculptor and 
artist. She told her about her Art Classes and how they would listen to a 
story and then do a drawing afterwards: this had a strong influence on 
Sonia and made her want to be a storyteller. 

Leaving school at sixteen she did a course on creative writing and 
thoroughly enjoyed it, leaving with a GNVQ [General National Vocational 
Qualification which has now been phased out!] 

She went to Glamorgan University where she studied her two favourite 
subjects and was a typical student with posters all over the walls, lava 
lamp, inflatable chair etc: she owns to being messy and disorganised but 
managed to scrape through with a degree! The most significant thing that 
happened while she was there was meeting Tony: a down-to-earth IT 
student. Since meeting him she has have never looked back, their love 
surviving a long distance separation - he graduated a year before her and 
moved to Stevenage. 

After graduation she moved in with Tony: he proposed at a family New 
Year gathering at the beginning of 2003 and they married in May 2005 at 
St Mary’s Shephall, where she was baptised, confirmed, and attended 
Youth Club. She arrived at the church in a horse and carriage because it 
felt like a fairy tale! The wedding cake was shaped like a fairytale castle 
and had a red dragon on it to represent the fact they met in Wales! 

Meet the Congregation – Sonia Stock 
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Sonia worked for 
several years at 
Budgens and in 
2008 Kaylee was 
born. Around this 
time Tony changed 
jobs and was 
commuting from 
Stevenage to 

Bedford, where he was working 
for the Borough Council. They 
decided to look for a house nearer 
Bedford and unable to find 
anything they looked at places 
nearby, eventually buying a house 
in Higham Ferrers. 

Settling in they started to look for 
the right church: trying us at St 
Mary’s Rushden they found it 
gave them the warmest welcome. 

Kaylee went off to school and 
Sonia found she had time on her 
hands, so started to help out in 
the Church Office, which she 
thoroughly enjoyed. She left in 
March 2013 when Daniel came 
along. He started at Bumps and 
Babes, as Kaylee had done, and 
when he left to go to school Sonia 
couldn’t stay away and has been 
helping  ever since: she also helps 
with banner waving at the 9.30 
service.  

Sonia is so pleased that one set of 
Grandparents have moved to 
Kettering to be nearer their 
Grandchildren.     

Roving Reporter 

  

Person with Most Influence? 

Grandad who was a Christian and 
whose kindness an inspiration: 
Grandma who has had a huge 

influence on my creativity 
 

Hobbies? 
Rugby, art, crafts, writing 

 

Guests to dinner?  
Lots of creative people in one room: 

singer Florence Welch, illustrator 
Arthur Rackham, authors Terry 

Pratchett and Holly Black 
 

What would you serve? 
Wild mushroom risotto with white 

wine or Prosecco 
 

Favourite Place? 
Norfolk because of family 

connections and Somerset because 
of its association with fairies 

  

Special Treat? 
Glastonbury Festival or a holiday in a 

gypsy caravan or on a barge 
 

Proudest Moments? 
Our wedding and holding my 

children for the first time 
 

Favourite Bible verse ? 
“I give you a new commandment 

that you love one another as I have 
loved you” ”    John 13.4 

Those questions 
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P. G. SAVAGE 
PAPERHANGING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING 

FREE Estimates & Advice Given 
Reliable Service 

01933 316278 
10, Wymington Rd, Rushden, Northants 

PAINTERS & 
DECORATORS 

WITH 

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

Daffynitions 
Our  

advertisers  

  

Meaning in Madness: from 
the Vicarage to the Virus 

Rev Philip Evans [Lead Chaplain at St 
Andrew’s Healthcare, Northampton 
and formerly Vicar of Whitefriars 
Church, Rushden] will be reflecting 
on Christian ministry in challenging 
times, both before and during the 
pandemic.  
 

This will be taking place over Zoom 
on the lunchtime of Thursday 1 

October and is being organised by 
Peterborough Diocesan Evangelical 
Fellowship, but will be open to all. 
Andrew Presland has more details 
(01933 316927) 

Last Minute 

Obesity                       Surplus gone to  
     waist 
Out of bounds          A tired kangaroo 
Paradox                      Two doctors 
Parole                         A cell-out 
Propaganda              A socially correct 
     goose 
Quadruplets             Four crying out     
     loud 
Raisin                          A worried grape 
Rebate                       Putting another  
    worm on the hook 
Rhubarb                    Bloodshot celery 
Ringleader                First one in the  
     bathtub 
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 Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Accident or illness can strike at any time.  

If you suffer a  loss of capacity to  
make decisions, what safeguards to protect 

your loved ones have you made? Can they manage your 
affairs if you are rendered incapable of doing so? 

For confidential advice on Powers of Attorney 
Contact us today to arrange a FREE initial consultation. 

Stephen Wilkins - 01933 426266 

  

 Ribchester Carpentry 
all aspects of woodwork 

undertaken 
 

mob: 07508 052463 
e mail: 

jay.ribchester@gmail.com 
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Looking Back at St Mary’s Magazines 

50 years ago 

September 1970 

Young People’s 

Fellowship 
This month we must ... 

announce a birth - of a 

new group. If you are 

twenty, or feel twenty - 

join the TWENTIES GROUP 

meeting at 14, Alpine Rd 

[Clive & Janice Dobbs]

after church on Sunday 

evenings. The aim of the 

group is informal 

discussion and study of 

topics related to 

Christian faith and 

witness. First meeting 

is on September 6th.   

 

Wives’ Fellowship 
Congratulations to Mrs 

Pat Bugby and her family 

on the birth of a 

daughter.         C Tye 
 

 

25 years ago 
 

September 1995 

Rev Alan Smith: 

Sermon on 1 

Corinthians 12 
The church is limping 

forward ... because its 

spiritual life has been 

replaced by doing only 

what we can do in our 

own strength. So ... 

launch out into the 

deep this week - go 

beyond your natural 

abilities in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, 

using your spiritual 

gifts for the ‘common 

good’. 
 

Thought 
“If other people don’t 

matter to you, you 

won’t matter to other 

people” 

Charles Handy 
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Crossword No 370 
ACROSS 
1 ‘I am a -- --, no more in 
condemnation’, (hymn) 
(3,8) 
7 One of the seven 
churches of Asia 
(Revelation 1:11) (6) 
8 Aerospace company (6) 
9 Boil ale (anag.), garden 
flower (7) 
11 Moral principle (5) 
12 Devout woman (3) 
14 Town near Tiberias and 
Hammath (Matthew 
15:39) (7) 
16 Drink small mouthfuls 
(3) 
18 ‘Infant holy, Infant --’, 
(carol) (5) 
19 Horseracing without jumps (3,4) 
22 Junior clergyman (6) 
23 Mammal (6) 
24 ‘-- -- --, fast falls the eventide’, (hymn) 
(5,4,2) 
 

DOWN 
1 Cushite hunter (Genesis 10:9) (6) 
2 Poorer (5) 
3 Lessons in church (8) 
4 French priest (4) 
5 Inactivity (7) 
6 Papal messenger (6) 
10 Accounts check (5) 
13 Sixth son of Jacob (Genesis 30;8) (8) 
14 Last OT book (7) 
15 Nine days of prayers (RC) (6) 
17 Royal residence (6) 
20 Trust (5) 
21 ’Thy Kingdom come! On bended --’, (hymn) (4) 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18 19 20

21

22 23

24

Solution to Crossword No 369 

F A I T H F U L N E S S

O N A S A A S

R E J O I C E A B B O T

T U R M R R

H E R O D P L A C E B O

E E O Y N N

F I D O A X E S O N G

R U I M R T

U R B A N U S A G G R O

I A S S A S

T A S T E H O S A N N A

S I E A I Z V

A C A N D L E F L A M E
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GENTLEMEN’S HAIR STYLIST 

40-42, HIGH STREET SOUTH RUSHDEN 
 

6 FULL TIME STYLISTS 

Walk in or for appointments ring 
 

01933 356483 

PARKING 

OPPOSITE 

 

NOBLE EYE CARE 
Est 1963 

 

Affordable  
Family Eye Care 

Celebrating 57 years in our community 

Now at: 
89 High St, Rushden  

NN10 0NZ 

312551 
www.nobleopticians.co.uk  

 

 

£5 million  

public liability  

insurance 

Rushden based 

 
John Hadley      tel: 07973 828897 

email: jjhadley71@gmail.com 

Hadley Woodland Management 
hedge trimming 

pruning  - tree removal 

seasoned woodland logs 

hedge & tree planting 

small woodland  

management  

& conservation   
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Hollis Brothers 
High class butchers 

 

44 Duck St. Rushden 

357763 
Friendly, personal service 

PETER TOMAS 
Comprehensive Glazing Service  

Boarding Up & Property Secured  

Property Maintenance  

Garage Doors Installed 

Tel: 359688 

PETER DRAPER 
Photographic 

 

* PASSPORT PHOTOS * 
BINOCULARS  * TELESCOPES 

65, High St, RUSHDEN   
419909 

P. W. HOUSE 
54, High Street, Rushden 
 

Rushden’s Family Jeweller 
For over 60 years     
 

Tel: 418877 

The 
Distinctive 

Jeweller 

R J Smith & Son 

 Shoe Repairs 
 Engraving 

 Gifts 
 Locksmiths 

 Watch Straps & 
Batteries 

www.rjsmith-son.co.uk 

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
All types of tree work undertaken 

 
01933 356205     

A . ABBOTT & SONS 
PERSONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

BEDFORD ROAD, RUSHDEN 
 

‘Owned and operated by  
the Abbott family for four generations’ 

 

Tel: Rushden 312142 
24 HOUR SERVICE TO ALL AREAS 

 

Private Chapel of rest, 
Service Chapel, Catering suite, 

Memorial display, Floral tributes 
Pre-paid plans available         Est. 1885 

 

www.abbottfunerals.co.uk 
info@abbottfunerals.co.uk 

RUSHDEN SCHOOL 
OF MOTORING         Tel: 312874 
4 Hall Avenue, Rushden, NN10 9ET 

Practical and theory tuition  
in manual and automatic cars                

Probably Rushden’s oldest  established 
driving school: 1957-2019 

mailto:info@abbottfunerals.co.uk
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6 September - Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Holy Communion  

Morning Prayer 

 

11.00am 

 

Family Service 

13 September  -- Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

Tearfund* Family Service 

Tearfund* Morning Prayer 

* with guest speaker Charlotte 
Nobbs of Tearfund 

 

11.00am 
 
Holy Communion 

20 September - Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

All Age Parade Service 

Holy Communion 

 

11.00am 
 

Morning Prayer 

27 September - Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

Harvest All Age Service 

Harvest Morning Prayer 

 

11.00am 
 
Holy Communion 

Midweek Services in St Mary’s 
Thursdays 10.30am Holy Communion [BCP] 

 

Online Services 
Sunday Service 10.00am on Facebook & YouTube 

Thought for Thursday 10.30am on Facebook 

St Peter’s  
Newton Bromswold 

Services for September 2020 

STOP PRESS To offer Holy Communion more evenly throughout the 
month the 11.15am Holy Communion service moves to the 3rd Sunday of 

the month from September onwards 
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 Mission Matters  - Langham Partnership 
One of St Mary’s Mission Partners is LPUKI, running programmes around the 
world to help build up biblical pastors and teachers.  Adapted from news on 

their website the paragraphs below offer an insight into one of those that we 
have assisted to train through our prayers and giving. 

When you equip a Langham Scholar, their impact extends beyond the walls 
of theological colleges and churches. These transformational leaders bring 
God’s Word to bear on the hurting world around them, and they train and 
multiply other disciples who do the same.  In the midst of a global 
pandemic, there are 300+ Langham Scholars equipped to share the love of 
Christ across Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East. 

Hazeem, a Langham Scholar,  received his PhD and returned home to a 
sensitive South Asian country and a community where Christians live at the 
margins and often face persecution.  Hazeem leads a seminary that trains 
thousands of future pastors and ministers of the Gospel. These leaders go 
on to plant churches, start outreaches, author biblical resources, and meet 
the physical and spiritual needs of those around them – even those who 
might persecute them. In this impoverished region, COVID-19 has impacted 
hundreds of thousands. Government-imposed lockdowns are disastrous for 
vulnerable day labourers who depend on daily earnings to feed their 
families. Hazeem listened to their cries for help:  “Many are struggling ... As 
followers of Christ, I believe we should share His love by helping the deprived 
ones, without discrimination, in this time of crisis.”  

When the pandemic temporarily closed the seminary, Hazeem mobilised his 
team to launch an outreach delivering care packages filled with food staples to 
the most vulnerable. So far, they have helped over 2,500 families (see back 
page). Among them is Saima, whose eyes filled with tears as she shared how 
she and her husband struggled to feed their three children after his factory 
shut down. She said, “We kept praying and had strong belief that God will 
definitely answer our prayers. Now God has answered us through [Hazeem 
and the seminary]. We are thankful to God!” 

Hazeem hopes to provide these life-saving care packages to even more 
families—especially those living in rural villages. Please join us in praying 
that God would keep his team safe as they 
spread across the country to help the needy 
and show Christ’s love to the suffering. 

Sue Prior, for the Mission  Committee  
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Joe Harkness, Bird Therapy 
(Unbound, 2019) 
After a postbag/inbox of nature 
contact tales and renewed 
appreciation for the great outdoors I 
found this little item from an  

newspaper of last year. 
 

“Following a breakdown and 
attempted suicide, Harkness 
rediscovers his childhood love of 
wildlife. He catalogues how 
birdwatching helped him to recover 
the will to live, and how it provides 
him with consistency and security, 
and he also shows how the five ways 
to wellbeing – take notice, connect, 
give, keep learning and be active – 
can be put into practice through 
birdwatching. A heartfelt account of 
one man’s return to health.  
Sue Barraclough, newspaper 2019”. 
 

I like the simplicity of the ‘Five Ways 
to Wellbeing’ and they make a lot of 
sense, even in a Christian context. Ed 
 

Corvid 
Corner 
The most 
passionate and 
numerous 
responses to 
the last few editions of grapevine 
concentrate on my dodgy memory - 
see Editorial - and the Covid/Corvid 
confusion.  I hadn’t realised this was 

down not just to typographic errors 
but semantic conflation and linguistic 
complexity.  If you have time,  trace 
the connection between coronavirus 
and corvid corona - the carrion crow. 
Linguistically only. Do not hurt my 
friends in the name of disease 
control! Meanwhile I offer a further 
piece of the social anthropology of 
Big Black Birds which was squeezed 
out of the super-packed August 
edition. 
 

Corvid Diary 2020 
Corvid parenting may seem brutal at 
times. Two chimneypotfuls of 
jackdaw/crow crosses or crow/
jackdaws or just Spooneresque 
crackjaws, in full view of my office 
window, fledged together in June. 
Four parents took eight youngsters to 
the sky in a single giant leap of faith. 
Job done the said parents headed 
straight for the sybaritic glades of Hall 
Park without a backward glance, 
ready for a relaxing roost away from 
their off-springs’ ceaseless demands.   

Bereft of parental guidance life was 
tough for the teenagers: siblings set 
up home in a desultory way in the 
abandoned chimney pots – they may 
or may not have tidied their rooms 
first - who knows? Unlikely alliances 
were formed across sub-species: a 
teenage magpie in particular tried to 
befriend a teenage jackdaw. It didn’t 
last.               continued on facing page 

     Book Review 
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The persistent high winds didn’t 
help their fledgling flying skills or 
provide much in the way of shelter. 
Food did not – however hard they 
wished  - routinely arrive at roof 
level. The standard look was 
hunched shoulders: sulky angst. If 
there were back-to-front baseball 
caps to fit corvids they would have 
been wearing them. When the wind 
was particularly fierce it would ruffle 
their bodies and disclose the still 
soft down lying under their flying 

feathers.  

I was trying hard not to get 
overemotional  and feel sorry for 
them. Then, one morning, they were 
gone. I suspect they are now 
integrated into the Greater Corvid 
World which is Hall Park, where 
magpies, crows and jackdaws have 
largely replaced the stately, shaggy-
legged rooks of my childhood. The 
remaining trees still make for a 
corvid heaven.                  Jude Curtis 

Since the last Belfry Gossip national guidelines about meeting 
together and indoor activities have been eased, but social distancing 
remains the same, even with wearing a facemask. There are no 
changes yet for a quick return to ringing the bells. 

As I said last time some limited ringing may be able to start again if 
we can meet distancing and cleanliness regulations. This will be on 
fewer, and non-consecutive, bells because of the distances required 
between the ringers, and then only for Sunday service to start with 
and only with the same number of ringers as bells being rung, each 
ringer ringing only one assigned bell for that session.  

The latest guideline is still 2 metres apart and wearing a face 
covering. As many of our ringers are in the elderly or vulnerable 
category, safety is obviously our main concern before we start again. 

The ringers are still maintaining contact with the help of phones and a 
virtual practice on computers, also trying to keep fit for when we can 
meet in the tower again.  

We ringers especially send our best wishes to Martin, that he is soon 
able to join us again.                                                                Tintinnabulum 

Belfry Gossip 
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