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September grapevine  
should be sent by 

Sunday 16 August 
 to Jude Curtis 

 by email: 
missjudecurtis@btinternet.com 

This is the first 
separate August 
edition of grapevine 
since 2006.  One 
correspondent has 
already described this as ‘a rare 
example of service provision 
increasing during lockdown.’ The 
underlying message that 
emerged this time [and there 
always is one!] is from Martin 
Luther King Jr’s prayer on p12 
rediscovered by Edna 
Wadsworth. Here he talks about 
not just loving our ‘neighbours’ 
but ‘enemy neighbours’ too.  

Strange times call for stranger 
measures and profound shifts of 
attitude. Much else is happening 
in the world besides Covid-19: 
some of it deliberately and 
cynically  going ahead while 
we’re preoccupied.  While we 
have this time for extra prayer 
and more reflection let’s use it to 
think on these things.  Some 
suggestions are collected 
together on p14 in ‘Something 
Different’.        Jude Curtis, Editor 
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Comings and goings 
Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the bonus August edition of grapevine!  
With all the distancing and disruption (to put it 
mildly!) caused by C-19, the magazine team felt that it 
was important to help us keep connected, particularly 
with our ‘non-techie’ friends, by publishing an extra 
edition this summer.   

By the time you read this, my son Ben and his family will have come and 
gone after a week’s visit with us.  It will be the first time we have seen 
them since the New Year.   Ben and Lilli will be taking a few days holiday to 
celebrate their tenth wedding anniversary, leaving  with us our four 
grandchildren aged 16 months to eight years.  No doubt by the end of the 
week I will be locked in my study, a gibbering heap!  Hopefully, before I 
collapse I will enjoy taking my grandson fishing  - something I haven’t 
done since moving to Britain over forty years ago and a first for my 
grandson.   I have purchased a licence and am reading up on the rules and 
regulations regarding course fishing in the UK—as I do not want you to 
read in the local papers of the “Rector of local church apprehended for 
poaching fish. ”  

It is with a sense of both joy and trepidation that we face the prospect of 
coming back to our church building for worship services.  As I write, this 
will happen in a few days’ time;  it will be a real joy to see people gathering 
together to worship God (socially distanced, of course!)  I realise, 
however, that a number of you will not feel able to return to church at this 
time and I am therefore committed to continuing our online worship for 
the foreseeable future.   To be totally honest, I also feel some trepidation 
in returning to public worship under the current restrictions, as I fear it will 
be off-putting to some.  However, it will be a great joy to see your faces 
again.  We hope and pray that soon we will be able to safely lift some of 
the restrictions in our worship services and that more people will be able 
to safely return to public worship.  

Until the last few weeks, everyone’s ability to travel and go on holiday had 
also been completely curtailed.  Except for a one night (pre-lockdown)  
visit to attend a friend’s induction into their new parish, we haven’t spent 
a night outside the parish since the New Year. Like many of you, we are 
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planning a week’s holiday in August.  We hope to be able to see our 
youngest son, Dan, while in the Edinburgh area  - that’s if the Scots let us 
over the border!  If you, too, manage to go away, I pray that you will keep 
safe and return refreshed and renewed and therefore better able to face 
the “new normal” that lies ahead for months to come.   

In last month’s grapevine, Sue Merrifield told us of her and Don’s planned 
move to their new home in Kettering.  She told us of the many ministries 
they had been involved with during their nearly twenty-five years’ 
association with St Mary’s.  She neglected to mention Don’s time as PCC 
Secretary and churchyard gardener and her own leadership of Fun, Faith 
& Food—and I’m sure there are still other things yet unmentioned for 
which we are grateful: we give thanks to the Lord for their presence 
among us.  Don and Sue have recently celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary, and we wish them many more happy years together in their 
new home (15 Ostler’s Way, Kettering, NN15 6GJ).  They are due to move 
anytime soon, and may have already done so by the time this is published.  
They can be sure that they go with our gratitude for all that they have 
contributed to St Mary’s and our prayers for their future.  

Finally, if, like me, your anxiety levels have been running rather high 
during this lockdown, let me close with part of Psalm 46, reminding us of 
where to run when everything appears to be falling apart.  We have a God 
who is always with us.  

God is our refuge and strength, 
    an ever-present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

3 though its waters roar and foam 
    and the mountains quake with their surging. 

7 The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

Psalm 46. 1-3, 7 

          Steve 
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At 6.45 one morning I was trying – with that part of my 
brain intent on not going head over kilter again* – to 
remember when I was last up and about and out in the 
fresh air this early. The only occasion I can be sure of was the morning 
after The Stones’ concert in Hyde Park in 1968. No-one had gone home 
because no-one had a home to go to, so simply sank into oblivion on what 
was left of the grass when the music stopped and the lights went out. 
Anyone who says that if you can remember the Sixties you obviously 
weren’t there is sadly deluded: I can remember every embarrassing minute 
of it: anything more recent is, of course, a different matter, and is not 
helped by Lockdown and the lack of proper temporal markers. Thank 
goodness for the grapevine production schedule and this extra edition to 
keep me out of trouble! 

I am not, you may have gathered, an ‘early morning person’ – or thought I 
wasn’t until 6.45am on that particular morning: heading once again for 
Tanglewood with the Bedford Road as quiet as it can ever be. The gate 
featured on the June grapevine cover appeared to be locked so rather 
than struggle with it and spoil the mood, I moved on, further south, to one 
of the ‘less official’ ways in, encountering a young man with a dog who 
said, ‘You go ahead: you’re quicker than us’: I liked the ‘us’ and the 
‘quicker’ was music to the ears of my take on the 70+ generation.  

It’s hard to describe how truly beautiful it was. That perpetual and 
unseasonable north-westerly wind had stopped for the moment. The sky 
was wall to wall cloudless cerulean. It was very, very quiet: the dawn 
chorus was hours earlier and birdlife was in recovery. Even the bypass was 
no more than a distant purr. The air smelt of nothing and yet smelt 
glorious. Every footfall was a pleasure: even the stinging nettles were 
friendly. I had no timetable, expectations, binoculars or note book. It was 
just a morning to lap up impressions and sensations like blotting paper and 
codify them later – perhaps. Maybe not.  

I started this edition in a good mood. The cobweb-covered N*****  - as in 
the Bishop’s C**** on page 15 - is now replaced by empty pavement or 
someone else’s VW Golf – a huge improvement.  I am already becoming, as 

 God is Big!  Editorial 
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a non-vehicle owner, 
annoyed by the plethora of 
advertising for new cars, car 
insurance, car recovery, used 
cars, electric v petrol 
arguments, etc etc in TV 
advertising. Not for me, 
mate! However, in time, I will 
let that pass too.  

When I moved in twenty 
years ago I redesigned my 
house for the way I wanted to live but this Lockdown is the first time I’ve 
had the opportunity to try it out and genuinely ‘own’ it. A couple of weeks 
ago I gave myself permission to lie on my bed, in the middle of the 
afternoon and read a book. I did not feel remotely guilty. Why should I? In 
the hundreds of hotel rooms that made up my working life it was my 
‘default’ position: part of a standard ‘settling in’ routine: taking a kind of 
possession, however temporary.  

But I cannot remember doing it since I came back to Rushden, unless I 
was ill, or it was much later in the day and therefore ‘official’ reading time. 
The book was Alan Hollingsworth’s [disappointing] The Stranger’s Child; 
the Agnus Dei from Faure’s Requiem was playing on Classic FM, the road 
outside was treating itself to a rare period of tranquillity between police 
raids, ambulance arrivals, sniffer dog teams and other entertainment. 
Cloud like grubby rolls of cotton wool moved at speed across the window 
above the old shoe factory roof. And it struck me then, or maybe a bit 
later, that it is so much easier to think in ‘images’ and hard, concrete 
‘things’ than concepts or ideas or abstracts. I mean difficult stuff: like 
loyalty, courage, love, forgiveness. Jesus knew this, of course. That’s why 
he taught in parables – with stories – and instead of sermons on ‘’love’ 
‘honesty’ or ‘betrayal’ he gave us the powerful images of The Prodigal Son 
[not to mention his brilliant father] and The Good Samaritan.  

I wonder if a similar mechanism isn’t working for us at the present strange 
moment in time, so that we are more affected by the toppling of Colston’s 
statue into Bristol docks than any lecture on human rights, slavery, or 
racial discrimination? We can’t go back and change history but we can 
change our tacit acceptance that a lot of what we would like to think is 
history actually isn’t and that Black Lives Matter still has to be said over 

“For the love of God is broader 
than the measure of our mind; 

and the heart of the eternal 
is most wonderfully kind.” 

 

from: ‘There’s a Wideness In God’s 
Mercy’. The lyrics are by Frederick 

William Faber  

continued overleaf 
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and over again in the face of the massive evidence that for many people 
they don’t. For some people Auschwitz means nothing till they actually 
go there and immerse themselves in its anguished history. Russ Parker is 
one of those who recognised that yes, people need reconciliation, but 
places need to be healed too – as his work in South Africa with the Truth 
& Reconciliation Commission demonstrated.3  Names and places like the 
Gore Piazza in Liverpool represent too many bad ideas: that utterly crass 
dedication on Colston’s statue in Bristol should have gone years ago.  
Steve said this all much more clearly and straightforwardly in our July 
edition. Probably worth another read.  

I am trying not to feel guilty about finding deep joy in this current regime. 
Instead of beating myself up I aim to spend longer on committing all 
those, however resourceful they might be, who are suffering financial, 
physical, emotional and spiritual hardship during this crisis, to an 
infinitely loving Father God with [slowly] improving regularity.  
 

As the hymn says - For the love of God is broader/ than the measure of 
our mind/and the heart of the eternal/is most wonderfully kind. 2 In the 
book recommended by Tony on p30 C H Spurgeon is quoted as saying, 
“God is too good to be unkind and He is too wise to be mistaken. And 
when we cannot trace His hand, we must trust His heart”. The 
extraordinary conditions we find ourselves in require a leap of faith but 
with these promises as a backstop:  definitely worth the risk.  

Jude Curtis, Editor 

1 With belated gratitude to the very courteous White Van Man who had the 
sense not to leave his cab a month ago when I did just that in front of him, but 
understood how much a few words of socially distant comfort and concern 
might mean to someone engaged in trying to get up after a trip on a kerb and a 
spectacular forward somersault to land face down in a flattened heap.  
 

2 Massive thanks to Don & Sue Merrifield for tracking this down, which started 
as a thought in all our minds in a memorable conversation [at social distance of 
course] in the churchyard weeks ago. It ended 
with me walking home, muttering in awe, “God 
is very big! Underestimate that at your peril’  
 

3 Russ Parker, Healing Wounded History: 
reconciling peoples and healing places (London: 
Darton, Longman and Todd, 2001) 

God is Big!  [continued] 
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Parish News 
Services at St Mary’s 
As you know,  the government 
recently allowed church buildings to 
open for Services under certain 
conditions.  Therefore, we are 
pleased that we now have a 
timetable in place for August  [p28]
which reflects our risk assessment. 
We know that we can worship 
anywhere and at anytime, but this is 
an opportunity to meet with God 
alongside the, albeit distant, 
company of our church family. There 
are a number of people who have 
expressed reluctance to come to 
church yet and this makes it 
important that that we continue 
with the regular online Services 
which have, for many of us, been a 
vital part of Sunday mornings during 
Lockdown.  
 

Newton Bromswold too are 

planning for St Peter’s to hold  
Services in August: the combined 
Timetable is on p?. 
 

Gifts & Offerings 
If you have any questions during this 
awkward time about your regular 
giving, you are welcome to contact 
our Treasurer, Robert Bates to 
discuss options with him on 01933 
358005 or email: 
robertbates1947@btinternet.com 
 If you pay by envelope, you are 
welcome to hold on to these until 
the time we can meet again. 
 

Children's Society News. 
Thank you for taking part in our last 
quiz, and for supporting The 
Children's Society.   We raised £457. 
Five people had 96 points, so the 
three winning names  were drawn 
from a hat. They are Mrs J Joyce 
from Wellingborough, Mrs D 
Mundin from Northampton and Mrs 
J Piggot from Kettering.  
 

Our new quiz 'Boys will be Boys’ is 
now on sale, price £1 and the closing 
date is  30 December 2020. When 
lockdown is further lifted you should 
be able to buy it from your usual 
contacts but if you would like one 
sooner two of our usual outlets are 
open 'Seasons Garden Centre' and 
'Bosworths' will have them on sale 
or they can be obtained by sending 
the fee of a £1 and a SAE to Joy 
Holloway 51, Fern Road  Rushden 
NN10 6AU. Thank you to all those 
who support us by buying this quiz. 
 

Looking ahead . .  At present it 
looks as if  Northamptonshire 
Historical Churches Trust are still 
planning on doing the Church Ride 
& Stride in some form on Saturday 
12 September this year from 10.00 
am to 6.00pm, but this will depend 
on Government guidance at that 
time - further clarification in the 
September grapevine.  
 

continued overleaf 
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Newton Church 
Sadly, Joan Woods is retiring from 
playing the piano for Newton Church 
on Sunday 
morning.  Joan 
has been 
playing for 
Church 
services for over 13 years.  We wish 
Joan and her husband Frank best 
wishes for the future. 
 

Mary Hearn 
Congratulations to Mary Hearn as 
she turned Ninety on July 7, and 
much love and many blessings from 
all at St Mary’s.  
 

Mary writes, “I would like to say 
Thank You to all my friends at St 
Mary’s for their cards, presents and 
phone calls received on my Ninetieth 
birthday. Despite the ongoing 
Coronavirus I was able to see a few 
friends and celebrate at home for a 
short while – hence the meaning of 
‘distant’ friends! I never visualised 
reaching this age, so now I must 
return to my bubble and ‘rocking’ 
chair again!” See photo from the 
celebration on The Back Page. 
 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Don and Sue 
Merrifield on the occasion of their 
recent Fiftieth Wedding 
Anniversary, with every good wish 
and blessing for their future.  

Congratulations too to Ann Harris, 
who will be 80 on 8 August and to 
Mick Bantin, 70 on 2 August.  
 

Summer Holiday Club 
“Guardians of Ancora” is the title of 
St Mary’s Summer Holiday Club this 
year which will be going live on St 
Mary’s Facebook page from 27-31 
July.  
 

Newly-confirmed Archbishop of 
York preaches on the power of 
prayer - July 11 
Chaplains from a hospital and a 
hospice joined the newly-confirmed 
Archbishop of York as he led 
worship from York Minster for the 
Church of England’s weekly online 
service. The first service to be 
presided over at York Minster by 
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell 
[focused]  on prayer and the 
‘startling, beautiful heart’ of the 
message of the Gospel of God’s 
unconditional love for us. 
 

In his sermon, he said “This is my 
first time presiding here in this 
magnificent building as Archbishop 
of York and it is a joy to be in this 
place where prayers have been said 
for 1,300 years.” 
 

The service was broadcast on the 
Church of England’s website plus 
Facebook page and YouTube 
channel.           Parish Pump July 2020 
 

More Parish & Church News 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/power-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/power-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland
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Don’t forget your local Nature 
Reserves 
“We have been so thankful to be 
able to access all our lovely local 
nature reserves and enjoy their 
diverse wildlife. The photo [on The 
Back Page] is of the rare Purple 
Emperor butterfly and was taken by 
hubby Alan at Fermyn Woods near 
Brigstock.”                       Anne Savage 
  

Collective Noun 
What’s the collective noun for a 
collection of Covid-19 Face 
Coverings? A ‘Family’ of course - as 
modelled on The Back Page  
 

Barbecue safety 

 Only have 
barbecues in 
designated areas 
and avoid setting any open fires 
in the countryside. 

 Never leave a barbecue 
unattended. 

 Never use accelerants such as 
petrol or paraffin on or near 
barbecues or fires. 

 Keep barbecues away from 
sheds, fences, trees, shrubs or 
garden waste. 

 Ensure the barbecue is cold and 
extinguished properly before 
disposal. 

 A useful precaution, keep a 
bucket of water handy, sand or 
garden hose nearby for 

emergencies. 

 If in charge of the barbecue or 
any cooking do not drink too 
much alcohol. 

 Never use a barbecue indoors or 
in enclosed spaces: carbon 
monoxide poisoning can occur. 

 Follow safety instructions 
provided with disposable 
barbecues. 

 Empty ashes onto bare garden 
soil, not into dustbins or wheelie 
bins. If the ash is hot it can melt 
plastic and start a fire. 

Christine McKenzie 
 

Youth Commission 

The Office of the Northamptonshire 
Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner 
is now recruiting new members to 
its Youth Commission. Applicants 
must be between 14-19, or 24 if they 
have additional needs. Recruitment 
is running up to 31 July 2020. Go to 
www.northantspfcc.org.uk/
northamptonshire-youth-
commission-application/ for an 
application form.  
 
  
 
  
  
  

  
  

Local News  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=neighbourhood+watch+logo+uk&id=0FF7DD8A688349D84B912D6EDA0971D9F39C8794&FORM=IQFRBA
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God help us to live slowly: 
To move simply: 

To look softly: 
To allow emptiness: 

To let the heart create for us.  Amen 

Michael Leunig, with thanks to BG 

Other News and Events 

 

Food for thought & prayer 

  
“God, we thank you for 

the inspiration of Jesus. Grant that 
we will love you with all our hearts, 

souls, and minds and love our 
neighbors* as we love ourselves, 

even our enemy neighbours.  
And we ask you, God in these days 

of emotional tension, when the 
problems of the world are gigantic 
in extent and chaotic in detail, to 

be with us in our going out and our 
coming in, in our rising up and in 

our lying down, in our moments of 
joy and in our moments of sorrow, 
until the day when there shall be 
no sunset and no dawn.  Amen” 

Dr Martin Luther King Jr 

1929 - 1968 

*US spelling 
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     What else is happening? 
Rouaa’s story: From Syrian 
refugee to UK schoolgirl 
Rouaa is nine years old, the same 
age as the devastating war that has 
ravaged her country, Syria, killing 
hundreds of thousands of people 
and creating the world’s largest 
refugee crisis. 
 

Her family fled a chemical attack 
near their home town and for the 
past few years BBC World Affairs 
Correspondent Caroline Hawley has 
been visiting her in a Lebanese 
refugee camp. 

More than 13 million Syrians have 
had to flee their homes, with more 
than five million of them now living 
in neighbouring countries. The UN 
says only a tiny fraction of those 
who need new homes will ever get 
the chance to be resettled. But 
Rouaa and her family have 
defied the odds and are coming 
to make a new life in the United 
Kingdom. 

Caroline accompanied her on 
the journey to the UK.  Follow 
the story on BBC News “Need 
something Different? ” 13 July 
2020 
 

Middle East 
Go to the Embrace The Middle 
East website to find out about 

the special problems that Covid-19 
has brought to their work with local 
partners. Find them on line at:  
embraceme.org and pick up the 
latest edition of their wonderful 
magazine at embraceme.org/
magazine 
 

Annexation of Palestinian Land 
Amnesty International is calling on 
the Israeli authorities to 
immediately abandon plans to 
further “annex” territory in the 
occupied West Bank because they 
will exacerbate decades of 
systematic human rights violations 
against Palestinians and aim to 
deprive Palestinians in the OPT of 
the protection of international 
humanitarian law. 
Go to amnesty.org/en/latest/
news/2020/07/israel/ to find out 
more.  
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New beginnings 

  

Diocese of Peterborough – Magazine Resource – August 2020 
Produced by the Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough, PE1 1YB 

Tel: 01733 887000  Email: communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 
www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

I 
s it possible to write in the present 
day without mentioning the 
c*****virus or C****-19? 

    
Possibly (by cheating, as I did 
above), but it is not possible to claim 
that the world – our world, God’s 
world – isn’t already a very different 
place. 
    
I am writing at the start of July. Most 
readers will see this in August. 
Things have been moving incredibly 
quickly since March, when the world 
we knew changed beyond our 
imagining. As I write, we are 
preparing to reopen some churches 
for public worship, but many clergy, 
and many more lay people, are wary 
or reluctant about taking that step. 
Who could have guessed that?  
    
From the beginning of August, 
‘shielding’ will be no more, but it 
seems that most of those who had to 
be shielded are in no hurry to rush 
out to work, or to shop, or to go to 
church. Who could imagine that 
people would be reluctant to leave 
their homes after over four months of 
virtual house arrest?  
    
And who would have thought that we 
would be encouraged off public 
transport and back into our cars? Or 
that the government would still be 
paying people not to go to work? 
    
This time of late summer and early 
autumn is when we have to press 

the reset 
button and 
start life all 
over again. 
In fact, of 
course, 
some 
wonderful 
things have 
gone on, 
and there 
has been 
some very 
beautiful living during the crisis – as 
well as some tragic dying – and we 
mustn’t lose the lessons we have 
learnt. But now, we have to look 
hard at how best to get back to a 
sustainable future: going to work, 
opening our churches, learning to 
socialise again. All those things are 
likely to look different, but we need 
to do them. 
    
God is the expert at fresh starts. We 
need to take this to him, and seek 
his wisdom. Let’s ask him to give us 
his new birth – as individuals, as 
churches, as a society.   
  
With best wishes 
 

 

+Donald 
Bishop of Peterborough 

mailto:communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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A 
t the start of the year, Andrew 
Silley, Pioneer Curate at St 
John’s Church, Corby, began 

training for a 483 mile, week-long 
cycle challenge in Rwanda to raise 
money for the Christian charity 
Great Lakes Outreach. It was due to 
take place in June – but then 
lockdown came. However, Andrew 
still managed to complete the 
challenge – with one or two 
changes! We caught up with him to 
find out what happened. 
  
What was the original plan, 
Andrew? 
  
The original plan was to fly out to 
Kigali in Rwanda on Thursday 4th 
June and join a team of 12 from 
around the world to cycle 777 km 
across Rwanda to raise money for 
Great Lakes Outreach’s (GLO) 
lifesaving work in aid of Burundi – 
one of the world's hungriest, 
unhappiest and poorest nations. We 
were due to cycle an average of 110 
km a day for seven days, climbing a 
stunning 48,000 ft and crossing 
Rwanda through beautiful scenery 
including a tea plantation and a 
volcano park. 
  
Have you previously done any 
charity bike rides / challenges? 
  
I’d previously done one charity bike 
ride before, raising money for Open 
Doors and the persecuted Church. 
However, it was just a one-day ride 
so I had never undertaken a 
multiday cycling adventure! 
  
Tell us more about Great Lakes 
Outreach. What made you 
particularly pick them as your 
chosen charity? 

Great Lakes Outreach works with local 
Christian leaders within Burundi and 
beyond. They work tirelessly amongst 
some of the poorest communities in 
Burundi, focusing on orphans and 
widows, providing much-needed 
training in vocational skills and 
literacy, and coming alongside them to 
share the love of God so they can 
build a much better life and find hope. 
  
It was as a kid that I first heard of 
Burundi when we got a new teacher at 
first school called Miss Buckingham. 
She had just been to Burundi with her 
church, and she got us to write a letter 
to people there. I got a reply from a 
guy called Geoffrey but never heard 
anything after then as Burundi entered 
into a civil war in 1993. Fast forward to 
being a university student I was 
involved in a church event called 
LoveBristol, with various social action 
and evangelistic events across the 
city. It was then that I heard Simon 
Guillebaud (founder of GLO) speak 
and share of how God had called him 
to Burundi, and of the work that was 
happening out there. As a 
consequence, I followed the work of 
GLO from a distance over the years.  
  
In recent months, I have found an 
increasing desire to engage more fully 
with the worldwide Church and 
missions around the world. At St 
John’s, we have been on a journey to 
develop gospel partnerships overseas 
– this has involved adopting an 
unreached people group to pray for 
them, hosting an international meal 
and running an eight week course 
called ’Something Needs To Change’, 
which goes through Luke’s Gospel 
whilst following the author David Platt 
on a trek across the Himalayas, 
encountering physical and spiritual 

Starting in Rwanda – finishing in Corby! 
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need and asking “How do 
we respond?” Therefore, 
when the opportunity 
came up to go on a bike 
ride in Rwanda and raise 
money for GLO, it just felt 
like a good and exciting 
opportunity to take on!  
  
How disappointed were 
you when it became 
clear you would have to 
make alternative 
arrangements? 
 
At the beginning of 
lockdown, June still 
seemed like a long way 
away and we were still 
training and planning to 
go ahead with the ride. As 
it became clear that it 
wouldn’t be a possibility, 
there was obviously a 
degree of disappointment, 
but to be honest there has 
been so much change 
and disruption to normal 
life for everyone these past months 
that missing a bike ride seemed 
rather insignificant!  
 
How did you go about planning a 
new route? 
  
In April the Burundi ride was officially 
postponed until 2021. However, we 
have been praying for the work of 
GLO in a weekly gathering on Zoom 
during lockdown, and it was stirring 
to hear of stories from Burundi and 
the need of brothers and sisters out 
there. Somewhere along the line I 
thought I could still do something 
this year, raise some money and 
contribute to the work out there, but 
it was only the week before I did the 
ride that I decided to commit to 
doing it at home instead.  

I had a practice ride with David Reith 
(Curate at Weldon) where we did just 
over 100 km, and on a baking hot day 
I ended up with heatstroke! We 
checked the weather for the week 
after which wasn’t looking great, 
which was a bit of a disappointment 
but also probably a blessing as it 
wasn’t as hot. Anyway I got a map out 
and started planning the route for day 
one, with the idea to head out from 
Corby in a different direction each 
day. As the week panned out, I 
literally planned the route the night 
before for the day to come. 
  
So how did the bike ride go – day-
by-day? 

Story continues overleaf 

Andrew at the end of his cycle challenge 
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A host of useful information and resources to help you during this time can be 

found via www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus. 
  

 
Surprisingly well! I kept safe, my 
body and especially dodgy hip held 
up, and I had no punctures. There 
were a few moments on the first few 
days when you wondered if you 
would make it as there seemed a 
long way to go! I think my highlights 
were just enjoying God’s creation, 
especially early in the mornings with 
a lot of hours of quiet to think and 
pray whilst cycling along! 
  
The planned joint ride with people 
from the church joining me for the 
last 10 miles on day five didn’t quite 
materialise as it was pouring down 
with rain! However, a few turned out 
in cars. Then, as I was nearing 
Corby, round a corner and through 
the rain, appeared Carole – a 
member of our congregation – in 

her wheelchair coming down the road. 
I then cycled the last 5 km with Carole 
in the pouring rain, and to see her 
courage and determination to get up 
the hills and keep going was amazing! 
  
Were there any funny moments 
along the way? 
  
The night before the first ride I 
managed to lose half a tooth on the 
homemade energy bars I had just 
made! There was also the time where 
I smashed my phone as I attempted 
to video myself while riding! 
  
So what’s next? Are there any 
other challenges to come? 
  
As already mentioned, there are 
hopes that the postponed ride could 
be held next year in Burundi if the 
stability and safety of the country 
remains. This would be amazing as it 
would allow us to visit some of the 
ministries there, meet the people 
involved and find out how we can 
support the work further. I am sure we 
will be inspired by what God is doing! 
  
To donate to Andrew’s cycle 
challenge, visit www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/andrew-silley. 
  
To watch a video of Andrew’s cycle 
challenge, visit https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf4ZDJx-
QYM&t=9s. 
  
To find out more about Great Lakes 
Outreach, visit 
www.greatlakesoutreach.org 
 

Tiring! 

https://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/andrew-silley
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/andrew-silley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf4ZDJx-QYM&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf4ZDJx-QYM&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tf4ZDJx-QYM&t=9s
http://www.greatlakesoutreach.org
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Interesting Stuff 
 

 

Urgent Appeal - Volunteer 
Shoppers Needed 

Over the past few months with 
help from our volunteers, we have 
been supporting the community; 
those shielding, isolated and the 
most vulnerable during the 
coronavirus outbreak. The services 
we have provided are shopping, 
collecting prescriptions, delivering 
hearing aid batteries and more. 

We are so grateful to all of our 
volunteers who came forward and 
made it possible to help so many 
others in the community. 

Many of our volunteers were 
furloughed from their employment 
and at this time are now in a 
position to return to work. 

Unfortunately, although many 
restrictions are being lifted the 
need to support those that are 
shielding or vulnerable is still there. 
Can you help? 

Do you have a full UK driving 
licence and access to a vehicle? 

Do you have just a couple of hours 
per week that you could volunteer 
to shop for people or collect their 
prescriptions? 

If you have time and can offer your 
support please get in touch with 
Gemma@serve.org.uk or call on 
07747 245631 
 

New Wine United  
Breaks Out’ This 
virtual summer 
conference runs from 
Thurs 30 July – Mon 3 August at  
https://www.new-wine.org/
breaksout  
 

Christian belief  
in the Pews of Wales 
You may be interested in reading 
some of the short articles available 
online in ‘Christian belief in the 
pews of the Church of Wales’ at 
anglicanrevivalwales.org.uk/
articles.html.  It’s nearly all relevant 
to England too. Topics include 

 Was Jesus Black? 

 Is tolerance Christian? 

 Modern slavery - a basic 
Christian perspective. 

 Speak no evil - but what about 
freedom of speech? 

 Is it okay to doubt and ask 
questions? 

 The poor will be always with us  

 God of earth AND heaven 

 If lying hurts nobody then is it 
OK? 

 For whom do Christians care? 

https://www.new-wine.org/breaksout
https://www.new-wine.org/breaksout
https://www.anglicanrevivalwales.org.uk/articles.html
https://www.anglicanrevivalwales.org.uk/articles.html
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Jenny was born four days after Christmas, in the year 1946, in 
Beckenham, Kent. Her parents had both been widowed when they 
married, with five children - three boys and two girls - between them. 
The youngest was twelve when Jenny was born. Alas there are only 
two sisters left, one of whom now lives in Rushden Park Nursing 
Home. 

Jenny attended a preschool nursery and was mightily upset when she 
was spanked for painting on the walls, so she ran away! The family 
moved to Hayes and Jenny went to the local school, where she 
enjoyed history - and still does - being now involved in ancestry 
research. 

She decided to become a nurse and a month before she started her 
training she found herself outside Westminster Abbey watching 
Winston Churchill’s funeral. She was amazed to see so many people 
crying and - even more extraordinary - people collecting horse 
droppings in buckets! 

Finally qualified, and enjoying her career, she went on to do 
Midwifery, and worked in London, Oxford, Winchester and Bath in a 
variety of roles: including Night Sister, Ward Sister, District Nurse/
Midwife. She also spent an amazing year in Nepal working in a remote 
mission hospital, eight hours walk to the snow line of the Himalayas. 
Conditions were very primitive and she was doing a lot of procedures 
normally done by doctors in the UK.  She experienced two 
earthquakes as well as monsoons, snakes and leeches whilst there 
and many wonderful things too! 

For six years Jenny was part of the Polzeath Scripture Union Beach 
Mission, which lasted a fortnight and is where she met Ron, whom 
she married in December 1984 in Bath. Three children arrived quite 
quickly afterwards - Joanna, David and Timothy. In 1984 Ron went to 
Theological College in Nottingham and Jenny was allowed to attend 
too! Ron’s Curacy was in Whitnash, where Jenny remembers being 
told by one elderly parishioner that she shouldn’t hold her husband’s 
hand when he is wearing a dog collar!! 

Meet the Congregation – Jenny Elverson 
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Their next move was to 
Dunchurch near Rugby, then 
to Dersingham and finally to 
Hastings. They retired eight 
years ago and moved to 
Rushden to be midway 
between their children and 
six grandchildren. They have 
found it hard not seeing 
them during Lockdown. I 
suspect most grandparents 
would say the same! 

Jenny’s family were not 
churchgoers and were 
shocked when she became a 
Christian. With all the moves 
she has had, It was important 
to find a church with good 
teaching, lively worship and 
fellowship, so they settled at 
St Mary’s. 

Roving Reporter 

  

Person with Most Influence? 

Dr Angela Jameson, who I lodged 
with in Bath 

 

Hobbies? 
Ancestry, reading, knitting and 

walking 
 

Guests to dinner and what would 
you serve? 

Apart from meeting Jesus face to 
face, I would like both sets of 

grandparents, who I never met. 
 

Favourite Meal? 
Steak, chips & peas, followed by 

raspberry sorbet 
 

Favourite Place? 
Cornwall, where most of my 

ancestors come from 
  

Special Treat? 
A paddle in the sea in hot weather 

 

Proudest Moments? 
Working  for three weeks in a 

Ukrainian Orphanage and being 
able to bring medical care and love 

to children who had nothing. 
 

Favourite Bible verse ? 
“God is my refuge and strength: a 

very present help in trouble” 
Psalm 46.1  

Those questions 
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P. G. SAVAGE 
PAPERHANGING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING 

FREE Estimates & Advice Given 
Reliable Service 

01933 316278 
10, Wymington Rd, Rushden, Northants 

PAINTERS & 
DECORATORS 

WITH 

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

Daffynitions 
Our  

advertisers  

  

  

  

Heroes          What a guy in a boat  
  does 

Ice                 Skid stuff 

Illegal            A sick bird 

Information  How airforce planes fly 

Kindred         A fear of relatives  

Khaki              What you have to use to 
   start your vehicle 

Knob              A thing to adore 

Melancholy  A dog that likes              
  watermelons 

Motel             William Tell’s sister 

Mummy        An Egyption pressed for 
  time 
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 Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Accident or illness can strike at any time.  

If you suffer a  loss of capacity to  
make decisions, what safeguards to protect your loved ones 

have you made? Can they manage your affairs if you are 
rendered incapable of doing so? 

For confidential advice on Powers of Attorney 
Contact us today to arrange a FREE initial consultation. 

Stephen Wilkins - 01933 426266 

  

 Ribchester Carpentry 
all aspects of woodwork 

undertaken 
 

mob: 07508 052463 
e mail: 

jay.ribchester@gmail.com 
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Looking Back at St Mary’s Magazines 

50 years ago 

August 1970 

Thought for the month 
“All one in Christ 

Jesus”. Galations 3.28 
 

Calling all boys and 

girls! 
If you are over 7 years 

of age and you are not 

away on holiday between 

August 18th and 21st 

then the Rushden Council 

of Churches Children’s 

Holiday Club is just the 

thing for you. 

Registration takes place 

on Monday August 17th at 

Park Road Baptist Church 

between 9.30 and 11am. 

The cost, for 

refreshments is 2/-. 

Morning activities: 

storytelling, modelling, 

painting or acting - 

afternoons: games and 

competitions.  Bring 

your friends ...it is 

open to ALL. 
 

Congratulations 
Wedding bells rang out 

recently for Mick Bantin 

and Elaine Mullis and we 

congratulate you. News 

is you’ve set a trend 

for YPF!!  

25 years ago 
 

August 1995 

Newton Village Fete 
On a warm and sometimes 

sunny afternoon with 

the Mission Band in 

full swing, good 

attendance once again 

made the fete a great 

success. 
 

Our thanks to Mrs 

Cicely Harris who 

opened her home for 

teas and refreshments, 

also thanks to all who 

manned the stalls and 

helped in any way to 

make the afternoon an 

enjoyable one. The 

total raised was 

£1418.11 
 

Light Factory 
This holiday club between 

7-12 August at Hayden 

Road Football Ground from 

9.30am - 12 noon each day 

will provide an action-

packed programme with 

games, quizzes, Bible 

stories, craft activities 

and much, much more, 

including the opportunity 

to learn more about 

Jesus, the Light of the 

World.   
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Crossword No 369 
ACROSS 
1 ‘Great is Thy --’, 
(hymn) (12) 
8 ‘-- in the Lord 
always’, (hymn) (7) 
9 Monastic head (5) 
10 King of Judea at 
time of Nativity (5) 
11 Inactive drug (7) 
12 Dog’s name (4) 
13 Chopper (3) 
14 ‘My -- is love 
unknown’, (hymn) (4) 
18 Roman Christian in 
Romans 16:9NIV (7) 
20 Hostility (5) 
21 Flavour (5) 
22 Shout of praise (7) 
23 ’Like -- -- --., 
flick’ring in our 
darkness’, (hymn) 
(1,6,5) 
 

DOWN 
1 ‘-- -- -- of His creation’, (3,3,6) 
2 Wounded (7) 
3 Coiffure (6) 
4 Employ (3) 
5 Servant cured of leprosy (2 Kings 
5:6) (6) 
6 Cavalry sword (5) 
7 ‘Eternal Father -- -- --’, (hymn) 
(6,2,4) 
11 Spy IX (anag.), small box or 
casket (5) 
15 Dress fabric (7) 
16 Invisible (6) 
17 French mountain range (6) 
19 Fundamental (5) 
22 Harry (diminutive) (3) 

Solution to Crossword No 368  
 

 

B L A C K B U R N

O U O O

I S O U T H W E L L I

N E T T I E L I O N

T A L E E D S V V

R E N A L L P I E C E

O D O R I B I R R

D E R B Y H R I P O N

U E D R U P E O E

C O W L U A W O E S

E S U B N O R M A L S

D I I K

W O R C E S T E R

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21 22

23
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GENTLEMEN’S HAIR STYLIST 

40-42, HIGH STREET SOUTH RUSHDEN 
 

6 FULL TIME STYLISTS 

Walk in or for appointments ring 
 

01933 356483 

PARKING 

OPPOSITE 

 

NOBLE EYE CARE 
Est 1963 

 

Affordable  
Family Eye Care 

Celebrating 57 years in our community 

Now at: 
89 High St, Rushden  

NN10 0NZ 

312551 
www.nobleopticians.co.uk  

 

 

£5 million  

public liability  

insurance 

Rushden based 

 
John Hadley      tel: 07973 828897 

email: jjhadley71@gmail.com 

Hadley Woodland Management 
hedge trimming 

pruning  - tree removal 

seasoned woodland logs 

hedge & tree planting 

small woodland  

management  

& conservation   
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Hollis Brothers 
High class butchers 

 

44 Duck St. Rushden 

357763 
Friendly, personal service 

PETER TOMAS 
Comprehensive Glazing Service  

Boarding Up & Property Secured  

Property Maintenance  

Garage Doors Installed 

Tel: 359688 

PETER DRAPER 
Photographic 

 

* PASSPORT PHOTOS * 
BINOCULARS  * TELESCOPES 

65, High St, RUSHDEN   
419909 

P. W. HOUSE 
54, High Street, Rushden 
 

Rushden’s Family Jeweller 
For over 60 years     
 

Tel: 418877 

The 
Distinctive 

Jeweller 

R J Smith & Son 

 Shoe Repairs 
 Engraving 

 Gifts 
 Locksmiths 

 Watch Straps & 
Batteries 

www.rjsmith-son.co.uk 

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
All types of tree work undertaken 

 
01933 356205     

A . ABBOTT & SONS 
PERSONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

BEDFORD ROAD, RUSHDEN 
 

‘Owned and operated by  
the Abbott family for four generations’ 

 

Tel: Rushden 312142 
24 HOUR SERVICE TO ALL AREAS 

 

Private Chapel of rest, 
Service Chapel, Catering suite, 

Memorial display, Floral tributes 
Pre-paid plans available         Est. 1885 

 

www.abbottfunerals.co.uk 
info@abbottfunerals.co.uk 

RUSHDEN SCHOOL 
OF MOTORING         Tel: 312874 
4 Hall Avenue, Rushden, NN10 9ET 

Practical and theory tuition  
in manual and automatic cars                

Probably Rushden’s oldest  established 
driving school: 1957-2019 

mailto:info@abbottfunerals.co.uk
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If pages 6-8 made you think I am living some kind of charmed life in a 
parallel universe I need to add that the last four months haven’t all been a 

bed of roses. My boiler broke and had to be replaced on Day 2 of 
lockdown, a tap began leaking, then came away in my hand. There was 

“That Tumble” which has left considerable bruising and anatomical 
rearrangement a month later. The microwave broke, the BT TV box broke, 
WiFi disappeared, my favourite bread-making bowl did a somersault and 

smashed on the floor, and, finally, brilliant emergency dental intervention 
led to brilliant emergency tooth extraction. Overall I still think it’s a plus 

result. Like everyone I’ve had high and lows – so what are yours? Tell me 
for the September edition What do you miss most? What do you miss 

least? 

Finally, if you just like looking for trouble, search on line for any recent 
article from Aaron Bastani whose projections on Demographic Ageing 
suggest that, sooner than we thought, for the first time in humankind’s 
200 million year history old people will outnumber young people. Now 

that’s something to really worry about!    Ed 

Postscript . . . 

Services for August 

St Mary’s, Rushden                          
St Peter’s, Newton 

Bromswold                   

2 August -- Eighth after Trinity 

9.30am 
11.15am 

All Age Holy Communion  
Morning Prayer 

 
11.00am 

 
Family Service 

9 August -- Ninth after Trinity 

9.30am 
11.15am 

All Age Service 
Holy Communion 

 

11.00am 
 

Holy Communion 

16 August - Tenth after Trinity 

9.30am 
2.00pm 

All Age Parade Service  
Morning Prayer 

 
11.00am 

 
Morning Prayer 

23 August - Eleventh after Trinity 

9.30am    
11.15am 

All Age  Service 
Morning Prayer 

 
11.00am 

 

 
Holy Communion 

30 August -  Twelfth after Trinity 

9.30am All Age Service   

11.15am Morning Prayer 11.000am  Morning Prayer  
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We think this month of Derek and 
Jane Waller, who have returned to 
England from Madagascar for several 
reasons.  Mainly due to Covid-19 
reaching Madagascar, they were 
unable to travel within the country, 
making their Rooted in Jesus work 
very restricted. They have left this 
work in the capable hands of Rev 
Florent who has been a great help in 
this project and they felt their work 
was largely completed.  Also if they 
caught Covid-19 they would be a 
burden upon the Malagasy Church. 
The move was prayed about and 
happened so quickly, with only three 
days to say goodbye to friends, sort 
out the house, pack and have a 
farewell thanksgiving service in the 
cathedral. In their recent letter about 
the sudden move they did say “Like 
St Paul we can say that all this has 
been made possible through prayers 
and the help of the Spirit of 
Jesus” [see Philippians 1.19]”.  So let 
us pray that they will soon settle and 
adjust for the time being to a new 
way of life. 

We think too of Brian and Val 
Hodgkin at Wycliffe Bible 
Translators: for Brian continuing to 
work from home researching and 
preparing prayer materials 
about issues that affect the 
whole area of their work and 
which he finds challenging but 
enjoyable. Health-wise he is 
battling gall stones and a high 
red cell count, but has no sign 

of lymphoma in his body.  

Val’s tutoring effectively finished at 
the end of March with lockdown. She 
has just two students continuing to 
receive help over WhatsApp video 
calls. It means a whole, different 
technique, but she feels it is a 
privilege to work with these young 
people. Val & Brian both expect to 
retire in March 2021 when Brian turns 
70, so let us pray for their work, 
Brian’s health and for their family. 

We also remember James 
Hawksworth and his work with the 
Church Army in Kings Lynn for the 
young people he guides towards 
Jesus and for his family who are a 
great help in his work. 

May I finish this letter with a Prayer 
from Dr Martin Luther King Jr, who 
was assassinated in April 1968.  Jude 
will have moved it to our main Prayer 
Page 12 for all to see. It may help us 
in these strange times as we think of 
our Mission Partners, our neighbours 
and the local community. 

Edna Wadsworth for the Mission 
Committee   [Sue Eagles, Martin 
Compton, Josie Smith, Sue Prior, Edna 
Wadsworth] 

 Mission Matters  
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Tom Wright, God and the 
Pandemic: A Christian Reflection 
on the Coronavirus and Its 
Aftermath (SPCK, 2020) 
John C Lennox, Where is God in a 
Coronavirus World? (The Good 
Book Company, 2020) 
 

I could well understand if you 
decided  the last thing you wanted 
was yet another Covid-19 piece to 
read. However, if you are still with 
me, thank you. Perhaps you share my 
concern for what the “new normal” 
will look like, especially for those of 
us who are members of Christ’s 
church.  

Both these books offer comment and 
reflection on the pandemic and its 
aftermath in the light of Biblical 
teaching and if we are want to be 
part of the re-imagining of society 
after the pandemic then surely we 
are all going to need help to make 
sure that what emerges has firm 
Biblical foundations. 

To many people in the church the 
writings of Tom Wright are well 
known - he has written over eighty 
books. He is an eminent theologian 
and a gifted communicator. The ideas 
he shares go deep but are quite 
accessible. In this book, written and 
published in an incredibly short time, 
he addresses the question, “what is a 
Christian supposed to think about 
the coronavirus crisis?” Perhaps it is a 

sign of the End or call to repentance?  

The book opens by reviewing many 
of people’s common reactions and 
then exposes their flaws. The 
following chapters present a Biblical 
perspective based on exposition of 
key passages in both the Old and 
New Testaments. The final chapter is 
full of practical suggestions for us to 
consider. However, we are advised 
not to wait and see what happens 
because if we do the usual forces will 
take control. Perhaps surprisingly 
Tom Wright suggests that an 
immediate action for us to take is to 
lament, to place ourselves alongside 
the mourners and have a good moan 
before God. 

John Lennox was Oxford Professor 
of Mathematics. He explains his 
purpose in writing the book as 
follows: “Imagine that I am sitting 
with you in a coffee shop and you ask 
me, as a Christian, where is God in 
this pandemic?” In this short book he 
offers some helpful guidance that 
can be useful in making a response to 
this challenging question. He closes 
by quoting C H Spurgeon, “God is too 
good to be unkind and He is too wise 
to be mistaken. And when we cannot 
trace His hand, we must trust His 

heart”    

                Tony Smith 

     Book Reviews -  
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Now churches are starting to hold services again, albeit with conditions 
and distancing, there is a distinct possibility that some limited ringing may 
also be able to start again soon, if we can meet distancing and cleanliness 
regulations. This is likely to be on fewer, and non-consecutive, bells 
because of the distances between the ringers, and then only for Sunday 
service to start with. The latest guideline is still 2 metres apart or possibly 
1.5 metres wearing PPE. A risk assessment will take place but the guidelines 
for ringing are currently changing almost weekly. As some of our ringers 
are in the vulnerable or elderly 
category, safety is obviously 
our main concern. 

The ringers are still maintaining 
contact with the help of 
phones and computers, and 
trying to keep fit for when 
ringing can start again. A 
virtual practice continues using 
the ringing program - ‘Ringing 
Room’ - with changes now 
being rung each week. 

Stay safe until we can all meet 
again.                  Tintinnabulum 

Free to a Good Home  
Special night/dusk goggles are 
now surplus to requirements. 
They are called Cocoons and 

perfect for people of a certain 
age. Sadly they are rather too 

large to wear instead of 
sunglasses unless you want to 
look bug-eyed on a permanent 
basis. Retailing at around £60 
they are now free to the first 

person who emails me.  Ed 

Belfry Gossip 

Since we are now allowed to visit [and stay 
with] other members of our families this 
poem from Rose Henniker Heaton [1885-
1975] seems entirely appropriate. With 

thanks to Martin Tanner 
 

The Perfect Guest 

She answered by return of post 
     The invitation of her host. 

She caught the train she said she would 
  And changed at junctions as she should. 

She bought a light and smallish box 
   and keys belonging to the locks. 

Food, strange and rare, she did not beg, 
    But ate the homely scrambled egg. 

When offered lukewarm tea, she drank it. 
   She did crave an extra blanket, 

No extra pillows for her head 
   She seemed to like the spare room bed. 

She never came downstairs till ten, 
  She brought her own self-filling pen. 

Not once by look or word of blame 
   Exposed her host to open shame, 

She left no little things behind 
    Excepting ... loving thoughts and kind! 

Post - Postscript  
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