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Items for the  

May grapevine  
should be sent by 

Sunday 12 April 
 to Jude Curtis 
either by email: 

missjudecurtis@btinternet.com 
or dictated or texted to Jude on 

07899 912810 

This edition is just a bit 
different. Many of our regular 
items are no longer appropriate 
as services, meetings and 
events have been cancelled and 
life has changed in ways we 
couldn’t imagine even a couple 
of weeks ago.  Go straight to 
page 29 [where our events 
Diary would normally be] to 
check on the changes that have 
had to be made and how you 
should respond.   
 

Whatever happens we shall 
continue to publish grapevine in 
print or on line at the very least, 
so keep your contributions 
coming.   
God bless.        Jude Curtis, Editor 
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The Curate’s Comments 
In light of the current coronavirus crisis, significant cultural 
changes are required from us. Some of these may mean our 
being isolated for a time: or socially distancing ourselves 
from others, in order to delay the peak of the virus. Though 
this may be uncomfortable and unpleasant in some respects, 
it will give us a useful time to contemplate what God wants 
to teach us through this pandemic.  

One clear lesson is of being reminded that we are mortal and that our mortality 
is very fragile. We have generally come to believe in the West that it is our 
automatic right to have a long and healthy life, despite the fact that only a 
couple of generations ago life expectancy was significantly lower. The current 
crisis throws such assumptions into doubt as we confront our own mortality. 
It’s also clear that the world is not as it should be: God never created the world 
to be a place where such viruses exist. As we have learned through our recent 
sermon series on Genesis, we live in a fallen world, negatively affected by the 
rebellion that comes from sin and the judgement of God on humanity.  The 
curse of death has led to the world we have now: one that can bring much 
blessing but also sickness and disease. We need to look at it from God’s 
perspective:  so much wider and fuller than ours, and see how his heart is set on 
an eternal plan for the lives of those who turn to and trust in him in this life. 

The current crisis also helps us realise that we are not able to save ourselves 
despite the advances of modern medicine and science. A vaccine will hopefully 
be found as soon as possible,  but until then we are at the mercy of the virus, 
and it is a sobering lesson that, even in our technologically advanced world, we 
are still vulnerable. 

Above all things this crisis reminds us that we need to look to God for true 
hope. Whether or not we come out of this on the right side over the next few 
months, there will always be something else looming, whether it is economic or 
geopolitical instability or some other uncertainty. It is wonderful then to know 
that for the true born-again Christian we don’t secure our final hope on this 
world, but rather on the Kingdom of God that has been instituted through 
Jesus’ death on the cross and his victorious resurrection. 

At a time like this we should do what should always be done. Remember that 
this world is fallen and fleeting and that a glorious kingdom awaits those who 
persevere in faith through this life into eternity. Make God your fortress above 
all things and trust in Him, for ‘whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.’ Amen.                      Rev Phil Nightingale 
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 Psalm 91 
1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 

    my God, in whom I trust.” 
3 Surely he will save you 

    from the fowler’s snare 

    and from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with his feathers, 

    and under his wings you will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 
5 You will not fear the terror of night, 

    nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 

    nor the plague that destroys at midday. 
7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

    ten thousand at your right hand, 

    but it will not come near you. 
8 You will only observe with your eyes 

    and see the punishment of the wicked. 
9 If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,” 

    and you make the Most High your dwelling, 
10 no harm will overtake you, 

    no disaster will come near your tent. 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you in all your ways; 
12 they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; 

    you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 
14 “Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; 

    I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 
15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; 

    I will be with him in trouble, 

    I will deliver him and honour him. 
16 With long life I will satisfy him 

                             and show him my salvation.”         NIV  [2011 Rev] 
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The March just gone contains two anniversaries for 
me: an insignificant Birthday and, more importantly, 
the Twentieth Anniversary of my becoming a ‘proper’ 
Christian or, as Phil puts in on page 4, ‘a true born-
again Christian’.  The Peterborough Diocesan website 
describes [rather than defines] a Christian as ‘someone who has found 
God in and through Jesus’ and that makes good sense to me.  
 

Phil admits to slipping away for a time from what  looked and felt like a 
committed, long-term loyalty to Christ. This is not on page 4 but in the 
Ladies’ Group’s account of his talk in March - ‘A Squash-player’s 
Testimony’ - where he found himself ‘drifting in his faith’ [page 9].  
 

And he’s not the only one. Terry Johnson’s honest and ultimately 
encouraging account of his life [on page 20] has the same message of 
hope renewed.  Neither, though, took such a long break from faith as I did 
- more than 32 years of apostasy [another technical word for forsaking or 
breaking trust with the Lord].  
 

I acutely remember my moment of rejection, which at the time felt 
mutual: as if Jesus had walked away from me as surely as I chose to reject 
Him. It was during my first year at University - but I wonder now if this is 
just a time when we are naturally most at risk? I’d dutifully joined the 
Christian Union on Freshers’ Day, made no sense of the form that worship 
took on Sundays, so thrown myself into the ‘service to others’ side of 
things.  
 

Six months later I was part of a team of ‘do-gooders’ in a run-down 
decommissioned  church hall somewhere in the smoky depths of the tiny 
bit of Liverpool 8 left after ‘the Corpy’  [residents’ shorthand for their 
local authority] had been on a demolition spree. Our ‘mission’ was to 
enhance the lives of locals by rehabilitating this lost cause of a building. 
Tools? A single, huge tin of dark blue paint, donated by the said Corpy as 
redundant to their requirements - if you’d seen the colour you’d know 
why! One large brush. One small step ladder. I’m talking a space the size 
of St Mary’s top hall. Inadequate is far too small a word. Why only one 

Finding Jesus Editorial 
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brush? Well, at this point, having found 
a pen knife to prise open the paint can, 
the others left.  I think the script ran 
something like, “Well you’re training to 
be an Architect, aren’t you?”  To which 
was added - “We’re off to do some 
Evangelism”  -  which probably explains why I bristle and feel cold around 
the use of that  word to this day.  [I can live with ‘mission’] 
 

Feeling daunted is an understatement. But even back then, I was a realist. 
This job was not just hopeless but ill-judged, unscrupulous, exploitation: 
not just of me but the unsuspecting recipients of such misguided 
largesse. There are good things to say about the New Liberalism!  Armed 
as I was by then with a substantial grasp of Socialist theory - so much 
simpler to understand than grappling with St Paul’s syntax - I did the only 
thing possible - I walked - straight into the welcoming arms of an extreme 
cadre of Marxist-Leninists in Manchester.  
 

Unfortunately there was no-one around to talk to about this. Certainly 
not anyone who would have understood.  As Phil told the Ladies’ Group: 
‘It was a strong Christian friend [who] enabled me to redirect my life’.  I 
hadn’t come across anyone like that: and at bottom it’s who we know and 
who we trust that influence us most strongly, however much of a loner 
we might think we are.  
 

And I’m going to leave it there. Tune in again to the May grapevine and 
you’ll see how it all came 
good with the help of one 
old schoolfriend, a single 
inspired Rector,  Alpha, and 
The Bretts after a lot of 
walking on the wild side.  

Jude Curtis 

A Christian is someone 
who has found God in 

and through Jesus. 
Peterborough Diocesan Website 

Er ... The good news is the youth-group have made a 
great start by pressure-washing the west window 

Liverpool 8: 1967-9 
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Agape Meal & Other Events 
Because of measures to contain the 
Corvid-19 pandemic this, and any 
other events that involved food and 
drink hygiene, had already been 
cancelled as we began preparing this 
edition of grapevine. As of 17 March 
all Church Services  and other 
activities have also been cancelled. 
Please read the notes on page 29 
about future arrangements and 
consult the website for on-going 
updates as measures are put in place 
to keep us safe, but also in support 
of the Archbishops’ wish that The 
Church of England continues to 
prayerfully support all people, 
churchgoers and non-attenders 
alike.  
 

St Mary’s Annual Vestry & APCM 
on Tuesday 7 April 2020 
In light of the Government 
guidelines and following the 
recommendations of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury the 2020 APCM due to 
take place on 7 April 2020 will be 
postponed until further notice. 
 

The Peterborough Diocesan 
secretary has given  Steve Prior 
permission to temporarily extend 
the PCC and Deanery synod 
members until further notice. He has 
also been given the authority to 
make the following appointments: 
Paul Adams is appointed Church 

Warden.  Kate Woodfield continues 
in her role as Church Warden. 
Jennie Bone is appointed as the PCC 
secretary.  
 

The PCC meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday 5 May 2020 has been 
cancelled. 
 

We pray that everyone will stay safe 
during these difficult times. 

Martin Compton 
 

The Children’s 
Society News 

The committee 
would like to 
thank everyone 
who supported The Quiz and 
Ploughman's Supper held at the end 
of February.  We are pleased to 
report that £400 was raised, and has 
been forwarded to The Children's 
Society for their work helping 
vulnerable children and young 
people. Due to the Coronavirus all 
our planned events for the 
coming months have been put on 
hold. 
 

Ladies’ Group 
Our AGM proceeded smoothly with 
reports given and thanks expressed. 
 

Then we were privileged to hear our 
curate, Rev Phil Nightingale speak of 
his journey of faith through to 
ordination. Many people influenced 
him along the way, from a church 

St Mary’s News  
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St Mary’s News  
youth leader in Reigate who proved 
significant, to those who ran 
Summer camps where he 
experienced a deepening of his 
Christian faith. Seeds were sown and 
a foundation built, as one Christian 
Union leader at school  
continued to encourage him. 
 

He joined a squash club and thanks 
to his natural ability was given the  
opportunity to attend a school in 
Gloucestershire, where he might 
further that talent.  Here for a while 
he lacked spiritual food and drifted 
in his faith, but a strong Christian 
friend enabled him to redirect his life 
and commitment to God. He was 
sustained by God during a gap year 
and his university life saw him 
involved with the Christian Union  -
eventually leading meetings and 
giving talks. He used his squash 
ability to witness and glorify God, 
later turning professional and  
working with the organisation 
Christians in Sport. Five years later 
he explored the possibility of full 
time ministry and went through the 
Bishop’s Application Panel for 
assessment and finally studied at 
Wycliffe Bible College. He met  
Steve and the rest is history. What 
an encouragement to all of us, to 
lean on the Lord at all times, and He 
will direct our paths. 
 

Ann Smith ... would like to thank 

everyone for the tremendous 
support she and her family have 
received from the St Mary’s Church 
family. Throughout Terry’s illness, 
and at his service on Thursday 12 

March, that support, both through 
prayer and in practical ways, has 
been invaluable. A huge thank you to 
all who have helped, and continue to 
do so.  Ann 
 

Barbara and Peter Coxon would 

like to thank everyone for the lovely 

cards and gifts on the occasion of 

their Golden Wedding on 14 March. 

Midshires Covert 
If you were thinking of visiting 
Andrew’s land on Saturday 4 April 
please do check this is going ahead 
on 01933 316927 or 
andrew.presland.harborough58@g
mail.com. 
 

Jumble Sale 
A huge thank you to all who helped 
with or supported the recent Jumble 
Sale. We raised £332.23 which will be 
shared between St Mary’s Mission 
and Recovery House. 
 

Help Support Refugees 
As many of you are aware, Mobi, 
Therese and their daughter Lilly have 
been living with Linnet Smith since 
last summer, having been forced to 

Continued on page 13 

mailto:andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com
mailto:andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com
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St Mary’s PCC Report 

Tuesday 3 March 2020 

 Parish Picnic Afternoon will be 
taking place on the afternoon 
of Saturday 5 September in the 
grounds of the church. 

 “Open the Book” scheme.  We 
are looking to register 
ourselves and, together with 
our local churches, plan to start 
delivering these assemblies in 
schools from September 2020. 
The assemblies have the 
children participating and 
dressing up in costumes which 
Ellen Inwood has kindly agreed 
to help make. 

 Church Side Monitor (north 
aisle) has had a booster fitted 
to the signal. This has proved 
successful. 

 Part-time Parish Children and 
Families worker. Steve Prior 
has contacted the Diocese for 
advice in recruiting a part-time 
children and families worker.  

 The Church Fete will be taking 
place on Saturday 13 June in the 
grounds of the church. The 
proceeds are to be split equally 
between St Mary’s Church 
Mission Fund and the Parish 
Children and Families worker 

 

Please note: all plans now have to 
be fluid - please check with the St 
Mary’s website nearer the time of 
these events 

April 2020 
 

Behind the Communion Table 
 

With only limited access to 
church for the next few months, 
this may not be straightforward. 

There will certainly be no 
spectacular arrangements for 

Easter. If you have already 
offered to ‘Do Flowers’ in the 

months ahead please check with 
Ellen Inwood [312874] before 

attempting to do so.    

 

Memorial Chapel 

If anyone was planning to give 
flowers in memory of loved ones 

in the next few months please 
contact me before doing 

anything,  Brenda Dixon, 358982 

Flower Rotas 

Thanksgiving for and 

Blessing of the 

marriage on  

16 March 1985 of 

Tina Maria Bailey & 
Colin John Bailey 

Saturday 14 March 
  

Funeral 

Thursday 12 March 
Terence George Smith [76] 

From the Registers 
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You might also like to know ... 

Going Green 
The number of companies working 
really hard to improve their 
green signature 
[environmental impact] is 
growing too fast for us to 
monitor. One fairly recent 
addition is the mail order/
remainder Book Shop, 
Postscript, who now use 
entirely 100% biodegradable 
packaging. Find them at 
psbooks.co.uk. 
 

Walkers Crisp recycling 
Thank you to everyone now in 
the habit of recycling their 
crisp packets through Noble 
Eye Care at 89, High St, Rushden – 
next to Cherry’s: but, as with all 
your interactions, please check first 
you are still welcome. 
 

Did you know they also accept 
contact lens and second hand 
spectacles? These last are recycled 

for their precious metal content 
and any retro or vintage glasses are 
sold on eBay or to specialist buyers.  
 

Through these collections Vision 
Aid Overseas are able to provide 
access to sustainable and 
affordable eye care services across 
Africa. More on line.  
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Other News and Events 

 
 

Volunteer befrienders needed for 
Home@lone Befriender Project, as 
run by Nene Valley Community 
Action. Details are available from 
Cheryl Smith on 01933 313526.  
 

Radio Northampton 
Thank you to the grapevine readers 
who alerted me to Martin Heath’s 
show on Radio Northampton on 
Sunday March 8 between 6.00 and 
9.00am. At 6.12am he began 
reading out [in full] my Editorial for 
the March grapevine - One Person 
At A time:  the Sunset and Leprosy 
one. He got through the whole 
thing with only a tiny stumble over 
the pronunciation of Donaghadee*. 
He used the word “inspirational”.  
 

I and the team are well and truly 
chuffed.  

Jude Curtis, grapevine Editor 
* Don-a-Ga-Dee, Martin,  in the unlikely 
event that it crops up again   

News from Newton 
Along with the rest of the Parish 
most events and services in the 
near future, including the Annual 
Vestry & Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting planned for Wednesday 1 
April have been postponed or 
cancelled. 

The Cowslip and Fritillary Day on 13 

April has also been cancelled. 

The provisional date for this year’s 
Newton Fete is Saturday 4 July 
starting at 2.00pm.  The Barn Dance 
follows on  Saturday 11 July starting 
at 7.00pm.  We will have news of 
whether either can go ahead  in the 
May grapevine 

Helen went to church three weeks 
running, so she was co-opted to the PCC 
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[Continued from page 9] 
flee from their home in Egypt after 
being persecuted for their Christian 
faith.  The process of getting Leave 
to Remain in the UK from the Home 
Office is proving difficult and 
lengthy.  Please pray for this family: 
that their appeal will be successful 
and, in addition, we are asking 
members of the church family here 
at St Mary’s to support this 
vulnerable family who have made 
their home in our midst.  For nine 
months, there has been no funding 
from either the government or 
other voluntary agencies to help 
with the family’s housing 
costs.   Linnet should not be left to 
shoulder this responsibility alone. 

Therefore, we are asking you to 
help support this family by giving 
to our  Refugee Appeal.  We are 
asking for one-off donations at 
this time, but may appeal to you 
again in future months if the 
situation warrants it.  The 
donations will go through our 
parish Treasurer: we shall be 
clearer about how this can be 
done given that church services 
are now cancelled and post 
instructions on our website.  Jesus 
himself was once a refugee, forced 
to flee persecution in Judea to 
safety (ironically) in Egypt.  Most 
refugees remain nameless faces in 

the crowd on our tellies, but here is 
an opportunity to support known 
Christians in our church family. 
Please give this your prayerful 
consideration. 

Rev Stephen Prior, Rector 
 

  
 
 
 

 

St Mary’s News  
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“Just  a thought  
... or 2 or 3” 

“Forgetting is the loveliest of 
psychic luxuries – a warm scented 

bath for the soul.”  Mamoon in 
Hanif Kureishi, The Last Word  

 

“Happiness is when what you 
think, what you say, and what you 

do are in harmony” Mahatma 
Gandhi 

 

 “Happiness is something that 
comes into our lives through doors 
we didn’t even remember leaving 

open” Rose Wilder Lane 

 
 
 

Prayer Corner 

 

Lord, teach me to keep my 
problems in perspective,  

and help me to reach out,  

away from myself, 

to others in need. 

To share with them  

the experience I have,  

of the impossible made 
possible in you. 

Eddie Agnew, from a Poem based 
on Ephesians 6. 10-13 

 
 

Rosemary isn’t too sure about it, she 
says she can’t play that fast 
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 The cross stands 

  

Diocese of Peterborough – Magazine 
Resource – April 2020 

Produced by the Diocesan Office, The Pal-

H 
oly Week and Easter mark the 
climax of the Christian year – 
and this indeed is the pivotal 

point of all human history. The 
extraordinary drama of this season, 
the gathering darkness as Jesus’ 
enemies seek for the opportunity to 
destroy him, the poignancy of the Last 
Supper, the desolation of Good Friday 
as Jesus hangs upon the cross, the 
unprecedented, bewildering, unsettling 
events of Easter morning as Jesus’ 
friends encounter not a corpse but an 
empty tomb, and the eruption of joy as 
they encounter the Risen Christ 
himself – all this will be recalled and 
enacted in churches across the 
diocese, up and down the land, 
throughout the world. 
   At the Cathedral, we do all this in the 
presence of sculptor Frank Roper’s 
compelling image of Christ on the 
cross that hangs at the head of the 
Nave. The piece is red and gold, 
symbolising sacrifice and glory, with a 
Latin inscription that reads ‘Stat Crux 
Dum Volvitur Orbis’ which translates 
as ’The cross stands (or is steady) 
while the world turns’ (or more 
accurately ‘is being turned’). 
   This phrase, which is the motto of 
the Carthusian Order, has immediate 
relevance to the drama of this season, 
but also has a much broader 
significance for Christians about where 
to find meaning in the midst of a world 
in turmoil.  
   As far as the narrative of Holy Week 
is concerned, the cross is the point of 
destiny and departure. Jesus has 
“turned his face towards to Jerusalem” 

– increasingly he sees 
the cross as the 
inevitable outcome of 
the challenge he has 
brought to 
“principalities and 
powers” (secular and 
religious) of this 
present age. Yet it is not the end. This 
is, in every sense, a crossroads, and 
the cross points forward to the 
“glorious freedom of the children of 
God” – freedom from the fear of death 
because the cross is the worst that the 
world can do, and it is not enough. The 
unstoppable power of the love of God 
revealed in Jesus cannot be defeated.  
   As for us, we need to know that 
living radically in the way of the Gospel 
will see us being challenged too, and 
so we need to refocus our attention on 
the cross. While the Church debates, 
while the world is in uproar, the cross 
stands as a sign of love, hope and 
meaning.  
   The Cathedral itself has down the 
years had some tumultuous times, not 
least in the past few years, and we still 
face big challenges to become not 
least financially secure for the long 
term. But we face all this with a deep 
confidence because we stand day by 
day at the foot of the cross, and place 
our trust in Christ’s power to redeem 
and renew.  
   We adore you O Christ and we bless 

you because by your Holy Cross you 

have redeemed the world.  

 

The Very Revd Chris Dalliston 
Dean of Peterborough 
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A true Pioneer 

C 
laire Reetz, one of our 
Diocesan Missioners for the 
Gen2 Project, is currently 

studying for a diploma in Theology, 
Ministry and Mission at Church 
Mission Society in Oxford, as part of 
their Pioneer Mission Leadership 
Training course. Claire recently did an 
interview for CMS’s Pioneer blog, and 
we liked it so much we thought we’d 
print it here.  
  

Claire, what drew you into pioneering 
mission? 

  
As a children and families worker, I 
have a real passion for journeying with 
young people and families as they 
learn more about Jesus. I work in a 
diverse group of rural churches with a 
heart for children’s ministry, who 
recognise that we need to be outward 
facing and serving communities. This 

simply cannot happen from within the 
church walls only! Mission for me is 
discerning and serving God. It is 
about joining in, listening and pushing 
yourself out of your comfort zone. 
Pioneering mission offers me this and 
so much more. 

  
You are studying for a diploma in 
Theology, Ministry and Mission at 
Church Mission Society in Oxford, as 
part of their Pioneer Mission 
Leadership Training course. Can you 
tell us more about this? 

  
The Gen2 Project encourages 
parishes to pass the baton of faith on 
to our children and young people. 
Part of this scheme is an opportunity 
to undertake further study. When I 
was considering how this would look 
for me, I knew I really wanted a place 
that could help me explore ways of 
doing things differently, ways to 
engage with people and a way of 
reaching beyond the church walls. 
When I came to a CMS open day, I 
knew that I had found it. When I saw 
the phrase “fitting in is over-rated” I 
felt like they were talking my 
language! CMS know that Jesus is 
for everyone, not just for people in 
church on a Sunday morning, and 
this is what I base my ministry on. 
 
Your role is the Children and Families 
Worker across the Tove Benefice. 
Can you say a bit about the churches 
in the benefice and the families you 
work with? What does an average 
day in your role look like or is there 
no such thing? 

  
I am sure any Children and Families 
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Worker will tell you that 
there are no two days that 
are the same! My benefice 
is made up of churches in a 
large market town, a large 
village and three small 
villages. I get to work and 
worship alongside a huge 
variety of people, and I learn 
from them all in different 
ways. I love being around 
people, learning their stories 
and listening to what faith 
means in their lives. 
Pioneering mission is 
perfect for this! 

  
Working with children has always 
brought me so much joy, and I am 
blessed to serve in two primary 
schools each week. I lead collective 
worship, do lunch time groups, teach 
RE and work with smaller groups of 
children on projects. I run two pre-
school groups where we worship and 
learn in our own version of church, 
and I am involved in leading our all-
age services which happens across 
the benefice each week.  

  
How did you get involved in Messy 
Church and how it is going? 
 
Messy Church is both a challenging 
and rewarding part of my work. I 
joined a fantastic team of volunteers 
who had been running it for a while 
and were doing it really well. Since 
then, I have spent time reflecting on 
its purpose. As a Pioneer, I am 
always looking for new ways of doing 
things and new opportunities! Messy 
Church involves food, games and 
craft activities, which are all time-
consuming things to create! One of 
my favourite sayings is “the main 

thing is to keep the main thing the main 
thing” – and the main thing is Jesus. 
The crafts and food are lovely but it is 
the welcome and the message of each 
session which are really important. I 
would far rather a child went home 
knowing more about Jesus than with a 
complicated craft that took hours to 
design! We welcome new families into 
church for the first time at these events 
so we are focused on making them 
special and memorable, but for the 
right reasons. 

  
You are heading into your third term 
with CMS. How has the Pioneer course 
been for you so far? 

  
The course so far has made me step 
back from the everyday and really 
reflect on my context in a new way. It 
has made me look at what is working 
well and feel proud of it, as well as 
giving me opportunities to think about 
how I can move forward in new and 
exciting ways. A huge part of this is 
meeting people who are both very 
similar and very different to me. 
Learning with others and sharing what 
other people are doing is really 
refreshing. It is amazing what ideas I  

Interview continues overleaf  
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Visit www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/events 
to find events happening near you. 

  
  For Safeguarding training at all levels: www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/

news-and-events/events?tags=safeguarding. 

come home with after a Monday in 
Oxford! The course leaders are really 
interested to find out what I am doing 
and how I connect with others to de-
velop my practice. 
  

The learning style here is very differ-
ent to what I am used to. The course 
has challenged us to reflect on what 
we think, where we stand and how we 
can use our learning in our own con-
texts. It develops different learning 
styles and offers opportunities to take 
our learning in a way that is relevant to 
us. It is fantastic to be learning about 
things that I can take straight home 
with me and use in my own ministry. 

  

How can people pray for you? 

  
Please pray for the families in my ben-
efice – that they may be open to a 
relationship with Jesus and that they 
feel his love for them. Please pray that 
children’s and family ministry contin-
ues to be a priority in our parishes, 
and that they welcome new changes 
and opportunities. Finally, please pray 
for all children, youth and families 
workers – that they may be strength-
ened while working in a vital part of 
God’s mission. 
  
With thanks to Church Mission Socie-
ty for granting permission to print this 
interview. Read more at  
pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org/. 

Tues 21: Inspiring Music in Wor-
ship at Moulton Church Centre, 
Moulton, NN3 7SW. 10am to 
3:30pm. £20 per person; £15 per per-
son for RSCM and Praxis members 
(includes a copy of the IMIW book 
and a light lunch). More information 
from lesley-
anne.marriott@peterborough-
diocese.org.uk or via 01604 887048.  
    
Sat 25: Spring Festival and Six Bell 
Contest. Open ringing at Syresham 
and Whitfield from 2.30pm to 3.30pm, 
3pm contest at Helmdon followed by 
evening ringing from 7pm to 9pm. 
More information from Helen Allton 
on 01832 735266 or pdgsecre-

April events 

tary@allton.org.uk.Sat 25: Music in 
Lyddington (St Andrew, LE15 9LR) 
presents Jamal Aliyev cello & Jams 
Coleman piano. Concert begins at 
7.30pm. Visit 
www.musicinlyddington.co.uk for 
more information, pricing and ways to 
book. 

    

Easter services at Peterborough 
Cathedral. Click here for more infor-
mation. 

    

Launde Abbey has a series of re-
treats happening throughout the year. 
For more information or to book a 
place, visit www.laundeabbey.org.uk, 
phone 01572 717254 or email in-
fo@launde.org.uk. 

http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/events
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/news-and-events/events?tags=safeguarding
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/news-and-events/events?tags=safeguarding
https://pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org/
mailto:lesley-anne.marriott@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:lesley-anne.marriott@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:lesley-anne.marriott@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:pdgsecretary@allton.org.uk
mailto:pdgsecretary@allton.org.uk
http://www.musicinlyddington.co.uk
https://www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/events.aspx
http://www.laundeabbey.org.uk
mailto:info@launde.org.uk
mailto:info@launde.org.uk
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“A na I a Naagminn nyirin na nu a teun 
nibe ba dyaa . . .” 

This is the beginning of John 3.16 in 
Birifor, one of the languages spoken 
in Burkino Faso, West Africa, where I 
worked in the late ‘70s. You 
probably know this same verse by 
heart in English - and possibly 
French, German, New Testament 
Greek or some other language. It has 
been called ‘The Gospel in a 
nutshell’, as, in a few words, it 
speaks of God’s love for everyone, 
shown in his gift to us of his Son, our 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus. 

Jesus told us to share this good 
news worldwide, and here at St 
Mary’s we want to obey his 
command and play our part in 
mission, both here and overseas.  

In late April we were anticipating a 
talk from Mike Duff, Patronage 
Secretary of the Church Pastoral Aid 
Society [CPAS]. This is an Anglican 
mission agency working in the UK 
and Republic of Ireland, founded 184 
years ago. St Mary’s has supported it 
for many years [but not quite that 
long!] Its aim is “To help every 

person hear and discover the good 
news of Jesus Christ through the 
ministry of local churches”  and they 
have responsibility in helping 
appoint clergy to nearly 700 
benefices, including our own. It also 
offers ongoing support through 
prayer, further contact and 
appropriate training, enabling and 
advice, and this extends to training 
and resources for others in church 
leadership roles and for those asking 
God to show them his will for their 
future ministry. 

They also work with young people 
from 8-18 through Venture and 
Falcon holidays although whether 
the Easter programme planned can 
go ahead is not yet decided.  Falcon 
camps are for children facing 
disadvantage in their everyday lives, 
and provide fun, friendship and an 
opportunity to discover God’s love 
for them. Through your giving St 
Mary’s has been able to pay for two 
holidays this year.  

This is a society that really merits our 
support, both in prayer and giving.  
To find out more go to their website 
- cpas.co.uk - or speak to a member 
of the Mission Committee. 

Sue Eagles  

on behalf of the Mission Group: 
Martin Compton, Sue Prior, Jose 
Smith & Edna Wadsworth 

 Mission Matters - CPAS 
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Terry was born in October 1958 and was adopted by Rene and Henry 
Johnson from Chester at the age of two months. His elder brother, Martin, 
was also adopted and they spent their early years in Russell Way, Higham 
Ferrers. They had a lovely childhood surrounded by aunts, cousins and 
grandparents and spent every Christmas at their aunt’s in Irthlingborough. 

He went to Higham Infants and then Juniors, where he loved sport and 
played football for the school team. Later he moved on to Tennyson Rd 
School - where Bert Carlin was headmaster. He loved being there and 
enjoyed science and sport. He was also house captain of Wickham, became . 
a member of the Boys’ Brigade and attended Sunday school.       

Terry took his GCEs and then left school to join the RAF, later becoming a  
Radar Technician. His first posting was at RAF Henlow, then he was posted 
to Boulder in Northumberland, followed by North Cotes near Lincoln. He 
spent over ten years in the forces, leaving in 1985.  

By then he was engaged to Sally, who he had known for about a year and 
they were married in May 1986 at Higham Methodist Church. They rented a 
house in Westfield St near his parents: a bit too near as Mum & Dad kept an 
eye on everything!  Daughter Amy was born on their first Wedding 
Anniversary, followed by Ben three years later. Around that time Terry was 
working in Electrical Engineering as a specialist in automation at Honeywell, 
moving to Rockwell Automation in 1989 in Milton Keynes.   The family 
moved first to Linnet Close, Wellingborough, where they watched the 
children growing and in 1999 to a bigger house in Troon Crescent.  Then, 
sadly, but amicably, the couple separated and Terry moved to rented 
accommodation, but still in Wellingborough. 

In 2006 he met his second wife, Jennifer, who had three children. They 
married in 2008 but around this time Terry he started drinking too much 
and as a result both his marriage and his health suffered. In December 2013, 
at his lowest point, he was arrested for Drink Driving, which led to his 
marriage breaking up, losing his job and his children washing their hands of 
him. He had lost everything. 

In October 2015 he was at The Bridge in Wellingborough - a place of support 
for substance misusers. They said there was a bed in a new Rehabilitation 
Facility in Rushden [Recovery House where Sandra, our old curate, Matt’s 

Meet the Congregation – Terry Johnson 
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wife was 
manager!] Terry 
was accepted 
and spent six 
months there.  

During this time 
he was re- 
introduced to 
church, 

becoming a regular at St Mary’s. 
Following the success of his 
treatment he became a worker 
at Recovery House instead, helping 
other men coming through similar 
experiences. During this time he 
volunteered at The Drug and Alcohol 
Service (who had also helped him) 
and in January 2018 he became a full 
time employee. Terry now works 
with people actually involved in 
addiction and helping them 
overcome it. 

After he completed his treatment, 
his children accepted him again and 
he is now Grandad multiple times 
over to his grandchildren and step-
grandchildren. It keeps him busy!! 

He was impressed  that when he 
came to St Mary’s no one judged 
him.  

Terry was honoured to be asked to 
join the ENCS who look after the 
Night Shelters and Food Banks in 
Rushden and Corby as well as 
Recovery House. When available 
Terry helps out with Who let the 

Dads Out? and Clued Up and also at 
the Cornerfield Cafe at the Full 
Gospel Church, also run by ENCS. At 
the moment Terry is going out with 
a young lady from Stevenage. 

Thank you Terry for sharing your 
inspiring story! 

Roving Reporter 

  

Person with most influence? 
So many people who saw me 

through all this 

Hobbies? 
Reading and watching football 

and rugby 

Guests to dinner? 
Bill Wilson [founder of AA] 

What would you serve? 
Fillet steak, followed by my 
Mum’s Lemon Meringue Pie 

Favourite Place? 
London 

Special Treat 
... anything from the Dessert 

Trolley 

Favourite Bible Verse 
“All thing work together for 

good to those who love God” 
Romans 8. 28 

Those questions 
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 Flowers 
for  

 

37A HighSt 
37a High St, Rushden  

01933 315840 

because style is always in bloom 
info@inbloombiz.co.uk 

Flowers for all occasions 
and gifts, chocolates . . . 

P. G. SAVAGE 
PAPERHANGING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING 

FREE Estimates & Advice Given 
Reliable Service 

01933 316278 
10, Wymington Rd, Rushden, Northants 

PAINTERS & 
DECORATORS 

WITH 

OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

Local Events and News 
SCAMS 

Reported scams can 
often be scams in 
themselves. 
To check out the 
information that can help you to 
avoid a scam. Go to: 
www.ourwatch.org.uk. Click on 
menu, then toolkit, then ‘scams’. See 
also: www.actionfraud.police.uk or 
0300 123 2040 for information on 
various scams or for reporting a 
scam. 

  
  
 

Looking ahead to a more stable 
future would you consider becoming 
a volunteer minibus/community car 
driver for Serve? They pay a mileage 
allowance for use of your own car. 
More details at www.serve.org.uk or 
call 01933 315555 or email 
info@service.org.uk 

  

  

 

 

Our  

advertisers  

  

  

  
 
 

117 High St, RUSHDEN, NN10 0NZ 
www.crystellebelleweddings.com  

01933 317691 
New to your local High Street, we specialise 
in weddings, with a super range of jewellery, 

and offering hair & makeup services on 
location. We also 

cover memorial and 
christening gifts & 

jewellery.  
Come visit us,  

 

  Net Affair Home 
Furnishings 

 
 clothing alterations 

 
12D, High St, RUSHDEN 

01933 411000 

SOLUTION 
... To question on p 28. This is the 
Bell Tower of Seville Cathedral in 
Spain, known as ‘The Giralda’ and 
originally built as a minaret to The 

Great Mosque. 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=neighbourhood+watch+logo+uk&id=0FF7DD8A688349D84B912D6EDA0971D9F39C8794&FORM=IQFRBA
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 Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Accident or illness can strike at any time.  

If you suffer a  loss of capacity to  
make decisions, what safeguards to protect your loved ones 

have you made? Can they manage your affairs if you are 
rendered incapable of doing so? 

For confidential advice on Powers of Attorney 
Contact us today to arrange a FREE initial consultation. 

Stephen Wilkins - 01933 426266 

Inter County Waste Management are 
typically cheaper than skip hire and more 
flexible - you only pay for what we take 

-
-friendly solution for 

households and business looking to 
dispose of waste.  
OTHER SERVICES 

Bin cleaning - Litter picking - House 
Clearance and much more 

CALL US TODAY! 
Brindley Close, Rushden, NN10 6EN 

01933 315872     
intercountyltd.co.uk 

  

 Ribchester Carpentry 
all aspects of woodwork 

undertaken 
 

mob: 07508 052463 
e mail: 

jay.ribchester@gmail.com 
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Looking Back at St Mary’s Magazines 

50 years ago 
 

April 1970 

Young People’s 

Fellowship 
The day after their 

wedding Mick and Elaine 

came back to YPF to 

watch a film strip. The 

title? HAPPILY EVER 

AFTER! Pure coincidence. 

..? However, many of us 

were able to attend the 

wedding and to share 

with them in singing the 

magnificent gospel hymns 

they had chosen for the 

‘happiest day’ of their 

lives. We all wish them 

continued happiness and 

God’s blessing.  
 

Attention Gardeners - 

young and old 
Try your skill at 

winning a Class at the 

Horticultural Show on 

August 29th. 

Adults - most weight of 

potatoes grown from one 

set. Special sets 

available at 6d as you 

leave church. 

Children - grow the 

heaviest onion from a 

set. Sets given free 

after Family Service. 

25 years ago 
 

April 1995 

Long Winter Will End 
“The sedge is withered 

from the lake, and no 

birds sing.” 
La Belle Dame Sans Merci 
 

The lines from this 

poem passed through my 

mind as I wandered on 

the common the other 

morning. The only 

colour in the landscape 

was provided by the sun 

glinting on the 

water ... Buds were 

tightly closed and 

shrivelled looking. I 

too was standing with 

shoulders hunched 

against the biting 

wind. 
 

Rather like life 

really. There are times 

when we too can only 

weather the storms. 

Fallow periods when we 

produce no fruit and 

time seems to stand 

still [but] the times 

of renewal will come 

and we can unfold in 

the sunshine of God’s 

love. 

Margaret Henke 
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Crossword No 365 
1 ‘Soldiers of --- ---’, 
(hymn) (6,5) 
9 Pope’s official 
residence (7,6) 
10 Pope’s messenger 
(6) 
12 Show of reverence 
(6) 
13 Moses’ brother (5) 
15 Ark builder (4) 
17 Greek island (3) 
18 King of Midian 
(Numbers 31:8) (4) 
19 Ancient people 
associated with the 
Persians (5) 
21 ‘From --- You came’, 
(hymn) (6) 
22 Howzat (6) 
24 Matins (7,6) 
26 Life after death (11) 
 

DOWN 
2 Discover (3,2) 
3 Island in Bay of Naples (6) 
4 Number of Commandments (3) 
5 Motive (6) 
6 Navigable passage (3,4) 
7 ‘Hushed was the --- ---, (hymn) (7,4) 
8 Start of chorus of ‘I the Lord of sea 
and sky’ (4,1,2,4) 
11 Of the acorn tree (5) 
12 Book preceding Joel (5) 
14 13 across’ --- (3) 
16 Letter puzzle (7) 
19 North American country (6) 
20 Corkscrew (6) 
23 Cairo’s country (5) 
25 Obtain (3) 

Solution to Crossword No 364 

N E I G H B O U R R I B

O N E C E O I

W O N D R O U S C R O S S

E E O L T T H

L U R I D A M O R O S O

L H R R F P

D E I S T M Y N A H

C B H S L O

H A R V E S T R U L E R

O I K R E E I

R E D E E M E R L I V E S

U E L A I I O

S O S S E M I C O L O N

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25

26



26 

 

Barry Miller 
GENTLEMEN’S HAIR STYLIST 

40-42, HIGH STREET SOUTH RUSHDEN 
 

6 FULL TIME STYLISTS 

Walk in or for appointments ring 
 

01933 356483 

PARKING 

OPPOSITE 

 

 

NOBLE EYE CARE 
Est 1963 

 

Affordable  
Family Eye Care 

Celebrating 57 years in our community 

Now at: 
89 High St, Rushden  

NN10 0NZ 

312551 
www.nobleopticians.co.uk  

 

 

£5 million  

public liability  

insurance 

Rushden based 

 
John Hadley      tel: 07973 828897 

email: jjhadley71@gmail.com 

Hadley Woodland Management 
hedge trimming 

pruning  - tree removal 

seasoned woodland logs 

hedge & tree planting 

small woodland  

management  

& conservation   
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A & J COULSON 
Plumbing, Heating & Gas Engineers 

Boiler Servicing 

Bathrooms & Showers 
 

T:  01933 355703 

M:  07734 046 331 or 07927 163 039 

E: coulson166@btinternet.com 
Established 1966 

 

Hollis Brothers 
High class butchers 

 

44 Duck St. Rushden 

357763 
Friendly, personal service 

PETER TOMAS 
Comprehensive Glazing Service  

Boarding Up & Property Secured  

Property Maintenance  

Garage Doors Installed 

Tel: 359688 

PETER DRAPER 
Photographic 

 

* PASSPORT PHOTOS * 
BINOCULARS  * TELESCOPES 

65, High St, RUSHDEN   
419909 

P. W. HOUSE 
54, High Street, Rushden 
 

Rushden’s Family Jeweller 
For over 60 years     
 

Tel: 418877 

The 
Distinctive 

Jeweller 

R J Smith & Son 

 Shoe Repairs 
 Engraving 

 Gifts 
 Locksmiths 

 Watch Straps & 
Batteries 

4 Hamblin Court  
Rushden NN10 0RU 

Tel: 01933 358541 
www.rjsmith-son.co.uk  

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
All types of tree work undertaken 

 
01933 356205     

A . ABBOTT & SONS 
PERSONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

BEDFORD ROAD, RUSHDEN 
 

‘Owned and operated by  
the Abbott family for four generations’ 

 

Tel: Rushden 312142 
24 HOUR SERVICE TO ALL AREAS 

 

Private Chapel of rest, 
Service Chapel, Catering suite, 

Memorial display, Floral tributes 
Pre-paid plans available         Est. 1885 

 

www.abbottfunerals.co.uk 
info@abbottfunerals.co.uk 

RUSHDEN SCHOOL 
OF MOTORING         Tel: 312874 
4 Hall Avenue, Rushden, NN10 9ET 

Practical and theory tuition  
in manual and automatic cars                

Probably Rushden’s oldest  established 
driving school: 1957-2019 

mailto:info@abbottfunerals.co.uk
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Our Sunday morning Service ringing has mainly continued mainly on six 
bells, but with occasional ringing on all eight bells. Kaylee continues to 
progress well, and Tony is getting to grips with his bell handling. Since the 
last Belfry Gossip a Peal [5,024 different changes taking about 3 hours] 
was successfully rung on a Thursday evening, so on that Friday we moved 
our practice to join the Irchester ringers at their practice, so if you missed 
the bells ringing that was the reason.  

A Quarter Peal was rung for one of the evening services in thanksgiving 
for the life of Terry Smith by members of his family and his ringing friends 
and conducted by grandson Toby. The bells were also rung following his 
funeral service. Several years ago Terry was a regular member of the 
Rushden band and had rung 317 Quarter Peals here, conducting 65; he 
had also rung 20 Peals, conducting 5. Our thoughts are with Ann and his 
family. 

After many months the Clock company has eventually identified the 
problem with the winding motor which has stopped our quarter chimes 
for so long, so we hope it will not be too much longer before it is fixed 
and the clock chimes over the town again.  

The Wellingborough Branch of ringers have held practices at Earls Barton 
[8 bells] and Grendon [6] where many of 
our ringers swelled the numbers and 
everyone had opportunities to have a go 
at ringing many different methods from 
what they normally do. There were a good 
number of ringers at both towers. 

Regretfully, due to the current pandemic 
advice, all bellringing at St Mary’s has 
been cancelled until further notice. 

 Tintinnabulum 
 
 

Just as a distraction, does anyone recognise 
this bell tower? Clue: it’s not in the UK. Ed. 

                                                     [Answer on p22]  

Belfry Gossip 
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Given the on-going and fast-changing situation around the Coronavirus 
Pandemic as we go to press, it is unlikely that any of the events previously 

listed for April & May will take place so we have removed the majority. This 
is also true of events listed on the Diocese of Peterborough pages [15-18].  

In line with the Archbishops’ directive of Tuesday 17 March no Church 
Services will take place until further notice in either of our churches.  Up to 

date information will continue to be carried on the St Mary’s web site - 
stmaryschurchrushden.org . This is also the place to download a copy of 

grapevine: although we are also hoping to have a delivery system in place.  

As long as we are able to do so, we will be putting a Sunday service together 
which can be seen on the internet, either on our Facebook page  

stmaryschurchrushden  or on YouTube.  If we know your e-mail 
address, we will try to send you a ‘link’ to these.  If we do not know your 

e-mail address and you would like to receive this, please e-mail the Rector 
at sprior@toucansurf.com  

St Mary’s is seeking guidance on how to make the church a safe place for 
anyone to spend a little time alone with God in the next few months - 

particularly given the importance of Easter. It is hoped it will be possible for 
anyone to enjoy the silence and peace of the church under conditions which 
are safe and appropriate. Hopefully this will apply on Good Friday instead of 
the usual Chain of Prayer, with a little help from the overhead screen, and a 

self-imposed seating protocol.  

Similarly thought is being given to the many community projects that  
St Mary’s and St Peter’s Newton Bromswold are involved with locally, and 

the support and care in the community which church members provide 
through volunteering continues, but in ways that recognise the seriousness 

of the situation we find ourselves in.  

There is already a Food Bank Collecting Box outside the Rectory front door, 
where it is accessible, but still under cover. Anyone is welcome to add to it 

without the necessity of contact or ringing the bell.  It will be taken 
regularly to the Food Bank.  

Phil gives good advice in his Curate’s Comments on p4, asking us to fully 
recognise that ‘whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in 
the shadow of the Almighty.’  If you have moments of feeling hopeless or 
isolated then turn the page and get out your coloured pencils or paint. Do 

something you never thought you would and ‘colour in’ a message of hope. 
God is always with us, whatever happens next!                             

Jude Curtis, grapevine Editor 

The Alternative Diary Page 
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 Book Reviews 
Elly Griffiths : A Girl Called Justice 
(London: Quercus Children’s 
Books, 2019) 
This book - the first of what will be a 
series - is set in the 1930s, although 
the heroine is very much a girl of 
our times.  Justice Jones, the 
daughter of a criminal barrister and 
a writer of detective novels, has 
been taught at home by her 
mother, a noted scholar and of 
independent mind.  When her 
mother dies unexpectedly Justice’s 
father sends her to Highbury House 
School for the Daughters of 
Gentlefolk, on the Romney 
Marshes, as he is concerned that 
she will be lonely whilst he is in 
Court.   
 

The book, aimed at those from age 
8, is entertaining and holds the 
attention of a reader very well.  
Justice discovers the power of 
friendship whilst using her talents 
to catch a murderer.  In the course 
of doing so, she has some hair-
raising adventures but, as in all 
good stories, good triumphs in the 
end.   
 

Charlie Mackesy, The Boy, the 
Mole, The Fox and the Horse 
(London: Penguin : 2019) 
Charlie Mackesy’s pen and ink 
drawings with their gentle captions 
have, for some time, enchanted 
those who know his work.  This 
collection, in the form of a pictorial 

journey, is for everyone, from eight 
to eighty.  The adventures of the 
four characters in the title happen 
in Springtime which, Charlie 
suggests, is as unpredictable as life 
itself.  Although each drawing and 
caption can stand on its own, it is 
linked to the others.  Each says 
something, quite profound, in an 
accessible way.  For example, on 
one page the four characters have 
paused for a rest, under a tree, and 
begin to talk : ‘The fox never really 
speaks’ whispered the boy.  ‘No. 
And it’s lovely he is with us’, said the 
horse. ‘To be honest, I often feel I 
have nothing interesting to say’, 
said the fox.  ‘Being honest is 
always interesting’, said the horse. 
 

This is the sort of book you can pick 
up at random and always find 
something new, or a different way 
of looking at something you 
thought you knew well.  For me, a 
serendipitous find that I shall 
treasure for years to come.  

Anna Kingsmill-Vellacott 
 

Not For The Faint-Hearted! 
Hilary Mantel, The Mirror & The 
Light (London: Fourth Estate, 
2020). 
I am reading this final part of the 
story of Thomas Cromwell, lord 
Privy Seal to Henry VIII.  All 875 
pages of it. Not for the faint-
hearted, but deep joy to the 
persistent.                            Jude 
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Colour me with hope 
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