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Items for the  

March grapevine  
should be sent by 

Sunday 9 February 
 to Sue Prior 

either by email: 
stmaryschurchoffice@btinternet.com 

or left in the letterbox outside the 
church office  

  

Please include your name and 
phone number with any submission 

in case we need to contact you.  

Cover image: stained glass image 

of water and the Spirit. 

Our sermon series over the first 
months of 2020 is In the Beginning 
(see also page 11).  Grapevine’s cover 
image illustrates well the verse 
Genesis 1.2: 

Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the  

surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the waters. 

However, if you do a little research, 
you can see how the image could 
also apply to other passages. Trace 
it through the Bible!  Isaiah 44.3; 
Ezekiel 36.25-27;  Matthew 3.16; 
Mark 1.10; John 3.5; Revelation 22.17 



4 

 

From the Rector  

Recently, I had been praying for someone whom  
I know well (don’t worry, they are not from our 
churches here) and I felt that God was telling me 
that he wanted me to pass on two particular things 
to this individual.  I held on to that impression, and 
continued to pray about it for a week or so, but it 
didn’t go away.  Fairly confident that it was not just 
a rush of blood to the head, I emailed them, telling them the two 
concerns which I felt the Lord wanted them to hear and respond to.  

I was both humbled and grateful for their positive response – for they, 
too, had recently heard the Lord “speaking to them” about these two 
issues in their life, so I was glad that I had heard the Lord correctly in my 
prayer and had taken the risk of passing on these concerns. 

Both these concerns were for a particular individual at a specific time in 
their life.  At the same time, I think they could apply to many of us, so I 
am now writing to pass them on to all of you.   

The first concern I wrote about was their need to make an effort to keep 
close to God in the coming year. I know that they live a very busy life with 
many different responsibilities. That is true of many of us.  But it is also 
true that we find time to spend on those things we consider to be 
priorities. Strangely enough whatever we’re doing, most of us find time 
to eat several times a day! How high a priority is time spent with God in 
prayer, Bible reading and meditation?  It is not only our responsibilities 
that keep us from time with God but our distractions. The things that 
distract us are often electronic these days:  the TV, radio, computer or 
smartphone.  But it could just as easily be newspapers, magazines, books 
or any other activities, indoor or out, that stop us spending time with 
God. Once again, it is about being clear in our priority to honour God and 
then acting upon it - by using the power of the off button (!) and getting 
ourselves into that quiet (or quieter) place physically and mentally. 

The second concern I shared with them was their need to remain faithful 
in their giving to God and God’s work.  I knew that they had a pattern of 
giving, but years had passed and it was time for a review.   And here in 
our churches, we will be having Stewardship Sundays this month - both in 
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St Mary’s (2 February) and St Peter’s, Newton Bromswold (23 February). 
Stewardship Sunday reminds us of how the Lord has been generous to us 
and what our church has been doing with our giving.   

Thinking about our stewardship also challenges us to examine whether 
our lives reflects God’s generosity. Is our giving a thought-through and 
faithful proporti0n of our income, given our circumstances?  

Finally, Stewardship Sunday provides us with 
an opportunity to ensure that our giving is up 
to date. Has our level of income changed?  We 
may have had a pay rise, a bonus, or an 
increase in profits. On the other hand, if we 
have just retired, our income may have 
experienced a severe drop! Our gracious God 
both knows and understands all of this.   

God is (and we ought to be) full of grace and 
open generosity.  We need to be mindful about our giving because it not 
only effects what the local church can do in its ministry and mission— and 
of course we support our mission partners and other good causes as 
well— but it also reflects the attitude of our hearts.  

Do our hearts and our actions reflect God’s grace and generosity?   

“For God loves a cheerful giver.”   
2 Corinthians 9.7 

our giving …  

reflects  

the attitude  

of our  

hearts. 

An Invitation to the Northampton* 

Bishop’s Bible Day 
Saturday 14th March, 9.30am—4pm 

Northampton High School 
Newport Pagnell Road, Hardingstone, Northampton, NN4 6UU 

You MUST book for this event. To do so please: 
Ring: 01604 887049, E-mail: bookings@peterborough-diocese.org.uk   or  

Return the completed Booking Form (available at the back of church or online)  
by hand or post by Friday 6th March 2020 

*  There is also a Bible Day at Peterborough Cathedral on 22 February 
(please book by 14 February ‘20) 
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In the style of an Oscar acceptance speech – but not in 
the style of Sandra Bullock – I have to pay homage to 
the Kindness of Strangers, without whom I suspect I, 
and that pesky Nissan Micra, would still be languishing 
in Rushden instead of being treated to the second 
serious gale of my stay: or is it just the tail-end of the one that started just 
after I arrived? I don’t care. I’m here – that was the target but it just didn’t 
want to happen.  A week later I think I can say I’m well on the way to 
recovery. 

So, imagine me, not Sandra, up there, 
clutching the Oscar. I simply have to thank 
the cast of people who over a period of 72 
hours, with barely any interconnection,  
conspired [or were inspired] to get me 
where I am today – which is, now, safely in 
the cottage, snug, smug and enjoying the 
warmth of the underfloor heating through 
my Skandi Noir socks. Unlike the Oscar 
winner thanking everyone from her Director 

to the guy who opened the door of her caravan on set, and the girl who 
gave her edgy cheek bones with the help of an ermine tipped brush, none 
of my ‘strangers’ were being paid for the extra  lengths they went to, to 
make my journey not just possible but safe. Unlike the real Oscars I’m not 
naming names, but you’ll know who you are. 

It began with the person with a pickup, two attendant elves and nice 
substantial jump leads who got me started – twice, since ‘it’ stalled 200 
yards down the road; continued with the couple who phoned my mobile 
to advise me not to turn the engine off and directed me to the autoparts 
show room where, with the engine still running, the battery was checked 
out and found faultless. Then the staff just went onto autopilot phoning 
every mechanic they knew who was daft enough to be working just after 
New Year. I think it was the ninth who said yes, he had space, so with a 

The Kindness   
of Strangers 

Editorial 
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quick look at the Google map they’d pulled up for me, I’m off to see a 
proper car mechanic, who diagnosed that the alternator was kaput, 
sourced the part, ordered it and was confident it would be ready by 
lunchtime the next day if he took the old one off now.  

So I got a lift home with the brick-next-door, watched Vera recordings 
and played Candy Crush and slept fitfully till the next day. Oh, and thank 
you too to the lovely person [LP] who listened sympathetically and 
changed my reservation at Tebay Hotel to the following night and the 
other LP who sorted out something very satisfactory with the finances.  

The next day I waited.  Then the mobile rang and yet another LP got me 
to the garage to collect the car, set me on my way, and apart from taking 
ten minutes to turn right on the Lakes roundabout – what was I thinking 
off? – I’m finally heading north.  

OK, I ended up, unintentionally, on the M6 Toll, but the guy in the kiosk 
had obviously had practice with old dears who really shouldn’t be let out 
on their own.  And, it was dark before I reached Tebay and I really didn’t 
like that, but they were so welcoming that I recovered pretty quickly. Full 
marks to the waiter who, the next morning, accepted that a double 
espresso, some squeezed orange juice and a corner of brown toast was 
sufficient breakfast for a grown woman, without flinching: actually 
presenting the gorgeous espresso with a flourish worthy of a bottle of 
Chevalier Montrachet. I never could manage much breakfast when 
travelling – did I tell you about that flight into Baghdad Airport back in 
1980? No. Good. Better not. 

Of course I can’t but acknowledge that it wasn’t me orchestrating this 
massive ‘performance’ but The Lord Almighty.  I am truly, truly thankful. 
My Bible In One Year reading for Day 5 of 2020 includes, “In peace will I lie 
down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.” Psalm 4.8 

Amen to that. 
Jude Curtis 
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The Children’s 
Society News 

The Annual 
Christingle Service 
was held on Saturday 7 December 
when we welcomed again The Alfred 
Street School Choir to perform as 
part of this service. The Church was 
full and it was good to see many 
from the uniformed organizations. 

The Children's Society Committee 
would like to thank everyone who 
helped in any way to make this 
service memorable.  A big thank you 
to all who donated:  £535.58 was 
given for the work of The Children's 
Society.                                                        

Our next event: 

A Quiz & Ploughman's Supper 
Saturday 22 February  

in the Church Hall 
7-15 for 7-30pm 

 Admission by Ticket:  £7.50 
available from  

Mary 01933-315383 or Chris 418399 
Everyone Welcome 

The Spring Quiz Sheet, Bits and 
Pieces, in aid of The Children's 
Society is now available at £1 from 
committee members, Pam Bailey or 
Mary 01933-315383.  (John Holloway 
had compiled this quiz before his 
death last February.) 

    Mary Hadley    

 

Ladies’ Group 
It was lovely to welcome our own 
home-grown Rev Glyn Ackerley to 
the Ladies’ Group meeting in 
January.  He shared his convictions 
with us concerning healing, miracles 
and deliverance, describing his 
experiences through his learning and 
ministry in various parishes. 

We have another home-grown to 
look forward to on 12 February. Our 
own Jose Smith will be speaking 
about ‘Nostalgia’.  Jose has a 
fantastic recall and memory of past 
events and people, so I am sure we 
will all be nodding in agreement with 
her.  

Please contact Cynthia 359590 for 
further details. 

St Mary’s News  

RUSHDEN ST MARY’S 
ANNUAL VESTRY & APCM 

TUESDAY 7 APRIL 7.30 
 

The Annual Vestry and APCM 
will be taking place this year  
on Tuesday, 7 April, 7.30pm  

in the Church.   
We have already had one report 
from an eager contributor!  We 
will be requesting reports from 
all groups and committees over 

the next month. 
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St Mary’s News  

Christmas at St Mary’s 

We enjoyed all our Advent and  
Christmas celebrations this year.  
Mary and Joseph again made their 
way around many of our homes via 
the Christmas Crib, leaving lambs 
behind at many addresses.  The 
angels brought 1,000 messages of 
how God’s love appeared in Jesus  
(see page 10).   

At our Nativity, we were blessed to 
have a baby representing Jesus who 
really could have cried (if he had 
wanted to…) as well as a wonderful 
supportive cast (see back cover for 
our donkey and one of our wise 
men).   

Thanks to everyone who made our 
preparations and celebrations so 
special—not forgetting all those 
who gave to our special Christmas 
collections, sharing £787.62 
between the Church Army at King’s 
Lynn and ENCS Recovery House.  

 

February 2020 
Behind the Communion Table 

2 February Ladies’ Group 
9 February Lynda Sandiford    
16 February  Paula Williams 
23 February  Ann Harris 
  

If you are able to offer to do the 
flowers  behind the communion 

table later this year  please sign up 
on the rota at the back of church. 
Any questions: Ellen Inwood will 

always help - 312874 
 

Memorial Chapel 

2 February Mrs Joan Walker 
16 February Mrs Marion Bates 

If anyone wishes to give flowers in 
memory of loved ones please 

contact me,  Brenda Dixon,  358982 

Flower Rotas 

Prayer,  
Praise & Presence  

Please join us for a time of informal 
contemporary worship, intercessory 

prayer and prayer ministry at 
7.45pm on the Third Thursday of 
each month in St Mary’s Church 

 

 Join us!  Thursday 20 February 
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St Mary’s News  

Tea and Coffee at St Mary’s—
known as T&C, takes place each 
Thursday morning at St Mary’s 
Church Hall — with coffee, tea and 
cakes laid on for anyone who  
wishes to come along.  We don’t 
charge anything, but do take  
donations.   

We are manned by a rota of  
volunteers from church — and one 
volunteer from the community, 
Beth, who has been coming every 
week to help with clearing tables 
and washing up.  (In the run up to 
Christmas, Beth was very busy, as 
we had quite a bit of special food!  
See the photo on the back cover.)  
Please feel free to drop in for a  
cuppa some Thursday morning  
between 10 am and 12.00. 
 
 

Bumps&Babes@Church News 
Here is an update on the GLOW  
Angels project. As you may recall, 
the Church Toddler Groups in 
Higham and Rushden meet  
together every half term to pray for 
the children of the towns, compare 
notes and put on events for every-
one to enjoy. We call our group  
God Leads Our Work (GLOW). 

This advent we decided to ‘Angel 
Bomb’ the towns with small knitted 
angels for people to keep and     
enjoy. We had nearly 1,000 angels 
knitted for us  (thanks,  all you  
knitters from St Mary’s!) and we put 
them out every evening during 
Advent.  We set up a Facebook 
page for people to post on, if they  
wanted to, and it was all an  
enormous success.  

We had lots of ‘posts,’ ‘shares’ and 
‘likes’ and engaged nearly 2,000 
people.  People told us of how the 
angel had arrived on their doorstep 
at a time when they needed to feel 
God’s presence and how cheered 
and comforted, they had been.  

Tennyson Road and Higham schools 
put them on their Christmas trees 
and Rhyme Time and Little Steps 
nursery schools loved theirs too. 

Our last post in January asked if we 
should do it again;  64 people  
answered, ‘yes please!’   So, look 
out for us next Autumn—and if you 
would like to knit us some angels, 
then please do. 

Sue Merrifield 

 

 

Monthly event for dads, stepdads, 
granddads or male carers and their 
younger children [0-6 yrs]. Children 

enjoy a range of toys including 
bouncy castle, sit-on cars and 

inflatable ball pool. 

Saturday 15 February 
9.30am—12noon 

St Mary’s Church Hall 

Adults £4: children free  

Just turn up! 



11 

 

St Mary’s News  

“In the Beginning” 
A new sermon series has begun at     
St Mary’s on Sunday mornings based 
on the first eleven chapters of the 
book of Genesis.  

“...Genesis sets the stage for the  
redemptive storyline of the Bible.  

“The story opens with God confronting chaos and disorder to bring order and 
beauty in creation. Humans are formed and appointed to participate in God's 
divine rule of the universe. As his representatives, humanity can choose to trust 
God for wisdom to rule, resulting in blessing for the entire world. 

“However, the humans choose to define good and evil on their own,.. Yet God 
promises, even in our rebellion, that a wounded victor will come who will defeat 
evil at its source. It's this plan that God sets into motion beginning in Genesis 12.” 

From:   https://thebibleproject.com/explore/genesis-1-11/   

This group has 
now met for 
over six months 
and many enjoy  
coming along to  
chat together 
and do craft  

activities. It doesn’t matter whether 
you are skilled or a novice at any 
craft (although if you have a skill 
that you are willing to share with 
us, we would be grateful!)   

We meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month from 10.15 am, starting 
with a craft demonstration and a 
chance to try it out—or bring a  
project from home and sit and chat 
while you do it. 

We have had demonstrations in 
card making, crochet, and  
Christmas ornaments to name just a 
few beginning with ‘C’.  February’s 
craft demonstration will be  
weaving paper hearts in honour of  
Valentine’s Day.  (Bring your own 
paper scissors if you have some!) 

Baptisms 

Sunday 22 December 2019 
Mark Butcher 

Faye Tunnicliffe 
Casey Grace Butcher 

 

Funerals 

Thursday 28 November 2019 
Martin William Harcombe (38) 

Friday 29 November 2019 
David Ronald Brewerton (81) 

Monday 6 January 2020 
Evelyn Mary Willmott (94) 

 

Internment of Ashes 

Thursday 28 November 2019 
 John Reginald Dixon 

From the Registers 

https://thebibleproject.com/explore/genesis-1-11/
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You might also like to know ... 

Ink Cartridge Recycling 
We received £12.50 from the Tesco 
Cartridge Recycling scheme in 2019 - 
disappointing compared to our total 
of nearly £40 in 2016.  Lots of people 
seem to have moved away from 
Canon and HP printers - who have 
arrangements for collecting and 
refilling cartridges - to Epson, who 
don’t – unless anyone knows 
otherwise [Please share if you do]. 
We have, however, recycled quite a 
few hundreds of Epson’s products 
safely so none have gone to landfill. 
So keep dropping off your spent 
cartridges in the office: they will be 
responsibly handled!   
 

Do, also, keep taking your empty 
Walkers Crisp Packets to Noble Eye 
Care in Rushden High Street, where 
they are being warmly welcomed.  
 

United Services in Rushden 
A small group of women meet in 
January and March to organise two 
afternoon services in Rushden.  
The first service is in the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity.  This year 
it was at the Salvation Army on  
21 January. The second service will 
take place on the World Day of 
Prayer and will take place at  
St Peter’s Roman Catholic Church  
on Friday 6 March at 2.00pm.  

This service has been prepared by 
the women of Zimbabwe and is 
called Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk. 
The World Day of Prayer is 
celebrated in over 120 countries 
where people pray the same prayers 
in their own languages on the same 
day.  (For more detail see 
www.wwdp.org.uk) The service lasts 
about 45 minutes and is followed 
with refreshments. Everyone is 
welcome— men and women, young 
and old. Do come along and bring 
your friends. 

Helen Allan and I represent St Mary’s 
on this committee and we would 
love to see you at these services.  

Sue Merrifield 

East Northants Community 
Leaders’ Lunch  
Book now for this lunch  on 
Wednesday 19th February which will 
include a talk on mental health 
training and support needs in local 
churches, a short talk on Social 
Prescribing and updates on wellbeing 
cafes and from East Northants 
Community Services (ENCS). 
Admission is £5, payable at the door.  
More details from Andrew Presland 
(01933 316927 or 
andrew.presland.harborough58 
@gmail.com) 

http://www.wwdp.org.uk
mailto:andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com
mailto:andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com
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St Peter’s 
Newton 

Bromswold 
  

2 February—Mrs Hollis & Mrs Porter 
16 February—Anna Giles 

 

THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY  
The Christingle Service, which was 
held in December raised £125 for   
The Children's Society. Many thanks 
to everyone who supported this 
service. 

News from Newton 

 

Sally Urwin, who wasn’t born to the 
farming life, lives in Northumberland 
with her husband Steve and her two 
children.  She writes a regular diary, 
tweeting as @pintsizedfarmer, about 
what it’s really like hill farming today 
in one of the most beautiful, but 
very wild, parts of Northumberland.   
 

Farming being perilous financially, 
Sally is the farmer whilst her 
husband, whose family have farmed 
here for generations, takes work 
outside to make ends meet.   
 

Sally is only 4’10” (on a good day, 
she says) so—not much taller than 
her couple of hundred sheep.  This is 

no easy life, and her book tells of a 
year of highs and lows, from trying 
to find a pair of waterproof trousers 
in her size which don’t look like two 
plastic bags stitched together at the 
crotch, to wondering how to ask 
Steve to plant the oilseed rape 
further away from the kitchen 
window next year so overnight 
visitors won’t complain about the 
‘bad smelling cabbage’.  The book is 
funny and informative, and—as we 
all enjoy reading about other people 
working hard in dreadful conditions - 
it’s a great read as we look forward 
to spring. 

Anna Kingsmill-Vellacott 

22 February 2020  
starting at 8pm in 

The Swan,  

Newton Bromswold.   
Entry fee:  

£10 (for a team of 4)   
Winning Prize:  

4 bottles of wine. 

Book Review 
A Farmer’s Diary, A Year at High House Farm by Sally Urwin  

[Profile Books] 2019 
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Open Meeting of Higham Deanery 
Synod: 7.30pm Thursday, 6 Feb at All 
Hallows’, Hargrave, NN9 6BW (tea & 
coffee from 7pm). At the start of the 
meeting, there will be a presentation by 
the Diocese of Peterborough Children’s 
and Youth Ministry team on the 
Generation to Generation Project, 
starting in our Deanery. Over the next 
six years, a paid worker will spend time 
in each benefice, working with church 
members and within local communities 
to develop existing activities (school 
assemblies, lunch clubs, mentoring, 
open youth clubs) and help create new 
ones. Andrew Presland has more details 
(01933 316927 or 
andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

 

Prayer Corner 

Justin Welby,  
Archbishop of Canterbury 

on Twitter 17/01/2020 

“Just  a thought ...” 
  

Messy Grace by Caleb Kaltenbach  
WaterBrook Press © 2015 

Growing in Grace 
A Women’s Conference will be   
taking place at Moulton Parish 
Church from 9am to 4pm on  
Saturday 29th February on the 
theme “Growing in Grace”  with 
Rachel Menon as the main speaker  
and workshops.  Details at http://
moultonparishchurch.co.uk/events 

mailto:andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com
http://moultonparishchurch.co.uk/events/
http://moultonparishchurch.co.uk/events/
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+John 

Bishop of Brixworth 

Diocese of Peterborough – Magazine Resource – February 2020 
Produced by the Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough, PE1 1YB 

Tel: 01733 887000  Email: communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 
www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

‘Saying Yes to Life’ – Lent and Lambeth 2020 

T 
his summer, almost 1,000 
bishops from all over the world 
will be gathering in Canterbury 

for the Lambeth Conference. Some of 
the bishops, including from our link 
dioceses in Korea, will be spending a 
few days beforehand at Launde Abbey 
with Bishop Donald and myself. 
    A key theme of the conference will 
be the global climate emergency that is 
already impacting the dioceses from 
which some of the bishops serve. For 
example, low-lying areas flooded by 
rising sea-levels and conflict triggered 
by expanding deserts, forcing people to 
move and compete for scarce land. 
Archbishop Justin has recorded a short 
interview highlighting this aspect of 
Lambeth 2020.  
    As we approach the season of Lent 
I’d like to commend two ways in which 
we can engage with these important 
matters from the perspective of our 
Christian faith: 
    The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent 
Book, Saying Yes to Life by Ruth 
Valerio, is a brilliant exploration of what 
it means to look after God’s world, 
reflecting on creation themes including 
light, water, land and seasons 
alongside environmental concerns. It’s 
full of good stories and great insights. 
Archbishop Justin says that this book 
“is perfect for individuals and groups to 
reflect, pray and be challenged 
together”. Copies are currently available 
for loan from the Bouverie Court Library. 
     The Church of England’s Lent 
Campaign, ‘#LiveLent – Care for God’s 
Creation’, has produced challenges for 

40 days in 
adult and 
children’s 
versions that 
are available 
as a pocket-
sized booklet, 
via an app or 
by email. The aim is to broaden our 
view of Christ’s redeeming mission. 
The campaign has distributed over 
13,000 sample copies – your church 
may have some. The daily Bible 
readings, reflections and suggested 
actions link with Ruth’s book. I think 
both versions are really inspiring and 
great fun! If you wish to order copies of 
these books, contact 
environment@peterborough-
diocese.org.uk. 
     In this diocese, we are aiming to 
make 2020 a year of greater focus on 
our stewardship of God’s earth as the 
fifth of the Five Marks of Mission – tell 
the good news of Jesus; teach the 
faith; tend for all in his name; 
transform society in line with Kingdom 
values; treasure God’s creation. 
Throughout 2020, look out for new 
initiatives from the Diocesan 
Environmental Team. 
     With my prayers and best wishes 
for a holy and world-changing Lent. 
   Yours 

mailto:communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-to-life
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/saying-yes-to-life
https://www.churchofengland.org/livelent
https://www.churchofengland.org/livelent
mailto:environment@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:environment@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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“I think these belong to you” 

S 
t Giles Church in Desborough 
enjoyed “a Christmas 
miracle” during the festive 

season when stolen silverware from 
the church turned up in a 
neighbour’s garden! 
    The discovery was made during a 
TV interview about the burglary.  
St Giles’ Assistant Priest, the Revd 
Canon Neil Clarke, takes up the 
story: 
    “We were filming a piece for ITV 
Anglia News when a person who 
lives near the church walked in with 
a plastic shopping bag and said, ‘I 
think these belong to you’! All of the 
lost items were in there. It was 
amazing. He just saw the bag over 
the fence at the end of his garden.” 
    The items in question had been 
part of the fabric of the church for 
generations, including one item from 
the 16th century.  
    “We had lost three silver chalices 
– the oldest, we believe, is from 
1577, the other two were donations 
from the 1960s. There was also a 
metal chalice, two silver patens, one 

metal paten, a silver ciborium and a 
silver flagon.” 
    The robbery was the second of 
two thefts to take place at St Giles 
during December, and it was Neil 
who discovered that the church had 
been burgled once again. 
    “The previous break-in was on 
13th December. During the first 
break-in, one safe was damaged and 
two doors. Other than that, there was 
no loss,” explains Neil. “But when I 
went to the church at 8.45am on 
Monday 30th December to prepare 
some wedding returns, I found the 
church had been broken into for a 
second time.” 
    This time, the damage to the 
church was far more substantial, and 
ongoing repairs are needed. 
    “Two safes were broken into and 
are not able to be repaired. The 
church main door, back door and 
vestry door were also broken and 
need repair. The thieves also took 
£107 in cash. It’s thought to be the 
same criminals that came back for 
the main safe.” 
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    But this begs the 
question of why the thieves 
left the silverware behind – 
an outcome which has 
baffled both Neil and the 
police. 
    “We initially thought the 
objects would be melted 
down for their scrap value. 
The items may have been 
left to collect later. Maybe 
they were abandoned 
because they thought that 
they could not be sold. The 
police have no thoughts on 
that. Either way, we’re delighted at 
the recovery – a Christmas miracle.” 
     Northamptonshire Police remain 
on the lookout for the perpetrators of 
the break-ins. Anyone with 
information or who may have 
witnessed this incident is asked to 
call Northamptonshire Police on 101 
or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 

Revd Andrew Farrington (left) and Revd Canon Neil 
Clarke with the returned silverware 

Will you be registering for the 2020 

Northamptonshire Churchyard Conservation Award Scheme? 

T 
he Northampton-based charity 

The Wildlife Trust has  

announced its 2020  

Conservation Churchyard Award 

Scheme, which aims to help churches 

to increase the wildlife in their  

churchyards or gardens. Churches 

can register for the scheme and will 

receive an advisory visit on making 

the most of their trees, shrubs,  

grasslands and meadow plants, as 

well as on providing habitats for a  

variety of animals.  

   Registered churches can then 
work towards receiving Bronze, 
Silver and Gold awards. The 
Bronze award is aimed at churches 
who are starting out managing their 
churchyards for wildlife. These 
churches will need some form of 
management plan, and to have 
made a start on some  
conservation work. The Silver 
award is aimed at churchyards  

Story continues on the next page 
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Visit www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/events 
to find events happening near you. 

 

  For Safeguarding training at all levels: www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/
news-and-events/events?tags=safeguarding. 

    Sat 1 Feb: Concert by 
Peterborough Cathedral Choir at  
St Mary the Blessed Virgin, 
Warmington, PE8 6TE. 7.00pm. 
Free and all are welcome. 
     Fri 14 Feb: Cathedral at Night: 
Photographers' Evening at  
Peterborough Cathedral. 6.30pm to 
10.00pm. £5 per person for a 60 
minute slot. Book online here or call 
01733 355315. 
    Sat 15 Feb: The Love of Flowers 
at Peterborough Cathedral. 1.00pm 
to 3.00pm. £10 per person, including 
both the demonstration and afternoon 
tea. Book online here or call 01733 
355315. 
    

whose conservation management is 
up and running, and starting to benefit 
a range of wildlife, while the Gold 
award is aimed at the best church-
yards for wildlife, where conservation  
management is well established 
across a range of habitats and spe-
cies, and benefiting a host of wildlife. 
   Each award lasts for three years, 

after which churches can reapply or go 

for a higher award. Applying for an 

award costs £5. To request a visit or 

apply for an award, please contact the  

Wildlife Trust for an application form. 

You can email  

northamptonshire@wildlifebcn.org or phone 01604 405285. The closing date 

for entries is 28th February 2020. 

February events 

     Sat 22 Feb: Bishop's Bible Day at 
Peterborough Cathedral. 9:30am to 
4.00pm. Free (donations are welcome). 
To book a place, phone 01604 887049 
or email bookings@peterborough-
diocese.org.uk. 
    Sun 23 Feb: Ashley Snowdrop 
Walk at St Mary’s Church, LE16 8HF. 
12 noon to 3.30pm. All are welcome. 
£5 adults / £3 children aged 12 and 
under (this includes hot homemade 
soup and a bread roll). 
    Launde Abbey has a series of 
retreats happening throughout the year. 
For more information or to book a 
place, visit www.laundeabbey.org.uk, 
phone 01572 717254 or email 
info@launde.org.uk. 

http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/events
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/news-and-events/events?tags=safeguarding
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/news-and-events/events?tags=safeguarding
https://www.ticketisland.co.uk/ticketi_slevent_cal3Full?bi=PeterboroughCathedral&slctd=02-14-2020#pos_tag
https://www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/143/section.aspx/142/flower-demo
mailto:northamptonshire@wildlifebcn.org
mailto:bookings@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:bookings@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
http://www.laundeabbey.org.uk
mailto:info@launde.org.uk
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 Mission Matters:  

During 2019, Langham Preaching exceeded its goals for the year: 338 
seminars were held in 70 of the 87 existing preaching movements, with at 
least 10,896 registered participants. Langham Literature provided 8,892 
books to pastors enrolled in Preaching seminars, and 435 to leaders in 
training to become facilitators. But let’s move past the statistics, to the 

dramatic and complex stories of the individual pastors who make their way to 
seminars to learn how to become more effective preachers. 

 

Pastors like Isaac Remo Mawa, who attended a recent preaching seminar in 
Bunia, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). Isaac is a pastor with 
the DRC’s largest Protestant denomination, and serves at a church in 
Mongbwalu, a large, rough town in eastern Congo. The town is dominated by 
small-scale miners who mostly scrabble for gold in hand-dug pits and then 
smuggle it out of the DRC to sell. The town has a “wild west” mindset, 
notorious for drunken violence and prostitution, as well as an unusually high 
incidence of malaria. 
 

This is the environment in which Isaac faithfully brings God’s Word and 
provides hope and a life-giving and transforming alternative. Isaac should 
receive US$100 salary a month, but he usually only receives fraction of this 
and since May 2019, he has received nothing. He, his wife Florence, and their 
four children grow their own food and survive by selling honey. In the most 
difficult of settings, Isaac and Florence have amazing faith and a strong sense 
of calling. 

Isaac says (here translated), “I’ve participated  
in Langham Preaching and it has greatly helped   
me to improve my ministry and to prepare  
my talks.  Many have testified that my messages  
have become more edifying. My hearers are  
experiencing transformation in their lives.  

“Sadly, I often don’t have enough time to  
prepare talks as I would like, because  
there is no food in the house. When we  
become ill, the cost of medicines is high.   
However, I preach two to three times each day:  
in the church, in the primary school and high school, at funerals, in the local 
college. Teachers and pagan gold-panners have been saved and taught, 
been baptised and become church members. People possessed by spirits 
have been delivered through our intercessory ministry. We don’t have enough 
money, but we live by the grace of God. Our children eat, are clothed, get 
medical care and have school fees, miraculously. God loves us. May He be 
praised!  Pray for our situation.” 

From:  https://uk.langham.org/the-stories-behind-the-statistics 

Isaac and Florence 
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Robert Bates was born to a well known 
family of St Marys on the 27 May 1947 at 
29 Upper Queen Street to Grace, a former 
school teacher (in those days when you 
were married ladies were not allowed to 
teach!) and Walter a clicker (otherwise 
known as a leather cutter) - both of 
whom were members of our church choir!   
Sister Jean was born before the war and 
when his father was demobbed he said “I 
want a new suit and a son” and along 
came Robert (better known as Bob). 

Bob attended Newton Road Infants and 
Junior school. No one from our church was there at that time, though he 
well remembers chasing Bob Gillett (now a retired Bishop of Bradford) and 
his falling and breaking his leg! He also remembers walking home from 
school for his lunch and on getting home realising he had come home at 
playtime instead of lunch! Needless to say he was sent straight back. 

Bob was not enamoured with school although he did enjoy English and 
Geography—but not Maths.  He felt he was wasted at Wellingborough 
Tech as he was not technical at all.  Leaving school he got a job at Reliance 
Telephones in Wellingborough and spent 28 years working for them in the 
accounts office. When the accounts were moved to Luton, he had to travel 
or lose his job.  They transferred again to Milton Keynes, where he worked 
for another eight years, retiring when he was 58. 

We must not leave Marion out of his story.  They met when Bob was 
twenty through the Young Peoples Fellowship, run by the then Curate 
John Fletcher. Their first date was on the Easter Walk when Bob decided to 
impress Marion by leaping over a five bar gate—with dire consequences 
(but Marion has censored the details!) 

They had what Bob calls a “cheap” wedding at St Mary’s as Bob and his 
whole family were in the Choir, his brother in law, John Tombling, 
performed the ceremony and the tower was being repaired so they 
couldn’t have bells!  This was all followed by a lovely honeymoon on the 
Ardnamurchan Peninsular with two weeks of glorious sunshine. 

Meet the Congregation – Robert Bates 
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Rushden &  
Newton Bromswold WI   

 

Thursday 13 February 
Susan Copperwheat -  

“Origin of Nicknames” 
Competition - an item beginning with ‘B’ 
All meetings unless otherwise stated 

held @ 7.30pm at Rushden Town 
Bowls Club, Northampton Road, 

Rushden, NN10 6AN   
Visitors welcome £3.50 includes refreshments  

Contact 01933 317846 

Their son Stephen was born in 1978 
followed by Alison in 1982. They are 
now proud grandparents to six 
children ranging from nine years to 
five months. The couple have gone 
to the Scilly Islands for their holidays 
for the past 26 years and hope to 
take all the family again this year. 

Following retirement Bob became a 
Volunteer Driver for Serve for eight 
years.  But now all his volunteering is 
done at St Mary’s, where he is in the 
Choir (since he was eight years old), 
is part of the Gardening team and is 
Church Treasurer along with Marion. 
He helps wherever he can and feels 
very much at home in St Marys after 
72 years! 
                                         Roving Reporter 

  

Person with most influence? 
John Fletcher (curate) 

 

Hobbies? 
Gardening, reading, watching 

Rushden & Diamonds, and singing 
 

Guests to dinner? 
The family 

 

What would you serve? 
Roast chicken with all the 

trimmings followed by fruit salad—
made by myself! 

 

Favourite Place? 
The Isles of Scilly 

 

Special Treat? 
A day out on the Isle of Scilly’s 

Calypso to an uninhabited Island 
 
 

Proudest Moment 
Getting Marion to hospital, through 
deep snow, in time for Alison to be 

born! 
 

Favourite Bible verses? 
“This is the day the Lord has made, 

we will rejoice and be glad in it!” 
Psalm 118.24 

Those questions 

Relax! I’m not the Chaplain—I’m your 

new cellmate. I’ve just been given 3 

months for wearing a crucifix in public. 
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P. G. SAVAGE 
PAPERHANGING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING 

FREE Estimates & Advice Given 
Reliable Service 

01933 316278 
10, Wymington Rd, Rushden, Northants 

PAINTERS & 
DECORATORS 

WITH 

OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

Local Events and News 

 

 
'Keep Safe Scheme' 

What is it? 
 

 
Keep Safe cards are for vulnerable 

people with a disability, condition or 
other illness. 

A registered person is provided with a 

Keep Safe card, which holds some basic 

details about the person's needs as well 
as contact details of people close to 
them. 

The card can then be shown to a range 
of outlets whenever the holder feels 
worried about their safety or in need of 
assistance. 

Visit www.keepsafenorthants.org to 
read more about the scheme and 
complete an application form. 

Our  

advertisers  

  

  

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=neighbourhood+watch+logo+uk&id=0FF7DD8A688349D84B912D6EDA0971D9F39C8794&FORM=IQFRBA
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 Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Accident or illness can strike at any time.  

If you suffer a  loss of capacity to  
make decisions, what safeguards to protect your loved ones 

have you made? Can they manage your affairs if you are 
rendered incapable of doing so? 

For confidential advice on Powers of Attorney 
Contact us today to arrange a FREE initial consultation. 

Stephen Wilkins - 01933 426266 

Save the Children 
Quingo Quiz with a twist  

20 February 
£12 for a table  

of up to 4 people. 
RUSHDEN BOWLS CLUB  

7-30 for 8pm.  
Contact Susan for details and 

booking on 07773962347  
or email  

superduch5@gmail.com 
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Looking Back at St Mary’s Magazines 

50 years ago 
 

February 1970 
  

God in our lives 

“You will have 

discovered that to me 

Evangelism is of vital 

importance. Wherever we 

live people are the same  

- created in God’s image, 

strayed from Him, in need 

of Christ. Our task is to 

bring to them the love and 

power of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, as the Archbishop 

of York describes it,  

“one beggar telling 

another beggar where to 

find bread”. 
 

In this year of 

Restoration Appeals we 

need so much to remember 

that what matters to God 

more than material renewal 

is spiritual renewal. I 

know you expect clergy to 

write this sort of thing 

and so it can so easily 

become a platitude or 

cliché, but I believe with 

all my being that this is 

God’s Word to you and me 

at St Mary’s at this 

critical period in time. 

 

Michael Wilson 

 

25 years ago 
  

February 1995 
 

Chinese Scriptures 

Recent reports about 

record production of 

Chinese Scriptures by 

Amity Printing Company in 

Nanjing drew particular 

interest from Timsons Ltd 

of Kettering, Northants. 

 

“The great majority of 

the Bibles were printed 

on a Timson T32 book 

press designed, built and 

installed by our company 

in 1987”, said the 

company’s Marketing 

Executive, Mr Freeman. 

“The press has exceeded 

all expectations . . .  

We are proud of our 

continuing association 

with Amity Printing 

Company.” 

 
Just a Thought 

“The world is full of 

willing people, some 

willing to work and the 

rest willing to let 

them.” 

Robert Frost 
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Crossword No 363 
ACROSS 
1  ‘-- --- and tell’,  
     (hymn) (2,5) 
5  Peter (NT) (5) 
8  ‘Blessed ---, Jesus is 
     mine’, (hymn) (9) 
9  Non-stipendiary 
     minister (1,1,1) 
10 Lazed (5) 
11  ‘--- -- a boy is born’,  
      (carol) (4,2) 
13  Gumbo (4) 
16  Imprudent (6) 
18  Church room (6) 
20  Bard (4) 
22  Place before (6) 
24  German city (5) 
27  Fire’s remains (3) 
28  Slowish (music) (9) 
29  Ruined (5) 
30  Town near  
       Galashiels (7) 
 

DOWN 
1  ‘--- Spirit, Holy Ghost’, (hymn) (8) 
2  Flintlock musket (5) 
3  Choirscreen (7) 
4  ‘Blessing and --, glory and power’,  
     (song) (6) 
5  ‘How -- the name of Jesus sounds’,  
     (hymn) (5) 
6  Search for criminal (7) 
7  ‘At the -- of Jesus’, (hymn) (4) 
12  Main body of the church (4) 
14  Military cap (4) 
15  ‘Mission Praise’ eg (4-4) 
17  ‘O --- the King’, (hymn) (7) 
19  ‘--- Father, strong to save’, (hymn) (7) 
21  Chemical compounds (6) 
23  ‘At the Lamb’s high --- we sing’, (hymn) 
(5) 
25  Science fiction (3-2) 

C H R I S T M A S E V E

H O N A E O R

I N T R O I T T H I N E

L U W I H C A

D I N G D O N G T E L L

D R S O N M

D E A C O N D A V I D S

E P A R T N

P R A Y B E L I E V E S

I B V U V A W

C H O I R B R I O C H E

T V E E T U E

H E A V E N L Y H O S T

Solution to Crossword No 362 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26

27 28

29 30
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GENTLEMEN’S HAIR STYLIST 

40-42, HIGH STREET SOUTH RUSHDEN 
 

6 FULL TIME STYLISTS 

Walk in or for appointments ring 
 

01933 356483 

PARKING 

OPPOSITE 

 

NOBLE EYE CARE 
Est 1963 

 

Affordable  
Family Eye Care 

Celebrating 56 years in our community 

Now at: 
89 High St, Rushden  

NN10 0NZ 

312551 
www.nobleopticians.co.uk  

 

 

£5 million  

public liability  

insurance 

Rushden based 

 
John Hadley      tel: 07973 828897 

email: jjhadley71@gmail.com 

Hadley Woodland Management 
hedge trimming 

pruning  - tree removal 

seasoned woodland logs 

hedge & tree planting 

small woodland  

management  

& conservation   
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Hollis Brothers 
High class butchers 

 

44 Duck St. Rushden 

357763 
Friendly, personal service 

PETER TOMAS 
Comprehensive Glazing Service  

Boarding Up & Property Secured  

Property Maintenance  

Garage Doors Installed 

Tel: 359688 

PETER DRAPER 
Photographic 

 

* PASSPORT PHOTOS * 
BINOCULARS  * TELESCOPES 

65, High St, RUSHDEN   
419909 

P. W. HOUSE 
54, High Street, Rushden 
 

Rushden’s Family Jeweller 
For over 60 years     
 

Tel: 418877 

The 
Distinctive 

Jeweller 

R J Smith & Son 

 Shoe Repairs 
 Engraving 

 Gifts 
 Locksmiths 

 Watch Straps & 
Batteries 

www.rjsmith-son.co.uk 

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
All types of tree work undertaken 

 
01933 356205     

A . ABBOTT & SONS 
PERSONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

BEDFORD ROAD, RUSHDEN 
 

‘Owned and operated by  
the Abbott family for four generations’ 

 

Tel: Rushden 312142 
24 HOUR SERVICE TO ALL AREAS 

 

Private Chapel of rest, 
Service Chapel, Catering suite, 

Memorial display, Floral tributes 
Pre-paid plans available         Est. 1885 

 

www.abbottfunerals.co.uk 
info@abbottfunerals.co.uk 

RUSHDEN SCHOOL 
OF MOTORING         Tel: 312874 
4 Hall Avenue, Rushden, NN10 9ET 

Practical and theory tuition  
in manual and automatic cars                

Probably Rushden’s oldest  established 
driving school: 1957-2019 

mailto:info@abbottfunerals.co.uk
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Our Sunday morning Service ringing continues, very much helped by 
Kaylee and John. A quarter peal attempt for the Carol service was not 
successful, although we did ring one to mark Paul's birthday after 
Christmas. As always it was a special privilege to ring for the Christmas 
morning Service, to celebrate Christmas - Jesus' birthday! and make the 
town aware of this special time. 

Kaylee progresses well: as well as ringing rounds on our eight bells, when 
we have sufficient ringers, she is beginning to get to grips with ringing the 
Treble to Plain Bob on five bells. Also, her keenness was shown by her 
going on an outing to London with her grandfather and ringing rounds on 
twelve bells and call changes on ten bells at the church of St Magnus the 
Martyr, London Bridge. A fantastic achievement!  Well done, Kaylee.  

You will have no doubt noticed that the church clock is currently only 
striking each hour and not chiming each quarter of an hour as it would 
normally; this is not a problem with the bells or the clock but with the 
automatic system for winding the weights which controls the chiming. 
This system failed some months ago and part of it was taken to the clock 
works in Derby 'for testing'. They returned it before Christmas and 
refitted it, but it still would not work. So they have taken it away again, 
together with the weights, for more testing and, hopefully, a cure.  

The Wellingborough Branch of ringers have held practices at 
Irthlingborough (8 bells), Castle Ashby (5) and Wilby (6). These were well 
supported both by members of the Branch and our own Tower and 
visitors. A Branch Quiz was again held at Earls Barton before Christmas 
and eight teams answered questions on a wide range of subjects, set by 
Bill Brophy. His son Thomas helped by doing the marking and scoring. A 
break was taken halfway through the evening for a most enjoyable 
supper and to give brains a rest ready for the remaining questions. The 
Rushden team (mostly Dixon's) took an early lead and stayed just ahead 
until the penultimate round when they dropped to second place behind 
the Higham Ferrers team. A nail-biting last round followed, during which 
the Rushden team managed to take the lead again. Well done everybody. 
Altogether a very enjoyable evening. 

At the time of writing both our Tower and the Branch AGM's are 
scheduled to take place, so these will be reported next time. 

Tintinnabulum 

Belfry Gossip 
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February  
4 Tuesday: 10.15-12.15pm -  Craft & Coffee (or Tea) - in the Church Hall  
6 Thursday: 7.30pm - Open Deanery Synod Meeting on the Generation  
 to Generation Project, Hargrave Church NN9 6BW (see pg 14) 
12 Wednesday: 2.15pm - St Mary’s Ladies’ Group -  Speaker: Jose Smith,  
 Nostalgia, in the Church Hall 
15    Saturday: evening - Folk Dance Evening [to be confirmed] 
22 Saturday: 7.30pm  - Children’s Society Quiz & Ploughman’s Supper  
 in the Church Hall (see pg 8) 

March 
3     Tuesday: 10.15-12.15pm -  Craft & Coffee (or Tea) - in the Church Hall  
4 Wednesday:  12 noon - Lent Lunches begin - in the Church Hall  
6 Friday: 2.00pm - Women’s World Day of Prayer  St Peter’s RC Church 

 (see pg 12) 
11 Wednesday: 2.15pm - St Mary’s Ladies’ Group -  AGM plus Speaker 
 Rev Phil Nightingale A Squash Player’s Testimony, in the Church Hall 
14 Saturday: 9.30-4pm - Bishop’s Bible Day in Northampton (see pg 7) 

 

April  
 6 Monday: Easter Holiday Club  
 7 Tuesday: 10.15-12.15pm -  Craft & Coffee (or Tea) - in the Church Hall  
 8 Wednesday: 2.15pm - St Mary’s Ladies’ Group -  Speakers: Peter & 

Gloria Wright - History of the Romany, in the Church Hall 

 May 
 5 Tuesday: 10.15-12.15pm -  Craft & Coffee (or Tea) - in the Church Hall  
 9 Saturday: 10-12noon - Children’s Society Coffee Morning - Church Hall  
13 Wednesday: 2.15pm - St Mary’s Ladies’ Group -  Speaker: M Armitage  

June 
 2 Tuesday: 10.15-12.15pm -  Craft & Coffee (or Tea) - in the Church Hall  
 6 Saturday: Children’s Society Fashion Show  

Diary 
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Thank you to everyone who support-
ed the quiz.  Here are the answers: 
 

1  Can-opener or Tin-opener   2 Agostini  
3  Alicante   4 Applicant   5 Aquatint  
6  Argentina   7 Atingle   8 Au gratin  
9   Austin   10 Bulletin. 
11  Canaletto  12 Candlemas 13 Candlewick 
14  Canon   15 Cantilever  16 Carry the can 
17  Chicanery 18 Colcannon 19 Continental 
20 Descant. 
21  Destiny   22 Extinct   23 Eye candy  
24  Ffestiniog   25 Fricandeau  
26  Incantation  27 Knotting  28 Levantine 
29  Libertine    30 Martinmas. 
31  Meccano  32 Panama Canal  33 Pectin 
34 Pristina    35 Rasputin    36 Scandal  
37  Scandinavia   38 Scanties  39 Shot in 
the arm   40 Stingray. 
41  Stink bomb  42 Tintagel  43 Toscanini 
44 Toucan  45 Tuscany  46 Under canvas 
47  Unwittingly  48 Valentine  49 Vulcan 
50  You can talk. 

I also accepted  7 Elating,  25 Fiorentina 
or Florentine,   27 Jointing or Limiting,   
28 Byzantine and  32 Oswego Canal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tin-opener or Can-opener was the first 
answer—which caused a lot of  
confusion: the word opener was why 
I put it at no. 1. (I might stop putting 
the answers in alphabetical order in 
future.)  

I needed Pristina without an h as the  

capital of Kosovo. Also I had not  

realised the red herring with the clue 
November 11th: Martinmas has  

nothing to do with armistice.  Some 
put Pelican for  the six-lettered bird 
instead of Toucan. Besides no. 1,   

I allowed different answers for five of 
the clues. 

I must thank Susan Perkins of Higham 
Ferrers for selling a large number of  

quizzes all over the country.  

We raised £285, a record.  Of the 130 
entries, there are 33 all-correct, a  

further 29 with 49½ (a spelling  

mistake), and 24 with 49 marks. 

The winners are: Yvonne Reid,  
Peterhead; Sheila Smith, Prestwood, 
Bucks and Ena Edwards, Rushden. 

Other all-correct entries were  
received from:- M Allan, Pam Bailey, 
Elaine Barton, Graham Chilton, M J 
Clarke, Helen Cook, Martin & Liz Crom-
well, Gina Crouch, H E Curtis, Simon Dix-
on, Brenda Donald, Richard Freeman, 
Colin Gibson, Jenny Hadingham, Polly 
Helliar & Marilyn Fursey, Mrs C Hopkin, 
Mrs D Humble, Mrs M Hutton, Hilary 
Oughton, Mrs L K Porter, Susan Powell, 
Jane Rawlins, R G & V M Spruce, Brian 
Stone, Graham Stone, Mrs P K Utting, Pat 
Wadsworth, Jean & David Winfield, Joy 
Yorke and one anonymous.  

Peter Chamberlain 

Mission Quiz Results 

It’s something to do with the “Weapons 

Procurement Review”... 
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Also  Weekdays at St Mary’s 

  Monday 10.00am Bumps & Babes @ Church – every week in term time 

  Thursday 10.30am -- Holy Communion [BCP]  every week  

  Third Thursday of the month - 7.45pm - Prayer, Praise & Presence 

St Peter’s  
Newton Bromswold 

2 February -  Stewardship Sunday 

9.30am 

11.15am 

6.00pm 

All Age Holy Communion  

Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

 

11.00am 

 

Family Service 

 

9 February  - Third Sunday before Lent 

 9.30am 

11.15am 

6.00pm 

All Age Service 

Holy Communion 

Evening Prayer 

 

11.00am 

 

Family 

Communion 

16 February - Second Sunday before Lent 

9.30am 

11.15am 

6.00pm 

All Age Parade Service 

Morning Prayer 

Holy Communion 

 

11.00am 

 

Morning Prayer 

23 February  - Sunday before Lent 

9.30am    

11.15am 

6.00pm 

Informal Fourth Sunday Service 

Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

 

11.00am 

 

Family  

Communion 

Services for February 2020 

Ash Wednesday—26 February  
St Mary’s congregation will join with the other Anglican churches  
in Rushden for a service of Holy Communion on Ash Wednesday.  

This year we meet at 7.30pm at Peter’s Church Midland Rd, Rushden. 
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