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“Praise to thee,  
O Lord, for all 

creation” 
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Rector:  Rev Canon Stephen Prior  
The Rectory, Rectory Road, Rushden, NN10 0HA  
                                   email:  sprior@toucansurf.com 

01933 312554        

Curate: Rev Phil Nightingale 
36 Meadow Sweet Road, Rushden NN10 0GA         

            email:  philnightingale@hotmail.com 

01933 356906  

Intern:  Helen Smedley 
11 Park Place, Rushden NN10 0RR   

email: hlsimcock@gmail.com 

01933 312198 

Readers:  Ruth Compton, Don Merrifield, Tony Smith 
Reader Emeritus:  John Dixon 

Hall Bookings:  Pam & Paul Bailey 
7 Kenilworth Close, Rushden, NN10 0QH  

01933  313195 

St Mary’s Churchwardens: 

Kate Woodfield, 19, Kendal Close, Rushden, NN10 0QF 
Don Merrifield,  46, Milton St, Higham Ferrers, NN10 8BG 

 
  01933 412836 
  01933  358218             

St Mary’s Church Office Tues--Thurs: 10.00-12noon:   
Pam Bailey, Marion Bates, Sue Prior 
Website:  Sue Prior 

01933 412235 
 

email:  stmaryschurchoffice@btinternet.com 
website:  www.stmaryschurchrushden.org  

Facebook: stmaryschurchrushden 

Newton Bromswold Churchwardens 
Bob Lines, 25 Church Lane, Newton Bromswold, NN10  0SR:  
Anna Giles, 26 St Margaret’s Avenue, Rushden NN10 9YH 

 
01933 315864 
01933 770675 

Newton Bromswold Website:  www.newtonchurch.co.uk 

grapevine subscriptions  
One year’s subscription (10 issues) £5  

Postal subscription: £10 
Large Print Editions are available in 

church or may be pre-ordered. 
 

Any changes to order or details of delivery to:  The Church Office 
e-mail: stmaryschurchoffice@btinternet.com         Phone: 01933 412235 

All monies to 
Peter & Barbara Coxon 

11 Oakpits Way 
Rushden NN10 0PP 

e-mail: pguineapig11@aol.com 
Phone:  01933 356330 

Who’s who 
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Items for the  

October grapevine  
should be sent by 

Sunday 15 September 
 to Jude Curtis 
either by email: 

missjudecurtis@btinternet.com  
or [as a last resort] left in the 
letterbox outside the office  

  

Please include your name and 
phone number with any 

submission in case we need to 
contact you.  

 

   

  

Monthly event for dads, stepdads, 

granddads or male carers and their 

younger children [0-6 yrs]. Children 

enjoy a range of toys including 

bouncy castle, sit-on cars and 

inflatable ball pool. 

Saturday 21 September 
9.30am—12noon 

St Mary’s Church Hall 
Adults £3: children free 

Just turn up! 
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From The Rector …  

It’s strange to be thinking about Harvest 
Thanksgiving in early August, but as well as 
grapevine publication deadlines, my 
thoughts have been set in train over the 
past two weeks by seeing both hay and 
early barley being harvested in the nearby 
countryside. 

Most of us are very complacent about our food. We assume that 
what we want will be there on the supermarket shelves, in 
abundance, whenever we want it. A recent news item highlighted 
the very real possibility of there being problems with supplying the 
UK with fresh produce (fruit and veg) in the months after a “no-
deal Brexit”  because so much of what we buy comes from the EU. 
And (perhaps just as well) you can’t stock up or hoard lettuce and 
cucumbers! However, even if there are shortages, no one will 
starve: we will get by. And eventually things will be sorted out. 
Perhaps, if it makes us more aware of our ultimate dependence 
upon our gracious Father God for “our daily bread,” then that is no 
bad thing. 

The effects of Brexit (with or without a 
deal) and the possibility of a general 
election all within the next few months, 
continue to create an atmosphere of 
uncertainty. This, in turn, leads us to 
worry and wonder how things will play out; and the media are keen 
to tell us all the possible scenarios that may occur—the worse the 
better, as far as selling papers in concerned. This should remind us 
that we do not have the control over our lives we assume. As 
followers of Jesus, it should also encourage us to acknowledge our 
dependence upon God for the future: the future of our lives, our 
livelihoods, our communities, and our country. 

The parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12.13-21) never fails to make me 

Give us each day 
our daily bread.  

Luke 11.3 
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reflect on my own life and attitude 
towards possessions. Rev Martin 
Tanner preached very helpfully 
upon it on 4 August. The four 
pointers which he drew from the 
text are worth remembering, 
especially in times of uncertainty: 

1. Keep your focus on Jesus and 
on serving him, rather than on 
the prizes (or perils) of this 
world. 

2. Be ‘rich towards God’ in our 
time, talents and money. 
Generosity can help to break the force with which money, 
possessions and covetousness can ensnare us. 

3. Prepare for the real future. This life, and its ups and downs, is 
temporary. We can have true peace with God through Jesus, 
both in this life and beyond. 

4. Don’t worry, but rather trust God—often easier said than 
done. It is true that worry does nothing to solve tomorrow’s 
problems but robs us of the peace we could have today by 
trusting in God’s goodness and love for us. 

As we begin to celebrate Harvest, later this month, may we have 
an increased sense of gratitude for the Lord’s faithful provision of 
our  necessities throughout the year that is past; a growth in our 
trust in God to sustain and guide us through the uncertainties and 
turmoil ahead of us; and a determination—however much or little 
money we may have –t0 to keep our focus on Jesus and so avoid 
being a ‘Rich Fool’. 

                                                                                 Steve 

  
  

Who of you by 
worrying can add a 
single hour to your 

life?   Since you cannot 
do this very little 
thing, why do you 

worry about the rest?  

Luke 12.25-26 
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Writing - and particularly writing grapevine editorials 
- is an occupation best approached obliquely.   The 
chances of words pouring effortlessly onto the page 
is in reverse proportion to the comfort and 
appropriateness of the chosen workspace.  

At least it is so for me. I read with deep scepticism of successful novelists 
who when asked the perennial question “Where do you write?” describe 
in loving detail their grandfather’s Hepplewhite writing desk, set before a 
window framing distant views of the Malvern Hills. In your dreams! Do I 
believe them? Um . . . The other fifty per cent of respondents interviewed 
mutter in embarrassment something about ‘a corner of the kitchen table’ 
and I smile. Much more likely:  at least from where I’m sitting. A ‘proper’ 
desk, a fixed space, neatly lined up office accoutrements and executive 
toys spell out the death of inspiration, serving only to fill my head with a 
burning desire for ‘displacement activities’ and causing the empty stripy 
paper to swim in emptiness. Yes, I know I cut my teeth on the IBM 
mainframe at Oxford Circus and I’m supposed to be IT literate and 
sometimes it does go straight into a Word document but usually stripy 
paper is involved and always a Papermate FlexGripUltra for at least the 
first couple of parags. Successful spots for editorial writing are typically 
Stranraer Library local history section, the 50 bus and The Gallery at 
Launde Abbey - and that’s just this year! ‘ 

‘Displacement activities’ are both enemy and trigger. The more tedious, 
overdue and demanding the more likely they are to take precedence 
over that ‘writing’ business. I have just come indoors from an 
unsuccessful attempt to deadhead a 2.5m high Compassion rosebush, 
bearing about two hundred sweet apricot pink blooms, half of which 
need to be sacrificed to the secateurs. I refuse to get out the stepladder. 
It is August 2019 so it is raining fitfully. And as if by some kind of conjuring 
trick I find myself minus the secateurs and  squashed into the tiny 
amount of dining table not occupied by a SilverReed sewing machine, 
three local OS Explorer series maps, a big bowl of fruit bought in Tunisia 
[the bowl, not the fruit!], Tim Stead’s book on Mindfulness and Christian 

The War on Displacement 
Activities Editorial 
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Spirituality, Andrea Watt’s manifesto for an, as yet, unscheduled General 
Election, scissors, pinking shears, Stanley knife, razor blades, scalpels, the 
new 49/50 bus timetable and a miniature “Christmas Jumper” tree 
decoration still at the development stage of mass production. 

But it’s worked! Three small stripy pages, filled!  The rest is easy. 

Steve on the previous pages draws on Martin Tanner’s super sermons on 
4 August about seeking to be rich towards God whilst  guarding against 
greed, and stressing the impossibility of projecting forward. Archdeacon 
Gordon Steele questions whether we ‘plan’ to start the new school year 
and church calendar on autopilot or are we ‘ready to try new things, to 
leave our personal comfort zones 
and to take risks in the service of the 
One who risked everything for us?’ 
He continues, ‘The beauty of Church 
life is that we are not alone – we are 
in this together.’ [page 15]  

I absolutely agree. Most of you 
might remember I worked in 
Saddam Hussein’s Ministry of Health during the Iraq/Iran War - and the 
WHO, HMG and Lonrho - but they don’t stick in people’s heads in quite 
the same way.  The common factor is that the serious bit of my working 
life was spent in crisis management. There is absolutely no point in 
having a game plan under those conditions. No wonder I learned to 
finesse the art of meeting deadlines by the skin of my teeth - planning 
ahead is not even a choice when all around you are committed to moving 
the goalposts.  

Even the vagaries of Brexit can teach us, as Steve puts it, to 
“acknowledge our dependence upon God for the future”. We should be 
preparing for the ‘real future’: a ‘time of peace with God”, not 
micromanaging what we cannot influence. 

So be prepared for change, ready for challenge and hold everything 
lightly - it all comes from God and it will 
unfold in His time 

                                                                                           
Jude Curtis, Editor 

“Just  a thought ...” 
 

“beyond a wholesome 
discipline, be gentle with 

yourself”  
Max Ehrmann  
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Ladies’ Group 
On  Wednesday 11 September we 
welcome the Rev Kim Shorely to 
our meeting in the church hall at 
2.15 pm. She will share with us a 
visual aid to help us engage with 
The Lord’s Prayer. Contact Cynthia 
359590 for further details. 
 

The Children’s Society News 
The Fundraising 
Committee would like 
to thank everyone who 
bought The Spring 
Quiz sheets. The winners were  
J Joyce from Wellingborough,  
P Bailey and K O'Brien of Great 
Easton, Leicester.   £373 was raised. 
 

John Holloway had compiled a few 
more quiz sheets which will be sold 
in his memory: one of these being 
the autumn quiz -  ''In The 
Countryside” -  which is now on sale 
at £1 from committee members, Joy 
Holloway on 01933 318415, or Pam 
Bailey. 
 

Future Events 
Saturday 5 October -- Box Opening 
and Coffee Morning in St Mary's 
Church Hall, 10.00-noon, various 
Stalls. 
Saturday 19 October, 4.30pm - The 
Millers Entertainment Group 
present “Nothing but Sea and Sky” 
in St Mary's Church Hall. Tickets 
£4.50, including Tea and Gateau, 

available from Mary 01933-315383 or 
Chris 418399 
Looking further ahead: Saturday 7 
December -- The Annual Christingle 
Service  in church. 
 

Thank you! 
I would like to thank all my friends 
from St Mary’s for the love and 
good wishes sent to me on the 
occasion of my Ninetieth birthday.  I 
am also grateful for the Devotional 
Book you generously gave me – 
thank you.  With my love and every 
blessing.  Joan Walker. 
 

Heritage Day is Saturday 
September 14  when the church 
will be open for visitors, to view the 
registers, and share refreshments in 
church. Rosemary Nayyar is also 
planning mini-recitals at 12 noon 
and 3.00pm and it is also the day for 
the ... 
 

Church Ride & Stride 
We have once again been invited to 
take part in the 
Northamptonshire 
Historic Churches 
Trust annual 
sponsorship Ride 
and Stride event on 
Saturday 14 September.  We would 
welcome as many as possible to 
take part.  Our Church at St Mary’s 
has benefited by grants in recent 
times. Details and sponsorship 
forms from Mike Wadsworth. 

St Mary’s News  
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St Mary’s News  

The next East Northants 
Community Leaders’ Lunch will 

be taking place on Wednesday 2 

October: 11.30am for 12 noon at the 
Frontier Centre. As well as a buffet 
lunch and networking, Julia Smith 
from East Northants Council will 
give an update on the plans for local 
government reorganization,  Ed 
Walker from Hope into Action will 
be talking about opportunities for 
churches to provide houses for 
homeless people, and an update will 
also be given by East Northants 
Community Services.  Tickets 

available at https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/east-
northants-community-leaders-lunch-
tickets-67601908127: no need to pay in 
advance: £5 will be payable on the 
door. 
 

Jumble Sale 
A Jumble Sale will be held on 
Saturday 7 September from 10.00-
12noon and you may deliver goods 
to the Church Hall on Friday 6 
September between 10.00 and 
3.00pm. Donations of books, clothes 
and bric-a-brac welcome - 
particularly any Nearly New clothes. 
No electrical goods please.  Contact 
is Edna: 357253 

From the Registers 

  

Weddings 

Saturday 20 July  
Karen Saunders &  

Scott Robert Howard 
 

Saturday 27 July  
Amber Lowe & Lee Towers 

 

Funeral 

Wednesday 3 July  
Rex Alfred Charles  [82] 

 

Thanksgiving Service 

Monday 29 July 
Beryl Apted  [89] 

 

Interment of Ashes 

Thursday 27 June 
Barrie Collins 

September 2019 
Behind the Communion Table 

1 The Ladies’ Group 
8 Wedding of Ali Adams and Nikki

-Louise Buckoke 
15 Joan Walker, arr. by Ellen 

Inwood 
22 Linda Inwood-Rogers 
29 Harvest:  The Church will be 

decorated for Harvest on Friday 
& Saturday [27, 28] from 
9.00am 

Memorial Chapel 
22 Julie West 
If anyone wishes to give flowers in 
memory of loved ones please contact 
me,  Brenda Dixon,  358982 

Flower Rotas 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/east-northants-community-leaders-lunch-tickets-67601908127
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/east-northants-community-leaders-lunch-tickets-67601908127
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/east-northants-community-leaders-lunch-tickets-67601908127
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/east-northants-community-leaders-lunch-tickets-67601908127


10 

 

 

Report of the PCC meeting 

2 july 2019 
 

Heritage Day will be taking place on 
Saturday 14 September. The church 
will be open, with the records on 
display, but no Bell Tower tours. The 
Northamptonshire Historic Churches 
Trust Ride and Stride will also be 
taking place.  
 

The Church Fete, held on Saturday 
8 June was in the church halls due to 
the rain. The fete successfully raised 
£900 which was split between St 
Mary’s church Mission Funds and the 
Church Storage fund. This year’s 
charity stalls were CRY and Royal 
British legion. Despite the rain the 
fete was enjoyed by all who 
attended. 
 

Parish Giving Scheme   
People who donate by standing 
order will be contacted to encourage 
them to move to the Parish Giving 
direct debit scheme.    
 

Self Harm Support 
J  Lilley, H  Allan and H Smedley are 
providing the self harm support 
course at the Rushden Academy. The 
school has reported that they really 
appreciate the support being 
provided to the pupils.   
 

The Annual Away Day will take 

place on Saturday 12 October at 
Christ the King Church, Kettering. 
The topic will be the Book of Ruth.  

Parking for St Mary’s 
Sadly, with the surprise closure of 
The Wheatsheaf Inn, the carpark 
there is no longer accessible. Please 
continue to be as courteous and 
thoughtful as possible when using 
our own car park. 
 

Congratulations ... to David 
Robinson and Glenis Burton who 
both turned seventy this August.  

Prayer, Praise & Presence  
Please join us for a time of informal 

contemporary worship, intercessory 
prayer and prayer ministry at 

7.45pm on the Third Thursday of 
each month in St Mary’s Church 

 

 next meeting - 19 September 

St Mary’s News cont . . .  
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“I loved the 
last Grapevine [June] 
it is so lively and 
inclusive… Your Prayer cycle was a 
joy… [July] That is really timely. To 
hear that your church are so 
concerned about waste 
management and plastics ...  It is 
good to know that Morrison’s are 
leading the field. I try so hard to 
reduce plastic waste and it is 
encouraging to think that the 
supermarkets are following the 
trend. Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall’s 
programme on BBC 1 was 
disturbing… BG  
 

Alphabet soup? I read this straight 
off and I’m not dyslexic! DW 

“I have finally read [July/Aug] 
Grapevine and enjoyed the 
Unity theme. [Our preacher] 
prayed for those dragging 

their feet in the face of change on 
Sunday. Had a wee smile at the 
‘dissolving’ friends of St Mary's. 
Painted quite a picture. Glad to see 
you still get your money's worth 
out of the i newspaper! JW   

 
 

Feedback welcome: good or bad! 
Preferably by email, but a note 
left at the back of church works 
too. Ed 

  FEEDBACK Book Review 

The Uncommon Reader 
Alan Bennett 

Faber & Faber, 2007 
 

Alan Bennett’s wonderful, economic 
writing provides a comic masterpiece 
with an underlying message – reading 
can and does radically change lives. 
 

Her Majesty, out for an evening walk 
with her corgis, comes across the City 
of Westminster Travelling Library 
parked outside the Palace kitchens.  
She ventures inside and borrows a 
book as she feels that is what one 
should do in a library.  From that point, 
Alan Bennett describes the cataclysmic 
effect on the Royal Household of The 
Queen’s new hobby.  When her Private 
Secretary reminds her that she has 
always been briefed, she retorts that 
this is not the same thing at all: 
‘Briefing’ she says, ‘is terse, factual and 
to the point.  Reading is untidy, 
discursive and inviting’.  As her reading 
broadens, the entire Palace staff 
believe that her performance of her 
duties is affected and they do 
everything possible to stop her. 
 

The book is written from the 
perspective of Her Majesty and the 
voice she is given by Bennett – 
sensible, practical and down to earth – 
feels very true.  The twist in the tail at 
the end, although not explicitly stated, 
fits the narrative perfectly.  It’s only a 
short book, but very satisfying.  Alan 
Bennett at his best. 

  
Anna Kingsmill-

Vellacott 
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You might also like to know ... 

 

Together in Prayer & Praise:  
The next united churches meeting is 
on Sunday 15 September at 7.30pm 
at Highfield Community Baptist 
Church 
 

A nature walk and lunch at 
Midshires Covert (Andrew 
Presland’s land near Kelmarsh) on 
Saturday 28th September. A little bit 
of wild food foraging, hazelnut 
collecting, butter churning, bird song 
identifying, badger tracking etc from 
11:00am-1:00pm, including a ‘bring & 
share’ harvest lunch consisting of 
items of food that are local, organic 
or homemade. 
Numbers will be limited: 
details from Andrew 
Presland (01933 
316927). 
 

The next 

Peterborough 
Diocesan Evangelical 
Fellowship (DEF) 
event will be Rob 
Bewley leading a study 
on Read Mark, Learn 
and Inwardly Digest 
[about Mark’s Gospel] 
taking place from 
11.00am until 

12.30pm on Monday 30 September 
at Christ the King, Kettering.  There 
is no admission cost and no need to 
book in advance. Please feel free to 
bring your lunch. Tea and coffee will 
be provided. 
 

This year’s Nene Valley Festival 
takes place from 14 - 22 September 
and celebrates the Wildlife, Heritage 
and Culture of the Nene Valley. 
Enjoy an eclectic programme of 
outdoor events, art workshops, 
concerts, foodie events and much, 
much more. All the detail you need at 
nenevalley.net 
 

“I don’t mean to sound ungrateful, Bob, but when I asked for 
something to ‘represent farming in the community . . .” 
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Altar Flowers for September 
1 Mrs Allen 
8 Mrs Burt 
15 Mrs Dangerfield 
22 Mrs Gepp & Abby 
29 Mrs Spencer 
 

Village Fete 
The Village Fete raised £1,216 for 
Church funds, which was marvellous 
taking into account the rain.  The 
Mission Band played in Church, 
taking turns with Simon playing the 
organ. 
 

Charlie and Grace came joint first in 
the Fancy Dress competition.   Thank 
you to everyone who supported the 
Fete, either by helping or supporting. 
 

Barn Dance 
The Barn Dance was a great success 
with much dancing and raised £530 
for Friends of Newton Church.  Thank 
you to everyone who came and 
supported and to those who helped. 
 

The Harvest Festival will be held on 
Sunday 22 September at 11.00am 
and the Harvest Sale will be held on 
Tuesday 24 September at 7.30pm in 
The Swan. 
 

Church Bike Ride  
The Church Bike Ride 
takes place on 
Saturday 14 
September from 

10.00am to 6.00pm and Newton will 
be open during these times.  The 
sponsorship raised from 
participants will be split 50:50 
between Newton Church and  
Northamptonshire Historic 
Churches Trust.   If you would like to 
participate forms are at the back of 
church - you can choose your own 
route and you can ‘stride’ as well as 
ride.  

News from Newton 

Rushden &  
Newton Bromswold WI   

 

 

Thursday 12 September 
Amanda Penny,  

Cake Decorations 
Competition - A small cake 

 

Thursday 10 October 
AGM & Harvest Supper 

Competition - A nut 
 

All meetings unless otherwise stated 
held @ 7.30pm at Rushden Town 
Bowls Club, Northampton Road, 

Rushden, NN10 6AN   
Visitors welcome £3.50 includes 

refreshments  
Contact 01933 317846 
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An update on last edition’s focus 
on plastic and other eco-issues 
 

Morrisons wins green award 
The grocer Morrisons has been voted 
the most environmentally responsible 
company in the UK for its work on 
plastics reduction. [It] was given the 
award at this year’s Responsible 
Business Awards and has eliminated or 
recycled 9,000 tonnes of plastic a year 
through reusable paper bags and 
getting rid of packaging. 
i newspaper, 11 July 2019 
 

Recycled bottles : a ticket to ride 
“Travellers in Rome can now earn cash 
towards public transport tickets by 
recycling plastic bottles. Passengers can 
use any of three test machines at metro 
stations to offload their plastic water 
bottles, receiving five cents [4p] for 
each via  a scan on their phones. This can 
be redeemed for [tickets] 
i newspaper, 25 Jul 2019 
 

Tesco and Iceland reveal plans to 
reduce plastic 
Iceland is to remove all plastic bags from 
one of its stores and offer customers 
paper bags at 15p each instead. Tesco 
will stop delivering groceries ordered 
online in plastic bags.  Tesco claims that 
its decision ... will result in nearly 2,000 
tons of plastic coming out of production 
annually ... delivery drivers will be 
encouraged to help shoppers who need 
assistance in transferring groceries from 
the [transit] containers made of 

reusable plastic into customers’ 
kitchens. 
i newspaper, 25 July 2019 
 

Rubbish! 
Are you conflicted about using liquid 
soap? Something to make you feel 
better is the arrival of refill pouches of 
Carex Aloe Vera antibac soap. Each 
pouch will fill two of your old empty 
dispensers. I found them priced at 99p in 
Rushden’s Home Bargains, so a financial 
saving too. Of course you can always set 
aside anything you save and give the 
money to Tearfund!  The whole Carex 
range is available as refill pouches at the 
large Tesco but not at such a good price. 
.. in an update to July/August’s 
grapevine piece reporting on Waitrose 
experimental refilling station: the 
dispenser uses only special Waitrose 
containers. Whole Foods in Bedford 
simply fill your empty eCover container 
with no fuss and are planning to expand 
the range into liquid soap and other 
items. We’ll keep you posted.  
 
 

... and Dettol ... have now launched a 
range of wipes made from plant fibres  
and – deep joy – Simple now sell make-
up cleansing wipes which, according to 
their website will biodegrade under 
compost conditions in just 42 days 
[faster than either oak leaves or pine 
needles] but should still not be popped 
in the loo.  A couple of grapevine 
readers will be trying them out. They can 
be found at Wilco and Superdrug!  
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And now for something completely different… 

F 
ollowing the dramas of the 
weeks leading up to the summer 
holidays – political, sporting and 
climatic – I hope that you have 

found rest and refreshment in the time 
that has followed, and are ready to take 
up afresh the challenges that lie ahead. 
  Whilst the church calendar begins with 
Advent and the secular one begins with 
January, I think it is safe to say that the 
school year is what really shapes the 
pattern of Church life. So we begin 
afresh this month – seeking to engage 
in targeted mission, to offer the best in 
worship and pastoral care, and to grow 
deeper in our own Christian discipleship. 
Whatever form these activities take for 
you personally and in the life of that part 
of the Church and the Kingdom in which 
you are called to serve, may this be a 
fruitful year for you.  
  A question we might like to ask 
ourselves is: do we resume our activities 
on auto-pilot – treading a familiar path, 
perhaps rather stuck in an established 
groove – or are we ready to try new 
things, to leave our personal comfort 
zones and to take risks in the service of 
the One who risked everything for us? 
  The beauty of Church life is that we are 
not alone – we are in this together. Let 
us encourage one another to be bold, to 
discern what we are being called to be 
and to do, and to have the courage to 
step out and get on with it. 
  Two of my Christian heroes are 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Ignatius Loyola. 
Both were prayerful men of action. 
Bonhoeffer, the German Lutheran 
pastor and theologian who was 
imprisoned and killed for his part in a 
conspiracy against Hitler – a conspiracy 

with the aim of bringing the Nazi atrocity 
to an end – wrote from his prison cell a 
meditation for the baptism of his 
godson, Dietrich Bethge, who is now 75 
years old and an internationally-
renowned cellist. In this baptism 
meditation, Bonhoeffer wrote: 
  We can be Christians today in only two 
ways, through prayer and doing justice 
among human beings. All Christian 
thinking, talking, and organising must be 
born anew, out of that prayer and 
action. 
  Ignatius Loyola, the 16th century 
Spanish priest and founder of the 
international religious order, the Jesuits, 
famously wrote: 
  Act as though everything depended 
upon you but pray as though everything 
depended on God. 
  May this new school year be one of 
deep prayer and bold action throughout 
the Diocese, as we seek to tackle the 
challenges and opportunities that lie 
before us. May we be neither timid on 
the one hand, nor complacent on the 
other, but may we be ready to play our 
part afresh and to the full in the 
adventure of faith and the mission of  
the Church. 
  May God bless us as we seek, in our 
day, to be faithful to our Christian 
calling, and to be people of prayer and 
action – whatever form that may be 
called to take. 
 

Gordon Steele 

Archdeacon of Oakham  
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Come and See – a round-up by Sarah Brown,  
Canon Missioner of Peterborough Cathedral 

A 
three-pronged initiative to 
give churches of any size or 
churchmanship confidence 
to seek growth has been 

underway in the Diocese since 
Easter. Come and See (what God 
will do) has offered resources and 
ideas which are accessible to any 
church, under the three headings 
‘Come and Pray!’, ‘Come and 
Read!’ and ‘Come and Tell!’. The 
basic idea has been to encourage 
prayer for growth, and to equip 
parishes and individuals with the 
tools and confidence to encourage 
and teach new enquirers.  
  Here’s a snapshot of what has 
happened within the Diocese during 
the mission. 
Come and Pray! 
  Between Ascension Day and 
Pentecost Sunday, as part of the 
national Thy Kingdom Come 
prayer initiative, the Cathedral set up 
a prayer trail around the building. 
One of the stations offered people 
the chance to write the names of five 
others who they would love to see 
come to faith in Jesus. In just over a 
week, almost 1,450 names were 
written there. The Cathedral, 
although obviously not typical of the 
footfall of the average parish church, 
is nonetheless just one of over 360 
churches and sector ministries in 
this Diocese, many of whom took 
part in Thy Kingdom Come with 
special prayer initiatives taking 
place. It is exciting to wonder how 
many people in total have been 
prayed for across the Diocese! It will 
be even more exciting as time goes 
by to hear of individuals starting to 
respond to the promptings of the 

Holy Spirit, and becoming known to 
their local churches. If you have any 
encouraging stories of answered 
prayer, please share them for the 
building up of the whole Diocese (see 
page 18 for the email addresses to 
send these stories to). 
  83 churches from nine deaneries 
told us of their initiatives for 
encouraging congregations and 
individuals to pray for God to pour his 
Spirit afresh on the Church, and to 
bring many people closer to faith. 
Only three deaneries apparently did 
not participate at all, although it is 
possible that some did join in but 
simply didn’t get round to letting us 
know!  
  About 150 people came to the 
Cathedral on Saturday 25 May for a 
time of worship and prayer to inspire 
and equip us for Thy Kingdom Come. 
With Daventry Deanery’s ‘No Labels’ 
worship band and speakers Canon 
Jean Kerr (from Lambeth Palace) 
and Bishop John, we made a good 
start in bringing a new Diocesan 
event to the Cathedral. Watch this 
space. We are now committed to a 
much bigger service next year on the 

http://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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Bishop John with No Labels outside the Cathedral 

use. If only 50% of those people read 
The Word One to One effectively with 
just one person, then we could 
potentially be blessed by 50 new 
Christians – not all at once or in the 
same place, to be sure – but still the 
equivalent of a good-sized new 
congregation. Early signs are 
encouraging and the Mission Team 
are hoping to hear your stories of how 
it is working out across the Diocese.  
  We have already received a lot of 
encouraging stories. In Peterborough, 
for example, one young man from a 
completely unchurched family, with 
whom a church member has been 
reading        
The Word One to One, is now sharing 
the resource with his mother at home. 
He deliberately keeps one session 
ahead of her, and actively looks 
forward to his next reading time each 
week. He has told his friends and 
family how he spends his lunchtimes 
reading John’s Gospel, and was 
utterly bowled over by the faith  

late afternoon / early evening of 
Pentecost Sunday (31st May) for the 
whole Diocese. Put it in your diary for 
2020 and bring a busload. It will be 
quite an event. 
Come and Read! 
  In faith that God hears and answers 
prayer, we have tried to resource 
parishes for when God blesses us 
with new enquirers and opportunities 
for conversations. Over 200 
individuals from growth-seeking 
churches across the Diocese – 
mainly lay people – were trained in 
the use of a one-to-one Bible reading 
resource – The Word One to One. 
This is basically an annotated edition 
of John’s Gospel designed for 
ordinary Christians (if such exist!) to 
read with enquirers, friends or 
colleagues in bite-sized chunks over 
a cup of coffee. Two training sessions 
in May were led by co-author and 
evangelist Richard Borgonon, and 
more than half of the attendees 
obtained copies of the material to 

Continued over . . .  

https://www.theword121.com
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Visit www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/events 
to find events happening near you. 

this work over the next months and 
years, and would very much value a 
sense of how God is blessing those 
churches who are praying for 
growth, who share God’s Word and who 
are willing to talk about the faith that we 
have in our Lord. Keep the stories 
coming! 
  

testimony of a terminally ill gentleman 
at one of the events in the Cathedral. 
Elsewhere, a Bible study group is 
reading The Word One to One 
together in order to learn how to use it, 
and in another part of the Diocese, 
PCC members are pairing up to read it 
together.  
The Word One to One is a great 
discipling tool too, regardless of 
churchmanship or context. It is easy to 
read and it seems to be the case that 
once an individual is open to inviting 
people to read it, God sends the 
opportunities. Only today we heard of 
two staff at a church member’s place 
of work just starting to read together. 
This is the Word of God in the hands 
of the people of God, and it is exciting 
to see people respond. 
  Come and Tell! 
Most of us are not that confident at 
explaining what our faith means to us. 
A free resource from the diocese is 
already proving useful to small groups 
and PCCs. Sharing Faith helps 
individuals identify what is so difficult 
about talking to others about our faith, 
and shows us how to tell our own 
stories naturally and un-obnoxiously (!) 
in the course of normal conversations. 
If you have used this material, let us 
know how you got on with it. 
 
Although the official period of ‘Come 
and See’ is over, seeds have been 
sown in abundance. We now look for 
the first shoots of harvest. If you or 
your church have a story to tell that 
might encourage others or warn of 
pitfalls, please do share it – either with 
our new Director of Mission, Charlie 
Nobbs (charlie.nobbs@peterborough-
diocese.org.uk), or with myself 
(canon.missioner@peterborough-
cathedral.org.uk). We hope to build on 
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James Hawksworth, who leads 
the Kings Lynn Centre of 

Mission, will be speaking to St 
Mary’s on Sunday 22 September 

at our morning services. 
 

https://churcharmy.org/                 
  

 

http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/events
https://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/menu-church-resources/sharing-faith
mailto:charlie.nobbs@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:charlie.nobbs@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:canon.missioner@peterborough-cathedral.org.uk
mailto:canon.missioner@peterborough-cathedral.org.uk
https://churcharmy.org/
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The Church Army is one of the Mission Partners that 
St Mary’s supports through prayer and our annual tithe.   

One of the ways they work is through Centres of Mission, located 
throughout the UK, sharing Jesus in words and action and working in close 
partnership with the local church to enable and empower them in 
evangelism and mission.  The Greenwich Centre of Mission is in South 
London and works across housing estates and deprived communities 
through children’s clubs, youth clubs and a host of other activities, reaching 
out to young people in the community. Below is the story of one of the 
young people influenced by this Centre of Mission.  

“Before I gave my life to Jesus I used to be a troublemaker on the streets, 
getting into police chases and everything. I used to break stuff, break cars 
up, a lot of stuff that was illegal”.      Sobering words from 15-year-old Tyler. 

Tyler is from Abbey Wood in South East London, an area where young 
people's futures are often stolen from them by the drug, crime and gang 
culture that has arisen out of poverty.  He says, “If I didn’t decide to 
become a Christian I’d probably have been beaten up a lot and arrested a 
number of times by now. I still have friends that do that today, but I don’t 
talk to them much anymore because I have changed my life all around and I 
have become someone different.” 

Through the support and encouragement of Church Army Evangelist 
Nicholas Lebey, Tyler is thriving. He has become a Christian and has a bright 
future ahead of him.  

"Without Nicholas and his work I wouldn’t be here today. Without meeting 
Nicholas, I wouldn’t have come to God, so I have to say thank you to him 
and everyone who supports him" says Tyler. 

Knowing God’s love transforms young people’s lives.  Stories like Tyler’s 
give us hope and propel us on. Their stories show just how risky life is for 
these young people. They also offer hope that a better future is possible for 
all the vulnerable teens our evangelists work with.  Church Army Evangelist 
Nicholas Lebey says, “Seeing some of their lives turned around I say to 
myself, if it can happen for this young person it can happen for the others”.  

Sue Prior for the Mission Committee   
[Sue Eagles, Martin Compton, Josie Smith, Sue Prior, Edna Wadsworth] 

 Mission Matters   
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Ruth Webster was born in the ‘30s, three and a half years after her 
brother Keith.  Mother, Lilian, was a machinist at  St Crispin’s Shoe Factory 
in Raunds [established in 1891 for the preparation of Army footwear] and 
father George joined his father in the family butchers and the shop is still 
going in Raunds today. Later he had to combine butchery with farm 
management when his cousin died suddenly.  

Once the children were old enough they would help deliver orders from 
the shop in the horse-drawn cart. There were no vans to speak of then! On 
Saturdays they changed to carrying loads of hay and at harvest time 
sheaves of corn to be threshed. If the weather was wet they delivered 
flasks of tea to the workers! 

Ruth remembers riding a carthorse to the blacksmith to be shod and 
hearing someone remarking “Here comes Royal Ascot”, as she rode 
in.              

At four and a bit Ruth started school at Park St Infants and remembers 
using a slate: no paper and pencil allowed till she was seven years old. She 
moved on to the C of E Junior School and at eleven to Wellingborough 
Girls’ High School where she became a sports enthusiast especially in 
tennis and hockey. During winter they had great fun ice skating at 
Stanwick Gravel Pits [now Stanwick Lakes]. An adult skater always tested 
the ice first! 

After School Certificates [which became ‘O’ Levels and then GCSEs] and 
moving up to the Sixth Form, she began to think about a career in 
teaching and after approaching a teacher for career advice she spent a 
year at Cranford Village Primary school. The head teacher taught in the 
adjoining classroom after giving her the programme for the day. She had 
to cycle seven miles each way to get there. 

Ruth then went on to Matlock where two large Hydros had been 
converted into a Teacher Training College. After two years of lectures, 
exams and teaching practice in Derby she qualified in 1952. She began 
teaching at her old Infants School in Raunds, followed by three years at 
Eyres Monsell, a new estate on the periphery of Leicester, at a very large 
primary school. 

Meet the Congregation—Ruth Webster 
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Best of all 
was 
moving to 
Rushden 
Newton 
Road 
Infants, 
where she 
spent 

thirty very happy years up to her 
retirement. She has now returned 
to Rushden to live at The Cloisters 
and is very happily settled. 

Ruth’s parents were Methodists: 
she was baptised at three and 
confirmed when she was thirteen. 
At Matlock she belonged to the 
Student Christian movement and 
back from college she sang in the 
Choir and helped with the Youth 
Club, particularly taking 
youngsters for their annual 
weekend in London. One of those 
was a certain David Frost ... who 
went missing whilst there but 
fortunately turned up at their 
lodgings.  David’s father, Paradine 
Frost, was a Methodist Minister 

Ruth enjoys being part of St 
Mary’s. She comes to Thursday 
Communion and some 9.30 
services, and is a member of the 
Ladies’ Group. 

Roving Reporter 

  

Person with most influence? 
My parents 

 

Hobbies? 
Volunteering and Nene Valley Singers 

 

Guests to dinner?. 
John Bell - a minster, musician and 

song writer - and a member of the Iona 
Community - I’m an Associate Member 

 

What would you serve? 
Fish pie with green veg, followed by 

lemon cheesecake with cream! 
 

Favourite Place 
Iona 

 

Special Treat? 
A family holiday 

 

Proudest Moments 
My trip to Jamaica 

 

Favourite Bible verses? 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 

was the light of all mankind. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 
John 1. 1-5 [NIV] 

Those questions 
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 Flowers 
for  

 

37A HighSt 
37a High St, Rushden  

01933 315840 

because style is always in bloom 
info@inbloombiz.co.uk 

Flowers for all occasions 
and gifts, chocolates . . . 

P. G. SAVAGE 
PAPERHANGING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING 

FREE Estimates & Advice Given 
Reliable Service 

01933 316278 
10, Wymington Rd, Rushden, Northants 

PAINTERS & 
DECORATORS 

WITH 

OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

 

CARPETS 
FURNITURE 

BEDS 

 

2 HIGHAM RD, RUSHDEN     
01933 410604 
 

Local Events and News 
 
 
 

Friday 25 October  
at The Goods Shed, Station 

Approach, Rushden, NN10 0AW. 
Tickets at £10pp on sale now and 

available from : 
Serve, 19 Church Street, 01933 315555 

Support your favourite dancer 
through  https://

www.justgiving.com/campaign/
servegoesdancing2019 

 

* 
 And two dates for book lovers ... 
Saturday 21 September: 10.00--- 
Used Book Sale, Irthlingborough 

Church 
 

Saturday 19 October: 10.00---Used 
Book Sale, St Mary’s Church, Knox 

Rd, Wellingborough 

* 
 Neighbourhood Watch 

Do you belong to a Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme? Is your street 

covered? To find out go to 
www.northantsnhw.co.uk. If it’s 

not, consider starting one. The 
person to contact for East Northants 

is Chris MacKenzie [in St Mary’s 
Choir] at 

christine.mackenzie@northants.pnn
.police.uk.  

Our  

advertisers  

  

  

  
 
 

117 High St, RUSHDEN, NN10 0NZ 
www.crystellebelleweddings.com  

01933 317691 
New to your local High Street, we specialise 
in weddings, with a super range of jewellery, 

and offering hair & makeup services on 
location. We also 

cover memorial and 
christening gifts & 

jewellery.  
Come visit us,  

 

http://www.northantsnhw.co.uk
mailto:christine.mackenzie@northants.pnn.police.uk
mailto:christine.mackenzie@northants.pnn.police.uk
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  Net Affair Home 
Furnishings 

 
 clothing alterations 

 
12D, High St, RUSHDEN 

01933 411000 

 Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Accident or illness can strike at any time.  

If you suffer a  loss of capacity to  
make decisions, what safeguards to protect your loved ones 

have you made? Can they manage your affairs if you are 
rendered incapable of doing so? 

For confidential advice on Powers of Attorney 
Contact us today to arrange a FREE initial consultation. 

Stephen Wilkins - 01933 426266 

Vikki’s Hair & Beauty 
Be Your Own Kind of Beautiful 

  

Hair, Nails, Waxing, Ear-piercing, Eyelashes 

          07766 501547 
Home visits available 

Inter County Waste Management are 
typically cheaper than skip hire and more 
flexible - you only pay for what we take 

-
-friendly solution for 

households and business looking to 
dispose of waste.  
OTHER SERVICES 

Bin cleaning - Litter picking - House 
Clearance and much more 

CALL US TODAY! 
Brindley Close, Rushden, NN10 6EN 

01933 315872     
intercountyltd.co.uk 



24 

 

Looking Back at St Mary’s Magazines 

50 years ago 
  

September 1969 
  

Thank you 

... For the donation of 

a saucepan for use in 

making coffee after the 

Family Service 

 

Belfry Gossip 

If anyone looked into 

the Belfry on some 

Sunday mornings, it 

would look as if a 

crèche had been 

organised. What the 

attraction is must be 

difficult to realise.  

 

Is it the thought of 

being able to conjure up 

in their infant minds, 

the satisfaction of 

pulling rope in later 

years? We endeavour to 

keep them under control 

but then, they are 

children! 

 

Congratulations to one 

of our ringers on a 

fifty per cent increase 

in the family - one more 

for the crèche!  

Tintinnabulum 

25 years ago 
  

September 1994 
  

Worship on the Agenda 

Questions about the 

future shape of the 

Church of England’s 

worship featured 

prominently on the 

agenda of its General 

Synod, in July. As part 

of the preparation for a 

major revision of the 

Alternative Service Book 

in the year 2000, the 

Liturgical Commission 

invited Synod’s views on 

issues of liturgical 

language, including the 

use of traditional and 

modern language and of 

inclusive language. The 

Synod was also consulted 

by the Bishops on 

proposals for new 

Eucharistic prayers, in 

part aimed at use for 

services at 

which 

children 

are 

present. 
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Crossword No 359 

Solution to Crossword  No 358 

ACROSS 
1 Most sacred (10) 
7 Ethiopian prince (3) 
9 Relationship (5) 
10 Oldest daughter of 
Herod Agrippa I (7) 
11 Edgar Allan -- (3) 
12 Not RC (10) 
13 Part (3) 
15 Hanging ice (6) 
18 Religious building 
(6) 
19 Raincoat (3) 
21 Gambles (10) 
23 Constrictor (3) 
25 Material burned in a 
religious rite (7) 
26 Taste for curiosities 
(5) 
27 Fragment (3) 
28 Horeb (5,5) 
 
DOWN 
1 Celestial beings (8) 
2 Universal (8) 
3 Sea air (5) 
4 Monastic heads (6) 
5 Greek port (7) 
6 Concise (7) 
7 Tombstone inscription (1,1,1) 
8 Diocese (3) 
13 Brothers (8) 
14 Synonym finders (8) 
16 Office of some senior clerics (7) 
17 Polenta (anag.),1571 battle (7) 
20 Censer (anag.) (6) 
22 ‘Jesus --!, Thy terrors now’ (hymn) 
(5) 
23 Short life history (3) 
24 --s of the apostles (3) 

H O L Y T A B L E E B

R E L A P U R E

D A L A I L A M A C E

L R S B E T H E L

P A L T O S S A Z

A R M Y R E C O U R S E

R B S T O O P I B

C A U C A S U S E S A U

H L L L E A S T B

M E A D O W C P S

E N P A R A G R A P H

N I C E V N I E

T E B E A T I T U D E

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20

21 22

23 24

25 26

27

28
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Barry Miller 
GENTLEMEN’S HAIR STYLIST 

40-42, HIGH STREET SOUTH RUSHDEN 
 

6 FULL TIME STYLISTS 

Walk in or for appointments ring 
 

01933 356483 

PARKING 

OPPOSITE 

 

 

NOBLE EYE CARE 
Est 1963 

 

Affordable  
Family Eye Care 

Celebrating 56 years in our community 

Now at: 
89 High St, Rushden  

NN10 0NZ 

312551 
www.nobleopticians.co.uk  

 

 

£5 million  

public liability  

insurance 

Rushden based 

 
John Hadley      tel: 07973 828897 

email: jjhadley71@gmail.com 

Hadley Woodland Management 
hedge trimming 

pruning  - tree removal 

seasoned woodland logs 

hedge & tree planting 

small woodland  

management  

& conservation   
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A & J COULSON 
Plumbing, Heating & Gas Engineers 

Boiler Servicing 

Bathrooms & Showers 
 

T:  01933 355703 

M:  07734 046 331 or 07927 163 039 

E: coulson166@btinternet.com 
Established 1966 

 

Hollis Brothers 
High class butchers 

 

44 Duck St. Rushden 

357763 
Friendly, personal service 

PETER TOMAS 
Comprehensive Glazing Service  

Boarding Up & Property Secured  

Property Maintenance  

Garage Doors Installed 

Tel: 359688 

PETER DRAPER 
Photographic 

 

* PASSPORT PHOTOS * 
BINOCULARS  * TELESCOPES 

65, High St, RUSHDEN   
419909 

P. W. HOUSE 
54, High Street, Rushden 
 

Rushden’s Family Jeweller 
For over 60 years     
 

Tel: 418877 

The 
Distinctive 

Jeweller 

R J Smith & Son 

 Shoe Repairs 
 Engraving 

 Gifts 
 Locksmiths 

 Watch Straps & 
Batteries 

4 Hamblin Court  
Rushden NN10 0RU 

Tel: 01933 358541 
www.rjsmith-son.co.uk  

 

 

Barnes Tree Services 
All types of tree work undertaken 

 
01933 356205     

A . ABBOTT & SONS 
PERSONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

BEDFORD ROAD, RUSHDEN 
 

‘Owned and operated by  
the Abbott family for four generations’ 

 

Tel: Rushden 312142 
24 HOUR SERVICE TO ALL AREAS 

 

Private Chapel of rest, 
Service Chapel, Catering suite, 

Memorial display, Floral tributes 
Pre-paid plans available         Est. 1885 

 

www.abbottfunerals.co.uk 
info@abbottfunerals.co.uk 

RUSHDEN SCHOOL 
OF MOTORING         Tel: 312874 
4 Hall Avenue, Rushden, NN10 9ET 

Practical and theory tuition  
in manual and automatic cars                

Probably Rushden’s oldest  established 
driving school: 1957-2019 

mailto:info@abbottfunerals.co.uk
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Kaylee has made very good progress and received a badge marking her 
achievement so far. She is now ringing regularly with us for our Sunday 
morning Services. Tony, her father, made for her birthday a matrix board 
for eight bells to learn and practise changes on. This consists of many rows 
of 8 nails on a board, with 8 strands of different coloured wool that you 
arrange around the nails to "draw" the changes. Well done Kaylee and 
thanks, Tony, for your support. 

A quarter peal of Grandsire Triples celebrating Pam and Paul's Ruby 
Wedding anniversary was successfully rung during the afternoon of one of 
the Sundays. This was earlier than normal to enable more of our ringers to 
be included in the band. 

During a recent practice night we had the pleasure of welcoming some 
visitors from the Netherlands. A trip up the tower to see the bells in action, 
with suitable ear defenders, followed by explanations about bells and 
bellringing, while watching ringing in action from the ringing room, made 
an enjoyable visit for them. This was made more enjoyable when an 
opportunity was taken to ring the backstroke to a few rounds, with help. 
Many thanks to all our ringers who made them so welcome and answered 
their many questions.  

Since the last Belfry Gossip the Wellingborough Branch of ringers has held 
the Striking Competition at Ecton where seven teams from local towers 
competed for a Certificate and the honour to display the winners Shield for 
the next year. While the different teams were ringing, splendid 
refreshments - provided by the Ecton ringers - were available for others to 
enjoy while waiting. After all the teams had rung their test pieces the Judge 
announced the results. The winners were the team from Bozeat with seven 
faults, and we - Rushden - came second this time, with ten faults. All 
competing teams received a certificate.  

The Branch has also held practices at Orlingbury (6 bells) and Stanwick (6), 
although several of our band were at Orlingbury, we couldn't support 
Stanwick for the whole time because we were at St Mary’s ringing for a 
wedding, but during the meeting a Higham Ferrers ringer was presented 
with his first Quarter peal certificate and a grant was awarded to Ecton 
towards the refurbishment of their clappers. 

Before next time the branch will have held an outing into Leicestershire. 

Tintinnabulum 

Belfry Gossip 
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Diary 
 

September 
3 Tuesday: 10.00-12noon -  Craft & Coffee [or Tea] - in  St Mary’s Lower 

Hall - every month on the first Tuesday 
6 Friday: 10.00-3.00pm--Church Hall open to receive donations for . . . 
7 Saturday: 10.00-12noon--Jumble Sale in the Church Hall, see p9 

11 Wednesday: 2.15pm--St Mary’s Ladies’ Group in the Church Hall: Rev 
Kim Shorely,  A visual aid to help us engage with The Lord’s Prayer 

14 Saturday: Heritage Day + Ride & Stride - both Newton & St Mary’s 
involved all day, see pp 8 & 13: min-organ recitals at 12noon & 3.00pm 

15 Sunday: 7.30pm---Together in Prayer - united churches meeting at 
Highfield Community Baptist Church. 

28 Saturday: --A Nature Walk & Lunch. See p12 
28 Saturday: 5.30-7.15pm--Saturday Night Takeaway (SNT) An evening of 

food, challenges, games and teaching for families with children 6 and 
above. £3 per adult: £5 per family of 2 adults + children. Theme is 
“Harvest Helpers”  

30 Monday: 11.00-12.30pm--DEF Meeting at Christ the King, Kettering. 
See p12 

 

October 
1  Tuesday: 10.00-12noon -  Craft & Coffee [or Tea] - in  St Mary’s Lower 

Hall - every month on the first Tuesday 
2 Wednesday: 11.45 for 12noon--East Northants Leaders’ Lunch see p9 

5 Saturday: 10.00-12noon--Children’s  Society Box Opening and Coffee 

Morning in the Church Hall, various stalls, all welcome 

9 Wednesday: 2.15pm--St Mary’s Ladies’ Group in the Church Hall:  Mrs 
Edna Payne, Josiah Mason 

12 Saturday: 9.30-4.00pm--St Mary’s Parish Day Away at Christ the King, 
Kettering: the topic will be the Book of Ruth 

19 Saturday: 4.30pm--Children’s Society: The Millers Entertainment 
Group present “Nothing but Sea & Sky” in the Church Hall. Tickets 
£4.50 to include Tea & Gateau, see p8 for contacts. 

 

November 
5 Tuesday: 10.00-12noon -  Craft & Coffee [or Tea] - in  St Mary’s Lower 

Hall - every month on the first Tuesday 

13 Wednesday: 2.15pm--St Mary’s Ladies’ Group in the Church Hall:  Let’s 
make an angel 
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You might like to know 

Flood control 
A pair of beavers relocated from 
Scotland to a forest in North 
Yorkshire, in a ‘revolutionary’ trial 
to combat flooding, have become 
parents. The two kits were 
captured on camera, swimming and 
interacting with their mother at the 
Forestry England site at Cropton 
Forest. 
i newspaper, 9 July 2019 
 

Good mood food 
People who eat dark chocolate are 
less likely to be depressed . . . [it] 
may positively affect mood and 
relieve depressive symptoms ... The 
study is the first to link depression 
and the type of chocolate 
consumed. . . Individuals who ate 
dark chocolate had 70% lower odds 
of reporting clinically relevant 

depressive symptoms.  
i newspaper, 2 August 2019 

           
 

Prayer Corner 
  

 The Embrace the Middle East 
Prayer Diary for August 2019 - 
January 2020 is now available to 

download at embraceme.org. This is 
a fragment of a prayer for refugees.  

 

“God of hope, 
we thank you for those who 

are working to bring relief and 
comfort to those displaced, 

showing glimpses of grace in the 
darkness of despair. 

God, give them strength.  
 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen” 



31 

 

Also  Weekdays @ St Mary’s 
Mondays 10.00am Bumps & Babes @ Church – every week in term time 

Thursdays 10.30am -- Holy Communion [BCP] – every week 

Third Thursday of the month - 7.45pm - Prayer, Praise & Presence 

St Peter’s  
Newton Bromswold 

1 September - Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

6.00pm 

All Age Holy Communion  

Morning Prayer 

Reflective Worship 

 

11.00am 

 

Family Service 

 

8 September - Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

 9.30am 

11.15am 

6.00pm 

All Age Service 

Holy Communion 

Evening Prayer 

 

11.00am 

 

Family  Communion 

15 September  - Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

6.00pm 

All Age Service 

Morning Prayer 

Holy Communion 

 

11.00am 

 

Morning Prayer 

22 September - Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
9.30am    

11.15am 

6.00pm 

Informal Fourth Sunday Service 

Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

 

11.00am 

 

Harvest Service 

 

29 September - Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am 

11.15am 

6.00pm 

Harvest Parade & All Age Service 

Harvest Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

 

11.00am 

 

Holy Communion 

Services for September 2019 
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